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Anti-Semitism in medieval Europe Religious attitudes were reflected in the economic, social, and political life
of medieval Europe. In much of Europe during the Middle Ages, Jews were denied citizenship and its rights,
barred from holding posts in government and the military, and excluded from membership in guilds and the
professions. To be sure, some European rulers and societies, particularly during the early Middle Ages,
afforded Jews a degree of tolerance and acceptance, and it would be an error to conceive of Jews as facing an
unchanging and unceasing manifestation of anti-Jewish oppression throughout this period. The most famous
example of these accusations, that of the murder of William of Norwich, occurred in England, but these
accusations were revived sporadically in eastern and central Europe throughout the medieval and modern
periods. In the s the blood libel became part of Nazi propaganda. Another instrument of 12th-century
anti-Semitism, the compulsory yellow badge that identified the wearer as a Jew , was also revived by the
Nazis. The practice of segregating the Jewish populations of towns and cities into ghettos dates from the
Middle Ages and lasted until the 19th and early 20th centuries in much of Europe. This economic resentment,
allied with traditional religious prejudice , prompted the forced expulsion of Jews from several countries and
regions, including England , France 14th century , Germany s , Portugal , Provence , and the Papal States
Only Jews who had converted to Christianity were allowed to remain, and those suspected of continuing to
practice Judaism faced persecution in the Spanish Inquisition. As a result of these mass expulsions, the centres
of Jewish life shifted from western Europe and Germany to Turkey and then to Poland and Russia. But where
they were needed, Jews were tolerated. Living as they did at the margins of society, Jews performed economic
functions that were vital to trade and commerce. Because premodern Christianity did not permit moneylending
for interest and because Jews generally could not own land, Jews played a vital role as moneylenders and
traders. Where they were permitted to participate in the larger society, Jews thrived. During the Middle Ages
in Spain, before their expulsion in , Jewish philosophers, physicians, poets, and writers were among the
leaders of a rich cultural and intellectual life shared with Muslims and Christians. In collaboration with Arab
scholars and thinkers in the tolerant society of Muslim Spain, they were instrumental in transmitting the
intellectual heritage of the Classical world to medieval Christendom. The idea that the Jews were evil
persisted during the Protestant Reformation. Although Martin Luther expressed positive feelings about Jews,
especially earlier in his life, and relied on Jewish scholars for his translation of the Hebrew scriptures into
German, he became furious with Jews over their rejection of Jesus. Jews remained subject to occasional
massacres, such as those that occurred during wars between Eastern Orthodox Ukrainians and Roman Catholic
Poles in the midth century, which rivaled the worst massacres of Jews in the Middle Ages. Periodic
persecutions of Jews in western Europe continued until the late 18th century, when the Enlightenment changed
their position, at least in the West. It did not necessarily reduce anti-Semitism. Although the major
Enlightenment figures championed the light of reason in debunking what they regarded as the superstitions of
Christian belief, their thinking did not lead to any greater acceptance of Jews. Instead of holding Jews
responsible for the Crucifixion, Enlightenment thinkers blamed them for the advent of Christianity and for the
injustices and cruelty committed by followers of monotheistic religions. Some of the most prominent,
including Denis Diderot and Voltaire , pilloried the Jews as a group alienated from society who practiced a
primitive and superstitious religion. Until the French Revolution of , the status of Jews in Europe remained
tenuous. Treated as outsiders, they had few civil rights. They were taxed as a community , not as individuals.
Exclusion from the larger society reinforced their religious identity and strengthened their communal
institutions, which served judicial and quasi-governmental functions. In the French Revolution, with its
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promise of liberty, equality, and fraternity, the rights of citizenship were extended to Jews. Still, respect and
rights were conditioned on the willingness of Jews to abandon their age-old customs and their communal
identity. Full emancipation of Jews throughout Germany came only with the unification of Germany in Even
in France itself, emancipation did not end anti-Semitism but merely transformed it. In this new climate,
anti-Semitism became a powerful political tool, as politicians were quick to discover. In the s Karl Lueger
won the mayoralty of Viennaâ€”a city of diverse culture and many Jewsâ€”with his anti-Semitic campaigns.
In both Germany and Austria in the late 19th century, anti-Semitism became an organized movement with its
own political parties. The Russian Empire had restricted Jews to western regions known as the Pale of
Settlement ever since the partitions of Poland in the s had brought large numbers of Jews under Russian rule.
