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Who Killed Palomino Molero, an entertaining and brilliantly plotted mystery, takes up one of Vargas Llosa's characteristic
themes: the despair at how hard it is to be an honest man in a corrupt society.

This is the 67th installment of our ongoing Friday blog series highlighting great but forgotten books. A
onetime banker and former paratrooper, Browne penned three novels about a false-legged Roman detective,
Inspector Anders, including Inspector Anders and the Ship of Fools [] and Inspector Anders and the Blood
Vendetta []. I came across it in , the year after its publication, and it has stayed in my head ever since. Sparsely
written with not a superfluous word, taut, filled with ironies, it is a superbly gripping novel right up to the
deliberately irresolute revelation at the end. His position was so absurd that he looked more like a scarecrow or
a broken marionette than a corpse. Before or after they killed him, they slashed him to ribbons: The time is the
s. Constable Lituma and his superior officer, Lieutenant Silva, are the two cops at the Guardia Civil post in a
small Peruvian coastal town called Talara. They set out, in the heat and dust, to investigate this horrific crime.
To get around they rely on the local taxi driver, who complains that they lose him money, though the
lieutenant always pays for the gasoline. Otherwise, they bum lifts from passing truck drivers. Lituma says to a
cousin: The murder victim, Palomino Molero, was a new recruit at the nearby Air Force base and everyone on
the base has clammed up. It transpires that Molero was also a bolero singer and guitar player, who was sought
by both the Air Force officers and gringos at the International Petroleum Company IPC to entertain at their
parties and serenade their sweethearts. Casting his eye around, Lituma observes bitterly: Or does he treat
everybody that way? Nobody, I swear, ever made me swallow so much shit as that bald bastard. Like the
gringos at the IPC, these lucky bastards live like movie stars behind their fences and screens. OK, so why did
this story stay in my head over the years, along with only a handful of other novels? On the other hand, some
might prefer to take it easy and linger over great writing which develops the characters, infuses a haunting
tone in the narrative, and creates an atmospheric sense of place. Witness how the squalid dump that is Talara,
wilting in the hard sunlight beside the dirty, oily ocean, offering its residents just a few grains of hope in their
lives, is invested with atmospheric, even poetic touches, by the author. It was a warm night, quiet and starry.
The mixed smells of carob trees, goats, birdshit, and deep frying filled the air. And another brain-aching
morning: The restaurant was pierced by luminous spears of light in which motes of dust floated and flies
buzzed. There were few people on the street. Lituma could hear the low sound of the breaking waves and the
murmur of the water washing back down the beach. Amotape is thirty miles south of Talara, surrounded by
sun-parched rocks and scorching sand dunes. There are dry bushes, carob thickets, and here and there a
eucalyptus tree--pale green patches that brighten the otherwise monotonous gray of the arid landscape. The
trees bend over, stretch out and twist around to absorb whatever moisture might be in the air; in the distance
they look like dancing witches. In their benevolent shade, herds of squalid goats are always nibbling the
crunchy pods that fall off their branches; there are also some sleepy mules and a shepherd, usually a small boy
or girl, sunburnt, with bright eyes. As you might have gathered, much of the story in Who Killed Palomino
Molero? He diligently initiates several inquiries in support of his boss, which all fall in a heap. Unlike the
sharp-minded, pragmatic, handsome, and fair-skinned lieutenant, Lituma is anxious about their lack of
progress, and having nightmares featuring the murdered kid. He watches his boss with admiration but without
much understanding. Why are you so edgy? A Guardia Civil should have balls like a brass monkey. The
lieutenant is obsessed with Dona Adriana, the proprietor of the seaside shack were he and Lituma take their
frugal meals. Silva is not put off by her being married to an old fisherman who captains The Lion of Talara. Or
by anything else. The lieutenant could have any girl in town. She was old enough to be his mother, she had a
few gray hairs in that tangle on her head, and, last but not least, she bulged all over, especially in the stomach.
Some afternoons, he slips away with his binoculars to a headland above a secluded bay, where Dona Adriana
goes alone to bathe. One afternoon he takes Lituma along. How lucky you are to work for a guy like me!