Another result was a somewhat smaller immigration of Jews to the countries of western Europe, where
anti-Semitic agitators exploited xenophobic sentiments against them. In France the Dreyfus Affair became a
focal point for anti-Semitism. In Alfred Dreyfus , a highly placed Jewish army officer, was falsely accused of
treason. His final vindication in was hampered by the French military and the bitterly anti-Semitic French
press, and the wrenching controversy over the case left lasting scars on French political life. The widespread
economic and political dislocations caused by World War I notably intensified anti-Semitism in Europe after
the war. In eastern Europe, anti-Semitism became widespread in Poland, Hungary, and Romania in the
interwar period.
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Contacts Early History 4th - 11th Century Evidence of Jews in the area now known as Germany dates back to
the early 4th century; in the s, a Jewish graveyard from that era was found in the city of Cologne. Little is
known about the early German Jews, but by the 8th century, Jews were flourishing among the German tribes
along the banks of the Rhine. The Jews, for the most part, lived in harmony with their newly Christian
neighbors. Jews could hold public office, own land, and work in whatever industries they chose; they spoke
the same languages and often had the same names as the Germans. Many Germans even converted to Judaism.
Like all countries at this point, there was no unified German state. Early on, Germany had consisted of a
number of tribes, often vying with one another for territorial control. The turmoil of the frequent wars and
political disputes among the Empire, Kingship and various feudal estates was compounded by the emergence
of the Roman Catholic Church as a force. The Church had, by this point, codified much of its doctrine,
including the attitude that the Jews were a rejected people, who must be separated decisively from the
Christians. Appeals from the Church to the Christian world to shun the Jews economically and socially date
back to the Theodosian Code of the fifth century, and were periodically reissued by Church synods. An
additional factor that endeared the Jews to the rest of society was their economic role. While the Jews also
worked as farmers and artisans, like the rest of society, they came to acquire a special reputation as merchants.
Rulers and populace alike, desperate for the goods that only the Jews could provide, were unable and
unwilling to obey the dictums of the church; the very fact that so many decrees were issued is evidence of the
apathy of Christendom in responding to them. The emerging Jewish merchant class created a vast international
network that traversed the Ashkenazi world. Jews would meet at regional fairs to learn about the fates of other
communities, to network, and, of course, to trade. This appeal marked the inception of the First Crusade. One
result of the Crusade, whether intended or otherwise, was that the era of cooperation between Christians and
Jews immediately ceased. With Christendom unified in a single purpose, the Jews were now viewed as
outsiders, and were rumored to be allied with the Muslims. Crusaders would routinely massacre whole Jewish
communities on their way to the Holy Land. Communities in Worms, Mainz and Cologne were devastated; in
Mainz, for example, 1, Jews were killed in one day in , and the synagogue and other communities buildings
were razed. It is important to note that while the Pope occasionally condemned these attacks on Jews, the
condemnations were neither vocal nor frequent. A German illuminated Passover Haggada, 14th century While
none of these future Crusades were as devastating to the German Jews as the first, which caught them
unaware, their lives and communities were nonetheless changed irrevocably. Jews ceased to be exclusively a
merchant class; much of Europe was now accessible after having been traversed by Crusaders, and
international trade could be performed by non-Jews. Because Christians could not lend money at interest, Jews
had a niche waiting for them. Of course, such a profession did little to endear the Jews to their neighbors,
some of whom would just as soon kill the moneylender as repay his loan. No longer could Jews hold public
office, or blithely interact with their Christian neighbors. Instead, the Jews of each city banded together in
ghettos. While the word has in our times acquired a decisively negative connotation in the aftermath of the
Holocaust , the ghettos of Medieval Germany were locked from the inside as well as from the outside. No Jew
could wander around the city without risking taunts and attacks, but few Jews had a reason or desire to leave
the ghetto in the first place. The Jewish community, or kahal, was mostly autonomous â€” sometimes the ruler
of the surrounding city would set limits on inhabitants of the ghetto, and they would always impose a heavy
tax burden, but the collecting of taxes and enforcing of population quotas was all done by the Jewish
governing board, the kehilla. Any interaction with non-Jewish rulers, businessmen, or neighbors was handled
by the shtadlan, a community representative The collective isolation of the Jews also led to the rise of Yiddish.
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The Jews continued speaking a medieval dialect of German, even as the language was advancing and changing
in the outside world. The language gradually incorporated elements of Hebrew , and eventually became a
language unto itself, which was often incomprehensible to the non-Jewish Germans. The centuries that
followed the Crusades were difficult ones for the Jews of Western Europe. In the thirteenth century, the
Catholic Church instituted the Inquisition. At the same time, the Jews were accused of killing children for
ritual purposes blood libels , of host desecration, and, during the Black Plague in the fourteenth century, of
poisoning wells. The evictions continued through the Middle Ages and the Reformation, and were the result of
the uncertain status of Jews as citizens of the cities they lived in. Within each German city, the ruler granted
the Jews a certain number of rights in a charter. This charter set the taxes that the Jews would pay, outlined the
area of the city they could live in, and guaranteed them protection; the remainder of the laws were left in the
hands of the kehilla. In essence, the Jews agreed to become the property of whichever ruler granted them a
protective charter. Implicit in the charter agreements was the fact that the charter could be rescinded whenever
the ruler of the region wished â€” and the regional rulers frequently did so. Even when a city-state expelled the
Jewish population, the disunified character of Germany ensured that another autonomous city would extend
them a charter. Their reason for doing so was generally economic â€” the Jews could be counted on to fill the
role of moneylender, and, despite the gains made by Christians in international trade, Jews were still
considered excellent merchants. The Jews would thus settle in a new location; eventually, the economic role
they served would become unnecessary, as Christians began to be crowded out of their industries. When this
happened, violence against the Jews inevitably ensued, and expulsion followed. In this way, the Jews were
constantly wandering through Europe, residing in each city only temporarily. In general, they moved east. As
a result, by the late fifteenth century, the center of world Jewry had moved from Western Europe to Eastern
Europe, with Jews especially concentrated in Poland. Because Jews controlled the loan of money, the feudal
lords in Germany, and elsewhere in Europe, became dependent on the more prominent Jews for funds. Often,
the Jewish advisors were single-handedly responsible for helping a Lord to raise an army, build a palace or
furnish some public facility. These advisors were sometimes able to help a community escape a riot or an
expulsion. For example, Joseph Oppenheimer , one of the most prominent court Jews in Germany, used his
position to convince the duke of Wurttemberg to rescind an expulsion order that had barred Jews from living
in his duchy in the south of Germany. In general, the Jews migrated within Germany in the Middle Ages from
the towns on the Rhine in the south to the east and the north. By the thirteenth century, communities were
forming in Munich , Vienna and Berlin , which would become important Jewish cities in Germany in the
modern era. In the Reformation period , Jews continued to be oppressed both physically and economically â€”
those who were not expelled shouldered a crippling tax burden. Additionally, Martin Luther , after failing to
convert the Jews to Protestantism, savagely denounced them , which led to more religiously-inspired violence
against them. The rulers of these kingdoms viewed the interests of the state as supreme, and began to realize
that the Jews were a valuable commodity that was wasted when expelled. The rulers of Prussia, Hamburg,
Bradenburg and Pomerania, to name just a few, therefore welcomed Jews into their territories; however, the
invitation came with numerous strings attached. The life of the Jews was highly regulated to ensure that the
state extracted as much value as possible from them; laws were issued addressing employment, family life,
residency and communal affairs. The expulsions that the Jews had become accustomed to became increasingly
rare as this era progressed. The readmission of the Jews to many German states continued in the eighteenth
century, when the charters extended to them granted them rights more and more similar to those of citizens. At
the same time, however, the autonomy that had been a hallmark of Jewish communal life for centuries began
to decline. As the Jews became more like citizens, their independent governance was withdrawn by the rulers.
For example, when Frederick II revised the charter of the Jews of Prussia in , he included strict rules regarding
the workings of the kahal. The appearance soon afterward of the Haskalah , the Jewish reaction to the
enlightenment, furthered the gradual dissolution of the Jewish semi-autonomy. Jewish thinkers and authors
began to criticize the insularity of the Jewish community and to emphasize secular and worldly pursuits in
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place of the traditional Jewish lifestyle and religion. As a result, many Jews left the ghetto to pursue education
if and when a school would admit Jews , brought their disputes to secular as opposed to religious courts and
befriended non-Jews. The most well-known example of this latter phenomena was the friendship of Moses
Mendelsohn and G. However, it was an atypical example, for while Mendelson remained scrupulously
observant, most maskilim did not, which seriously eroded Jewish unity in Germany. The decline of the kahal
continued in the aftermath of the French Revolution. Thus, the Jews became full citizens of France , a status
that was later withdrawn, and then reinstated by Napoleon. This emancipation, along with the revolution
against the British happening in the New World, set a precedent that began to be followed throughout Europe.