Nonetheless, the indefatigable lieutenant is patiently closing in on solving the case. As Clancy said in his
review: Silva breaks the news to Lituma: Maybe the same place. So what do we get for our trouble? What will
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become of you out there, Lituma? I wondered what happened next to Silva and Lituma in their lives--I fear
nothing good. The film was retitled in the States as Tune in Tomorrow. Kingston Pierce at 9:
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Who Killed Palomino Molero? (Spanish: Â¿QuiÃ©n matÃ³ a Palomino Molero?) is a novel by Peruvian novelist Mario
Vargas Llosa.. The book begins with the discovery of the brutally murdered body of a young recruit, Palomino Molero,
from a nearby military base in northern Peru.
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Who Killed Palomino Molero is a murder mystery who picks up a few characters and locations from The Green House
and with an undercurrent of incest and class warfare in the Peru of the 50s. It is well-written, but short and somewhat
predictable.

June 14, Richard Eder The classical English thriller concerns an aberrant action that shatters social order until
the detective, an eccentric outsider or topsider on the order of Poirot, Wimsey or Campion, repairs the breach
by solving the crime. American thrillers--newer English school of Le Carre and his colleagues--have gone
further and further in making society itself the mystery; the perpetrator, even. Order is not restored; at most,
there is a pause for breathing before the Establishment scoundrel will be at it again; and your tough paladin
will be out on another job. It is a little book, and it is a detective story. Mainly, it carries the American and the
neo-English traditions to a savage extreme. Its two detectives quickly discover the man responsible for the
torture and brutal murder of a young airman near the Peruvian air base at Talara. The mystery is not there, but
in the social context. What is important is the morass in which the answer lodges. In a community without
social structure, the different powers--military, economic, political--fight or compromise from the individual
corners, usually surreptitiously but with an occasional public flare-up. Society is simply the trackless
no-mans-land between the contenders. It is into this no-mans-land that Lt. Silva of the National Police and his
sidekick, Lituma, find themselves launched when the horribly mutilated corpse of a young man is found
impaled in a carob tree near the Talara Air Force base. Silva, bitter but honest, and Lituma, credulous but
observant, are entrusted with the theoretical duty of finding the murderer and bringing him to justice. The brief
action takes place in the sunbaked torpor of a small seaside town near the base. In the foreground are the very
modest lives and concerns of a few of the characters, which Vargas Llosa sets out in a vivid and expert
shorthand. There is Lituma, the sparky one in his circle of young men who hang about, not doing very much,
and who live for their evenings at the local bar and brothel. It is a slow, poor and laconic existence; it is one
part of the Third World. The air base is another part of that world; removed, arrogant and privileged by the
money and arbitrary power that go to the armed forces in so much of Latin America. The townspeople think of
the base, or at least of its officers, as another kind of American; their special enclaved life could be that of the
American engineers at the oil refinery. Silva and Lituma represent the unprivileged civil authority of the
National Police: Badly paid, demoralized and, by comparison with the military, an underclass. When they
follow the trail of the dead airman to the base and its strutting and deadly commander, Col. Mindreau, they
carry only the frailest thread of authority along with whatever individual bravery and persistence they can
manage. They are two pygmies armed with spears against a pride of lions. But the lions are sick. It is his
anorexic, self-willed and half-mad daughter, a kind of starveling Lolita. But there is more to it. In their cut-off
world, the colonel and his daughter had been living out a dark mixture of incestuous passion and the crazed
machismo of power. The crime is solved, but nothing else is. The two detectives have done their work, and
punishment comes in a reasonably foreseeable fashion. But it is punishment only; not justice. The solution has
no standing, no meaning. There has to be more to it. Clearly, there have been obscure high-level
maneuverings, related to politics or perhaps drugs. Clearly, orders were given for the elimination of Col.