Various cities and states granted the Jews full equality, or else instituted reforms that were meant to culminate
in emancipation at a later date. Soon, the kahal ceased to exist as an important institution; eventually, it ceased
to exist at all. The new status of the Jews, however, was not achieved without opposition. Many peasants were
less willing to let go of their conception of the Jews than the Jews were to let go of their conceptions of
themselves. The recently renovated "New Synagogue" in East Berlin The new open, cosmopolitan atmosphere
had its impact on religion as well. Frustrated with traditional observance, which they viewed as overly
restrictive and irrelevant to modern life, many Jews joined the Reform movement. The first Reform Temple
was founded in Hamburg in , and it marked a dramatic departure from the traditional prayer service. Soon,
Reform Temples opened elsewhere too, and Berlin became the center of the movement. Meanwhile, in
Breslau , Zecharias Frankel laid the groundwork for the Conservative movement. The Jews of Germany were
by now an overwhelmingly urban, professional class. Many of them took part in the German revolution of ,
and in the resulting Frankfort parliament. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, anti-Semitism
became more visible, and even manifested itself in politics, but was dismissed by the urbane, assimilated Jews
as merely a passing social phenomenon. Jewish social life in the inter-war period consisted of a struggle
between Jewish nationalism and assimilationism. The foremost proponent of Jewish autonomy was Theodor
Herzl , the founder of political Zionism , who lived in Vienna. Many books and treatises were published, the
Hebrew language was resurrected as a living language and Yiddish drama and newspapers flourished. Some
Jews immigrated in this period, mostly to America or Palestine ; many more did so after the Nazis began to
persecute them. The majority of Jews, however, remained in Germany, with catastrophic results. The
Holocaust A synagogue burns in Memel on Kristallnacht The Nazi takeover of , which resulted in Adolph
Hitler , a virulent anti-Semite , becoming chancellor, was a stunning blow to German Jews. In , the Nuremberg
Laws were adopted; these laws officially defined Judaism in terms of race, and withdrew the citizenship of all
Jews. The situation escalated in when Austria was annexed by Germany. The atrocities perpetrated there
against Jews soon became common in Germany proper as well. On November 9, , Kristallnacht , Jewish
businesses and synagogues were razed, and Jews were hurt and killed in rioting. The government persecution
led to an increased solidarity among German Jewry. Communities banded together to promote immigration,
and to provide many of the services that had been stripped away by the government. After the war began,
these communal organizations were transformed into the Reichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland Reich
Union of Jews in Germany , headed by Leo Baeck. The biggest of these camps was Auschwitz , located in
Poland , where Jews were put to work as slave laborers, and eventually killed in gas chambers. The
Reichsvereinigung was sometimes forced to assist the Germans in the implementation of the final solution.
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Teacher and author, Hayyim Schauss, wrote this classic to partner with his "The Jewish Festivals." Together they give a
comprehensive view of Jewish life from ancient times to the mid-twentieth century.

Beyond Time and Place Introduction In the year BCE, Abraham began his long journey from Haran to Canaan
- a journey which would change the history of the world and have a profound effect on the development of
most major religions. Throughout the ages there has been a fascination with Jewish history. Countless times,
people have questioned the "miracle of the continual existence of the Jewish people" - this despite the almost
consistent world delight in their persecution and ridicule. Can we, by reading history, find any clue to this
intriguing historical riddle? Evidently, people think so, which explains the wide success of the massive
volumes of Salo Baron and the popularity of Johnson, Graezel, Roth, Marx, and others. As a nation we are not
only a people of the book. We are also a people that focuses on its past, with or without learning from it. Our
earliest source of Jewish history is no doubt the Bible. Many scholars, including leading Rabbis throughout the
centuries, claim that the Bible is selective - emphasizing the message rather than reflecting true history. There
are a number of noteworthy ancient Jewish historians ranging from pre-Roman times through the Golden Age
of Spain. However, true Jewish historiography did not really begin until the 19th century. Today there is a
plethora of books exploring every aspect of Jewish history. Most historians use geographical areas as their
guides. Others, like Paul Johnson analyze ideas layered in time. So why do we need another book and more so
why a chronological study? And why on the Internet? As a student I was captivated by the way world history
and events had their subtle and not-so-subtle effect on the course of Jewish History. The goals of this writer
are threefold: First, to create an easy-to-use overview of information which would be readily available for the
student and the layman; second, to provide the reader with a general picture of the world at different times and
its impact on Jewish history; third, to ignite some interest or fascination with one of the characters you will
meet and to encourage further study. For these reasons, I have decided that after having published my history
book once, to allow it to be placed on the Internet for all to use and peruse. Where does our history begin?
Most historians begin with the journey of Abraham as the first Jew. The biblical stories, although vastly
important historically, have their place in the birth and development of a Jewish consciousness and as a moral
guide, rather than as a day-to-day recorded history. I have decided to start with the year 69 CE and the
establishing of the Academy at Yabnehrather than Biblical history. While there is a lot of truth in this
statement, recent historians have found that the actual dispersion was far more gradual than we realize with
most of the population still in place until after the Second Revolt in So why the year ? Around 69 CE, Ben
Zaccai appealed to the Romans to allow Jewish scholarship to continue by saving the Sages of the time and
transferring them to Jabneh. This democratization and decentralization of Judaism encouraged the various
factions to join. No longer did the leadership depend on family lines but rather on individual knowledge and
leadership qualities. Anyone could now become a great rabbinical leader. It was therefore the writing and the
compending of the Oral Law into a text accepted by all factions, which both united and helped build a
foundation for the preservation of Judaism. The sects which did not accept this idea soon faded from the
limelight of history. Sources "History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon" Napoleon There are and will remain discrepancies between historians regarding the exact dates for many of
the events noted. This is mostly due to the lack of many first-hand reliable sources. In addition there are
numerous cases where riots were sparked on one day but the actual massacres took a day or two to organize.
Even the actual numbers of dead are questionable. Some historians have tried to compare population figures
before and after events. Others rely on accounts in letters or even from the local clergy for an idea. I have
striven to quote the most reliable sources rather than use numbers for shock value. This brings me to another
important point: It has been said that Jewish history consists of the shortest point between persecutions. It was
not my intention to produce another "massacre-of-the-day" account. This being said, I could not ignore or
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demean both the immensity and frequency of the persecutions. I have endeavored to balance it with other
events showing the strength of the Jewish People striving for normalcy and creativity under these harsh
conditions. Following is a short note on anti-Semitism vs anti-Judaism: Because much of our history is
crowded by Anti-Semitism there are a few points I would like to share with you: I have made use of both ideas
with the distinction that anti-Judaism is an intolerance of the Jewish religion. Hence, if someone converted to
Christianity he may have found doors opened to him. The term, anti-Semitism makes no such distinction. It is
usually conceded that during the first Commonwealth, c BCE the Jews were considered as any other nation,
whether hostile or friendly. The earliest beginnings of the Jewish - Gentile conflict and anti - Jewish writings
can be traced to Greek writings. Manetho Third Century BCE portrays Moses as Osarsiph an ex Priest of
Heliopolis, who became a leader of 80, "lepers and other polluted persons" forced out of Egypt and who
eventually conquered Jerusalem. This theme of the Jews as being expelled from Egypt will be repeated
throughout the centuries. Mnaseas of Patara Second Century BCE is believed to have invented or at least been
the first to report the story of the Jews worshipping the head of an ass. His "History of Egypt" is a compilation
of earlier writings, including those of Manetho accusing the Jews of being thrown out of Egypt. He was
considered so serious a threat that Josephus found it necessary to counterattack him in his book Against
Apion. Damocritus First Century CE is "distinguished" for having created the ritual murder accusation though
according to him it occurred only once in seven years. Unlike Apion he is more universal in his accusation and
claims the Jews did not distinguish between Greeks and other non Jews Soon after, Rome developed its own
brand of mainly anti-religious writings beginning with Cicero BCE , who in his speeches 59 BCE called the
Jewish religion "barbara superstitio". In 39 CE, after anti-Jewish riots threatened to destroy the community of
Alexandria, two delegations appeared before Emperor Caligula: One led by Philo pleading the Jewish cause
and the other by Apion attacking the Jews. This may even may be considered the first Jewish-Gentile
disputation. Hay Europe and the Jews traces the cause of Christian persecution and even the Holocaust to early
and medieval Christian writings. Flannery Anguish of the Jews traces its foundation to the Greek and Roman
writings mentioned above. Whether apologist for or accuser against the Church, the fact remains that the
consequent opinions of St. Justin author of the anti-Jewish Dialogue with Trypho and others had a most
dramatic effect on the position of Jews in the world. By no means were all popes or Christian rulers
knee-jerking anti-Semites. Many of them published bulls denying the ritual murder accusation or host
desecrations, but these words were often ignored by local friars and local populations. Yet even a pope who
would condemn the excesses against the Jews one day, might on the next issue an order to burn the Talmud or
to levy heavy taxes. Moreover, their policies were clearly affected by the current economic, political and
social situations. The official policy of the Church was set by Gregory the Great which consisted of
persecuting or "punishing" the Jews for the killing of Jesus. Ultimately, the goal would be to convince them to
accept Christianity as the successor to Judaism and not to annihilate them. The fact of Jewish survival or as
Johnson calls it the "extraordinary endurance" is just that - a fact. Many philosophers and historians have tried
to offer explanations. Some are currently predicting the slow extinction of the Jewish people through
intermarriage and lack of education. I am neither a fatalist nor pessimist. However, if the Jewish People is to
have a future, we must encourage our youth to study our history and to learn from it One final note: I have
decided to put this book over the Internet, rather than republishing it, to be used, enjoyed, and learned from.
The name and place indices from the original book will hopefully be put up at a later date. Publishing,
reprinting, or any public use of this material except for classroom use is strictly forbidden without the prior
consent of the author.