Mindreau and his daughter; and for a cover-story. If at the end, Lituma gets a transfer order to a remote
mountain post, far from his cronies, and if Silva faces some equally disagreeable change, that only proves the
point. Vargas Llosa may have invented the authentic Third World detective story. Facts need containers to
hold them. There is no society; merely a system of private arrangements that, in a contemporary world of oil
and foreign investments and military aid programs, have lost whatever traditional values they may once have
had. There is nowhere to put the truth.
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Palomino Molero, a young singer-guitarist who joined the Peruvian Air Force, apparently to be near his love, has been
found dead, his tortured and mutilated corpse hanging from a tree. The local.

Who Killed Palomino Molero? I decided to read Who Killed Palomino Molero? However, after that, he was
awarded the Nobel Prize for literature this year, and so I figured that it might be the case that I just read a bad
first book. So I picked up another one, and coincidentally enough, I picked this book. This book happens to be
the written in , and the first book that I picked up was a sequel to this one. So chronologically I should have
read this first. Anyway, what is this book about? This book is about the gruesome murder of Palomino
Molero, who was found murdered, mutilated, and tortured in an open field somewhere in Peru. It is then the
task of Lieutenant Silva and his partner Lituma to solve the crime, which somehow involved the military the
victim was a military deserter who was not required to enlist because he was an only son, and yet still opted to
enlist. The novel turned out to be a love-affair-fueled murder, with interesting characters that are encountered
along the way. So, comparing the first book I read from Vargas Llosa and this book, I have to say that the
similarities are there, but I prefer this book over the other one. I am less confused, and the things make sense.
Yes, Vargas Llosa still does the interlacing dialogue that I find rather interesting, but not much. In that respect,
I prefer this one over the other. It might seem to be just a regular detective story, but actually, this book
exposes issues that are outside of the realm of the murder mystery genre. It talks about racism, and the
stereotype that exists between the local civilians and the military personnel, who are prone to be corrupt and
abuse their power. It also highlights the Latin culture of machismo, with men treating women as objects of
their desire. In the story, Lieutenant Silva is rather in love with a chubby woman who happens to be the wife
of someone else, and the lieutenant makes no inhibitions with respect to how he lusts after the chubby Dona
Adriana. In the end, the murder mystery is solved, although it is funny that the common folk decide not to
believe the report, and still believe that there is a bigger conspiracy that the big guys are hiding from them. So,
all in all, I preferred this book over the first Vargas Llosa book that I read. That means that I am open to
reading other books by this author. I give this book 3. I recommend it to others who might want to read a
detective story that is not set in the usual places. After all, this is set in the Peruvian desert. See my other book
reviews here. Fountains of Tambomachay, from my Tambomachay Series.
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In the s, a hanging, castrated, garroted corpse is discovered in a field outside a small town in Peru, revealing a murder
that is never satisfactorily solved and a political intrigue that's never.

His position was so absurd that he looked more like a scarecrow or a broken marionette than a corpse. Before
or after they killed him, they slashed him to ribbons: He was barefoot, naked from the waist down, with a
ripped T-shirt covering his upper body. He was young, thin, dark, and bony. Under the labyrinth of flies
buzzing around his face, his hair glistened, black and curly. You should be glad I told you about it. But he did
his duty: Lituma remembered his sweaty face and his scared voice when he walked through the station-house
door: I can take you there if you want, but we have to go now because I left my goats all alone and somebody
could steal them. As he was getting over the jolt of seeing the body, Lituma had noticed the boy counting his
goats on his fingers. He heard him breathe a sigh of relief: The sun was boring holes through the rocks and
through their very skulls. He must have been rotting at a record pace. He spit at the carob tree. His old van, as
big and black as a hearse, passed freely through the gate that separated the town from the zone where the
foreigners who were employed by the International Petroleum Company lived and worked. Lieutenant Silva
and Lituma used the taxi whenever they had to go anywhere too far to use horses or bicycles-the only transport
available at the Guardia Civil post. The driver moaned and complained every time they called him, saying
they made him lose money, despite the fact that the lieutenant always paid for the gasoline himself. I know
this guy! The guy from Piura who sang boleros. Palomino Molero, from Castilla. There must have been a
prizefight in progress because they could hear the shouts of the fans. Lituma had come to Piura on his day off;
a truck driver from the I. A cop should have a heart made of stone, because he has to be a motherfucker
sometimes. His balls were hanging down to his knees, smashed as flat as a pair of fried eggs. Before midnight
the whorehouse is like a funeral parlor. I just wanted to screw around. And lay off my mom: It was a warm
night, quiet and starry. The mixed smells of carob trees, goats, birdshit, and deep frying filled the air. Even
though work was a bitch, he ate every day, and his life was free of uncertainties. At the entrance to the
Variety, he said goodbye to his cousins and Josefino. He headed for the Plaza de Armas. The plaza was
crowded, as if people were there for some church function. Lituma paid no attention to them and, making as if
he were going to meet a woman, crossed the Old Bridge over to Castilla. But there she was, sitting on a bench
in the doorway of her house, enjoying the cool of the evening as she shucked some corn. She was barefoot,
wearing the same black dress she had on that morning in the Talara Police Station. Some squalid dogs sniffed
at him and growled. In the distance, someone strummed a guitar. About your son Palomino. Were her eyes
always like that, or were they swollen from crying? I was there when Lieutenant Silva took your statement.