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The present work on The Lifetime of a Jew discusses the significant aspects in the life of the individual Jew from birth to
death. The treatment followed in this book is the same so successfully achieved by the author in his previous volume on
The Jewish Festivals. To the best of our knowledge this.

Who Wrote the History of Islam and How? The Muslims and the Jews In A. Following the Roman conquest,
many of the Jews left their homeland and wandered into other countries. Some Jewish tribes crossed the
Syrian desert and entered the Arabian peninsula where they settled in Hijaz. In course of time they built up
numerous colonies in Medina and between Medina and Syria. They are also said to have converted many
Arabs to Judaism. At the beginning of the seventh century A. All three tribes were rich and powerful, and also,
they were more civilized than the Arabs. Whereas the Arabs were all farmers, the Jews were the entrepreneurs
of industry, business and commerce in Arabia, and they controlled the economic life of Medina Yathrib. The
two Arab tribes â€” Aus and Khazraj â€” were debt-ridden to the Jews perennially. The lands in these valleys
were the most fertile in all Arabia, and their Jewish cultivators were the best farmers in the country. The
migration of Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam, from Makkah to Medina then Yathrib , brought him into
contact with the Jews for the first time. At the beginning they were friendly to him. He granted them the
famous Charter of Medina, and they acknowledged him the ruler of their city, and agreed to abide by his
decisions in all disputes. They also agreed to defend the city in the event of an invasion by an enemy. But,
unfortunately, this friendship did not last long. It soon became obvious that the Jews had given their friendship
to Muhammad with many reservations. In their own interest, they ought to have acted their part of the
agreement faithfully but they did not. For this change in their attitude, there were many reasons, among them:
When Muhammad arrived in Medina, he reformed the life of the Arabs or whoever became a Muslim. He
taught them to be temperate and moderate in everything, and taught them the value of discipline in life. They
stopped drinking and gambling both of which were the causes of their ruin in the past; and they gave up taking
loans at high rates of interest from the Jews. When the Arabs stopped taking loans and paying interest on
them, a rich source of revenue suddenly dried up for the Jews, and they bitterly resented this. They could now
see that their grip on the economic life of Medina was beginning to loosen. The Jews also realized that Islam
was an enemy of the system of exploitation, and of the capitalist system. They began to see Islam as a threat to
their economic interests. The Jewish priests hated Muhammad as much as the Jewish money-lenders. He had
shown to the Jews how their priest followed deviant interpretations of their scriptures, and how they distorted
their text. The Jews also believed that they were safe only as long as the two Arab tribes of Medina, the Aus
and the Khazraj, were fighting against each other. Peace between the Aus and the Khazraj, they thought,
would pose a threat to their survival in Arabia. For this reason, they were always fomenting trouble between
them. The third and the last tribe of the Jews in Medina was the Banu Qurayza. According to the terms of the
Charter of Medina, it was their duty to take an active part in defending the city during the siege of A. But not
only they did not contribute any men or materials during the siege but were actually caught conspiring with
the enemy to compass the destruction of the Muslims. Some Jews even attacked a house in which many
Muslim women and children had taken refuge as it was considered a safer place for them than their own
houses. If Amr ibn Abd Wudd had overcome the resistance of the Muslims, the Jews would have attacked
them from the rear. Between the pagans of Makkah and the Jews of Medina, the Muslims would have been
massacred. It was only the presence of mind of Muhammad and the daring of Ali that averted such a disaster.
Therefore, when the confederate army broke up and the danger to Medina was averted, the Muslims turned
their attention to them. The Jews shut themselves up in their forts and the Muslims besieged them. But some
days later, they requested the Prophet to raise the siege, and agreed to refer the dispute to arbitration. The
Prophet allowed the Jews to choose their own arbitrator. Here they made a very costly blunder. They should
have chosen Muhammad himself â€” the embodiment of mercy â€” to be their judge. If they had, he would
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have allowed them to depart from Medina with their baggage and their animals, and the incident would have
been closed. He declared treason to be an unpardonable offense, and his verdict was inexorable. He invoked
the Torah, the Scripture of the Jews, and sentenced all men to death, and women and children to slavery. His
sentence was carried out on the spot. The Jews of the tribe of Qurayza were massacred in the spring of A.
From this date, the Jews ceased to be an active force in the social, economic and political life of Medina.
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At this time, aproximately , Jews are living in 43 settlements in Eretz-Israel. The adult Jews of the city are
arrested and most are executed after refusing to convert. Thirty-one or 32 of the Jews are killed. The Jewish
children are forcibly baptized. Jews are sometimes required to wear a badge; sometimes a pointed hat. Most
Jews went to Germany and further east. This form of distinctive dress was an additon to badge Jews were
forced to wear. He also forced Jews over the age of seven to wear an indentifying badge. An additional Jews
are burned alive at the synagogue. They were only allowed to take what they could carry and most went to
France, paying for thier passage only to be robbed and cast overboard by the ship captains. Some , Jews are
forced to leave. An estimated five thousand Jews were killed before the king, Philip the Tall, admitted the
Jews were innocent. Despite the pleas of innocence of Pope Clement VI, the accusations resulted in the
destruction of over 60 large and small Jewish communities. The king also confiscated his great wealth.
Germany, and confiscates their books. Later, he expelled the Jews of Strassburg after a community debate.
King Wenceslaus refused to condemn the act, insisting that the responsibility lay with the Jews for going
outside during the Holy Week. He extends this edict to Spanish Jewish refugees. Jews now only remain in
Provence until and in the possessions of the Holy See. The Bull was withdrawn the following year, alleging
that the Jews of Rome attained the Bull by fraud.
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During that time, Jews were generally accepted in society and Jewish religious, cultural, and economic life blossomed.
During the Classical Ottoman period (), the Jews, together with most other communities of the empire, enjoyed a certain
level of prosperity.

Activities Reflect on Groups and Belonging Have students respond to and discuss the following journal
prompts using the Think, Pair, Share strategy: What groups do you belong to? How did you become a member
of each of them? Can you think of a time when someone made an assumption about you because of your
membership in a particular group? Was it a positive or negative assumption? How did it affect you? It is
important to help students understand that although these photographs depict a variety of experiences, they do
not begin to fully represent the richness and diversity of European Jewish life. Nevertheless, the photos will
help students glimpse the everyday lives of some European Jews and get a sense of what life was like for them
before World War II. Ask students to independently view all of the photographs in the gallery Pre-war Jewish
Life in Europe and then identify one photo that resonates with them for some reason. For instance, the
photograph might remind them of a moment or experience in their own lives, or there might be something
about it that surprises or captivates them. Have students reflect on and write about this photo for a few
minutes. What draws them to it? What questions do they have about the photo? Then ask them to share their
thoughts with a classmate. After reflecting on one image, ask students to think about the entire set of
photographs and write in their journals about what these images collectively suggest about the diverse life of
European Jews living before World War II. What conclusions can students begin to draw? What questions do
they have? Ask them to share their thoughts with a partner, small group, or as a class, if you have time. Share
the following background information with students: Judaism, a religious faith that has existed for more than
3, years, is the oldest monotheistic religion. Continuous rumors, lies, myths, and misinformation about Jews
have circulated throughout history, and many of them persist in the contemporary world. Before World War II,
Jews lived and thrived in varied communities, spanning eastern and western Europe, with diverse cultures and
ways of life. Jews in Europe came from small towns as well as cities, and they were active in music, theater,
politics, the military, business, and education. They viewed themselves as members of the nations in which
they lived, not as outsiders. Being Jewish was just one aspect of their identity. Despite the efforts of the Nazi
Party to depict Jews as a homogenous and dangerous enemy, Jewish life before the rise of the Nazi Party was
rich and diverse. Ask them to consider the following questions as they watch: Why was there a backlash
against Jews in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries? What myths, lies, and stereotypes about Jews were
spread during this period? Compare and contrast the images of Jews from the time period shown in the video
and the photographs you analyzed earlier. How do the antisemitic images attempt to distort the truth? Consider
the Effect of Antisemitism on Individual Identity Explain to students that antisemitism took a toll on
individual Jews and their communities in large part because the way that they defined their own identities was
in conflict with the stereotypes and lies others used to define them. Share the quotation below from composer
Arnold Schoenberg with students. Schoenberg was born to a Jewish family in Austria. He emigrated to the
United States in , the year after the Nazis took control of Germany. In , in response to pervasive antisemitism
in Germany and Austria, he wrote: I have at last learned the lesson that has been forced upon me during this
year, and I shall not ever forget it. It is that I am not a German, not a European, indeed perhaps scarcely a
human being at least the Europeans prefer the worst of their race to me , but I am a Jew. Have students journal
their reflections to this quote and share with a partner, or have a few share with the class. Then tell students
that Arnold Schoenberg saw himself as more German than Jewish, but he emigrated to the United States when
the expression of his musical talent were overshadowed by antisemitism and the rise of Nazis. Ask students
how his quote reflects this experience. Remind students of the reflection they wrote at the beginning of this
lesson about groups and belonging in their own lives. Have they ever experienced, like Schoenberg, a conflict
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between how they define themselves and the way others define them? Extensions Learn More about Individual
Jewish Musicians Using the Biopoem strategy to create poems based on Jewish musicians in pre-war Europe
can help students gain a deeper understanding of the impact that Nazi policies had on musicians during this
time. This activity can also help students learn more about how group identity and membership shaped the
way individuals from this period viewed themselves. Assign each student a musician to research on the
internet. Musicians you might assign include the following:
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The Lifetime of a Jew Throughout the Ages of Jewish History Average rating: 0 out of 5 stars, based on 0 reviews Write
a review This button opens a dialog that displays additional images for this product with the option to zoom in or out.