She went into the house, carrying her corn and her bench. He followed her and took off his cap as soon as he
was inside. She sagged into a chair, and since Lituma stared at her questioningly, she raised her voice. Did you
find it? Besides, I might not even have a locker to store it in. Let it stay here. No, Palomino, take it with you so
you can pass the time better, so you can accompany yourself when you sing. Oh, Godâ€¦ my poor child. He
muttered some broken consolations as he scratched his neck. He sat down, just to do something. Yes, the
photograph was of Palomino making his First Communion. For a long time, Lituma stared at the long, angular
little face of the dark-skinned boy with his hair slicked down, dressed all in white, with a candle in his right
hand, a missal in his left, and a scapulary around his neck. The photographer had reddened his cheeks and lips.
A scrawny kid, in a rapture, as if he were contemplating the infant Jesus. He might have become an artist, like
the ones that sing on the radio and make tours. They should be exempt. The old lady crossed herself and
started to cry again. As he listened to her crying, Lituma stared at the insects swarming around the lamp. There
were dozens, buzzing and crashing again and again into the glass shade, trying to reach the flame. They
wanted to kill themselves, the idiots. He was dying for a smoke, but to light up a cigarette in the presence of
this grieving lady seemed sacrilegious to him. You call that justice? In the distance they could still hear the
guitars, and Lituma suddenly fantasized that the guy playing out there in the darkness, maybe on the riverbank
watching the moon, was Palomino. He went into the Air Force because he wanted to. He brought on his own
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tragedy. He was going to his death. He did it himself. I answered every question he asked me. Did Palomino
have any enemies? Did anyone ever threaten him? Had she ever heard of his arguing or fighting with
someone? Did anyone have any reason to harm him? Had he told her he was thinking of deserting? Asunta
meekly answered every question: But the truth was that the lieutenant had never thought of asking if the kid
had been drafted or if he enlisted. You, in the Air Force? Planes crash; do you want to scare me to death? How
could you do it without talking to me first? Because I have to go to Talara. Why did you do this to me,
Palomino? A shadow pulled it away. When he discovered that military life is not fun, games, and girls but a
lot of drill, spit, and polish. That much I can understand. And in such a cruel way. So he enlisted to get out of
Piura, because it was a matter of life and death. The person or persons he ran away from found him and killed
him. But why like that? Lots of guys join up because their love life has fallen apart. Maybe he was turned
down. Maybe he was in love and the girl gave him a hard time, or cheated on him. He got bitter and decided to
get away. It seemed believable and unbelievable all at the same time. He nervously scratched his neck again.
Why had he come? No good reason, unhealthy curiosity. Do you think I know who killed my son? Thanks for
talking to me. Outside, he stuck his cap on his head and calmed down after walking a few steps down the dirt
road, under the glittering stars.
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Who killed Palomino Molero? The story is basically about the murder of a young boy who was either drafted or enlisted
in the base and is named palomino molero. The first chapter begins with the description of the boy's corpse hung on the
old carob tree.

Who Killed Palomino Molero? This novel consist a total of pages, taking the reader through a detective story
around the murder of Palomino Molero. The ending of the story was rather confusing to me. I will explain my
interpretation of the story in the first part of my report. The second part of my report will include some of the
real social issues exposed in the story, such as machismo when men treats women as objects of their desires ,
class prejudice, and corruption within the governing systems back in the s. The story began with the discovery
of a brutally tortured corpse of Paliomino Molero near an Air Force base. Molero was portrayed as an angelic
character that was polite and gentle. In addition, Molero had the voice of an angel, and was incredible at
serenade. The officers that were responsible for the case were Lieutenant Silva and his partner Lituma. Silva
showed both lascivious and intelligent characteristics. Silva had two goals in life, one was to find the murderer
of Paliomino Molero, and the other was to sleep with the chubby women Dona Adriana, who was a married
woman with a husband and several kids. Lituma was the protagonist and the narrator of the story. The story
was told from his point of view. Lituma seemed to be sentimental and imaginary, many of his thoughts and
ratiocination are shared throughout the texts, but most of them are false. He appeared to be an eager learner
from Lieutenant Silva, and deep down, Silva was a role model for Lituma. As the story progresses, the
detective have found that Palomino Molero chose to enlist in the Air Force in order to be near the love of his
life, who was the daughter of the Air Force base Colonel, Alicia Mindreau. Alicia Mindreau was portrayed as
an indifferent, emotionless daughter, who had a secret with her father. He strictly followed the caste system of
the Latin culture, and believed strongly that his upper-class daughter was swindled and taken advantage of by
the lower class Molero. He was described by the Colonel as weak minded and weak characterized. However,
he was born from an upper family, so the Colonel appointed him to Alicia so that the Colonel could control
the boyfriend and his daughter in the long run. As the story carried on, evidences slowly emerge to the surface,
and the murderer slowly surfaced. The Colonel was doubtfully guilty of the murder, whether appointed or
really carried out the operation. The evidences seemed solid and yet vague, the author did not directly address
the speakers of many dialogues, thus I was very confused. My interpretation of the story was that the Colonel
wanted to save face; therefore, he lied to the Lieutenant about his daughter being sick and had delusions. The
Colonel killed his daughter and committed suicide himself at the end. Again, I thought that was because he did
not want to deal with the scandals that would burst out after the investigation went public. Therefore he chose
death over losing his dignity. I was not certain about the real murderer of Palomino Molero. If in fact, the
incest affair was true, I believed that the Colonel would be twisted enough to torture the boy as described in
the book. Secondly, in his twisted mind, he was determined that Molero raped Alicia. The Colonel believed
that Alicia was too innocent to distinguish between love and coax. The Colonel probably believed that he was
the only one who could protect Alicia, and I also believed the Colonel imprinted his deceased wife onto
Alicia. My daddy protects me. All the conversations told by the main characters within the story were twisted
with ambiguity and confusion, probably with lies as well. From my perspectives, I believe the Colonel was the
murderer, because he made up a story where he was the loving father and he only ordered to kill Molero in
order to protect his daughter. I thought that was very fake, and I did not believe Dufo had the guts to torture a
child like that. He seemed to have gone crazy after he witnessed the murder, thus I did not believe he had the
guts to carry out the whole torture of Molero. The Colonel seemed to be heartless, and he was cold enough to
kill his own daughter. He seemed to be the perfect fit for the murderer. The novel seem to be a typical
detective story, however, this novel exposes many of the social problems within the Latin culture in s. First of
all, there were evidences of machismo throughout the story. Machismo describes the attitude of men in the s,
where they treat women as objects and show no respect for them. It also reflects the low social status for
women at the time. One of the whores named Tiger Lily came to Lieutenant Silva and Lituma in the hopes
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that they could stop her pimp from beating her every day. From the whole context, Tiger Lily seem like an
object or a livestock to the pimp. In modern days, despite the foul business of the pimp, physical abuse is a
serious crime in society. However, from the descriptions, it seemed so common at that time. The promiscuity
of Tiger Lily and her sexual offerings as gratitude to the Lieutenant also showed that women at that time were
brainwashed into thinking they were born as sex machines to the man. They seemed like they accepted their
destinies and accept machismo within their society. They thought getting beaten and offering sexual favors
were part of their every life. The whores did not seem to be ashamed of it, but rather enjoying the brothel and
the companies of the man. Even though Dona Adriana was married and had kids, Lieutenant Silva bears no
inhibitions with respect to how he lusts after the chubby women. He often describes Adriana with hidden
licentious manners, and announced several times that he was going to screw her while her husband was gone
for fishing. At the end of the novel, there was a twist in the story. And he made out that it was I who offended
him, the wise guy! Class prejudice was also a big problem shown through the novel. The Colonel for instance
insisted that Molero raped Alicia. Molero was a cholo, and the Colonel treated the lower classes like dirt. This
showed the racist atmosphere in old Latin culture. The lower classes were stumped on by the upper classes,
and were denied of their identities by the upper class. If Alicia truly loved him, she should have accepted who
Molero was, and of course should have respected his own name. Lituma had mentioned in the novel that
Alicia was similar to the Colonel, because she was also a racist. I believe part of the reason that Alicia fell in
love with Molero was because Molero did not look like a cholo. This was probably why Alicia felt that
Molero was not like a cholo. Lastly, but not least, the corruption of the governments were shown throughout
the last part of the story. Even though the case was solved and murderers were punished, the citizen did not
believe that was the whole story. This presented a serious social problem, that the citizen had no faith in the
government. Corruption was probably very common at the time, and many cover-ups and scapegoats were
used which lead to the mistrusts between the citizens and the government. In addition, despite the hardy work
of the detective in solving the case. The detectives not only did not get promoted, but rather demoted and
transferred to remote area. This showed how corrupted the government was and how they were infuriated
because the case did not go cold, but rather stirred up a scandal in the upper class officials. This problem was
also echoed through the section where the detectives went to visit Dona Lupe. The whole town citizens were
kept quiet due to the death threats from the officers. Such misuse of authority only happens at places where the
governments are so corrupted that there are neither justice nor law to govern the nation. There were no rules,
no laws to protect the people. The novel bluntly exposed the sinful corruptions that were happening within the
governing systems. It exposed many of the social issues that were occurring in Latin America back in the s.
The book covers issues such as racism, stereotypes and prejudice, and corruptions. The characters represented
the attitudes of the people at the time, and the helplessness of the common people. The book was short, but
very intriguing. You really have to go back several times to reread the dialogues in order to speculate your
own investigation. Since the author cunningly integrate both evidence and vagueness into the dialogues, the
novel really gets you thinking and analyzing what had really happen. I would definitely recommend this book
to my friends, I had a blast reading it and trying to make things work out in my mind for several days!
References and sites consulted: Who Killed Palomino Molero?. Collier Books Macmillan Publishing
Company. Cambridge University Press, Centre for Latin American Cultural Studies.

Chapter 7 : The Rap Sheet: The Book You Have to Read: â€œWho Killed Palomino Molero?â€• by Mario V
Mario Vargas Llosa is a famous writer, but Who Killed Palomino Molero? appears to be relatively unknown. I came
across it in , the year after its publication, and it has stayed in my head ever since.

Chapter 8 : Summary/Reviews: Who killed Palomino Molero? /
The half-breed cadet, Palomino Molero, was draft-exempt yet joined the military anyway. Why? For love, it seems--love
for the colonel's daughter, a love that for a number of reasons (race, class rank) cannot be.
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Chapter 9 : Who Killed Palomino Molero? Summary and Analysis (like SparkNotes) | Free Book Notes
SUMMARY. In "Who Killed Palomino Molero," Mario Vargas Llosa turned to detective fiction. The novel is set on an air
force base in Peru, where a young airman is found tortured and murdered.
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