This article uncritically uses texts from within a religion or faith system without referring to secondary sources
that critically analyze them. Please help improve this article by adding references to reliable secondary sources
, with multiple points of view. It begins among those people who occupied the area lying between the river
Nile and Mesopotamia. Surrounded by ancient seats of culture in Egypt and Babylonia , by the deserts of
Arabia , and by the highlands of Asia Minor , the land of Canaan roughly corresponding to modern Israel, the
Palestinian Territories, Jordan and Lebanon was a meeting place of civilizations. According to the Hebrew
Bible , Jews descend from the ancient people of Israel who settled in the land of Canaan between the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River. Hecht Museum The Book of Genesis, chapters 25â€”50,
tells the story of Jacob and his twelve sons, who left Canaan during a severe famine and settled in Goshen of
northern Egypt. The Egyptian Pharaonic government allegedly enslaved their descendants, although there is
no independent evidence of this having occurred. According to the Bible, the Hebrews miraculously emigrated
out of Egypt an event known as the Exodus , and returned to their ancestral homeland in Canaan. According to
the Bible, after their emancipation from Egyptian slavery, the people of Israel wandered around and lived in
the Sinai desert for a span of forty years before conquering Canaan in BCE under the command of Joshua.
After entering Canaan, portions of the land were given to each of the twelve tribes of Israel. However,
archaeology reveals a different story of the origins of the Jewish people: The archaeological evidence of the
largely indigenous origins of Israel in Canaan, not Egypt, is "overwhelming" and leaves "no room for an
Exodus from Egypt or a year pilgrimage through the Sinai wilderness". Almost the sole marker distinguishing
the "Israelite" villages from Canaanite sites is an absence of pig bones, although whether this can be taken as
an ethnic marker or is due to other factors remains a matter of dispute. During the reign of David, the already
existing city of Jerusalem became the national and spiritual capital of the United Kingdom of Israel and Judah.
Upon his death, a civil war erupted between the ten northern Israelite tribes, and the tribes of Judah Simeon
was absorbed into Judah and Benjamin in the south. The nation split into the Kingdom of Israel in the north,
and the Kingdom of Judah in the south. No commonly accepted historical record accounts for the ultimate fate
of the ten northern tribes, sometimes referred to as the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel , although speculation
abounds. The elite of the kingdom and many of their people were exiled to Babylon, where the religion
developed outside their traditional temple. Others fled to Egypt. After the fall of Jerusalem, Babylonia modern
day Iraq , would become the focus of Judaism for more than a thousand years. The two most famous
academies were the Pumbedita Academy and the Sura Academy. Major yeshivot were also located at
Nehardea and Mahuza. After a few generations and with the conquest of Babylonia in BC by the Persian
Empire , some adherents led by prophets Ezra and Nehemiah , returned to their homeland and traditional
practices. Other Judeans [13] did not permanently return and remained in exile and developed somewhat
independently outside of the Land of Israel, especially following the Muslim conquests of the Middle East in
the 7th century CE. After the death of the last Jewish prophet and while still under Persian rule, the leadership
of the Jewish people passed into the hands of five successive generations of zugot "pairs of" leaders. They
flourished first under the Persians and then under the Greeks. As a result, the Pharisees and Sadducees were
formed. Greek culture was spread eastwards by the Alexandrian conquests. The Levant was not immune to
this cultural spread. During this time, currents of Judaism were influenced by Hellenistic philosophy
developed from the 3rd century BCE, notably the Jewish diaspora in Alexandria , culminating in the
compilation of the Septuagint. An important advocate of the symbiosis of Jewish theology and Hellenistic
thought is Philo. Hasmonean dynasty A deterioration of relations between hellenized Jews and orthodox Jews
led the Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes to impose decrees banning certain Jewish religious rites and
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traditions. Consequently, the orthodox Jews revolted under the leadership of the Hasmonean family also
known as the Maccabees. The people, who did not want to be governed by a king but by theocratic clergy,
made appeals in this spirit to the Roman authorities. A Roman campaign of conquest and annexation, led by
Pompey , soon followed. Roman expansion was going on in other areas as well, and would continue for more
than a hundred and fifty years. Some of his offspring held various positions after him, known as the Herodian
dynasty. The empire was often callous and brutal in its treatment of its Jewish subjects, see Anti-Judaism in
the pre-Christian Roman Empire. The revolt was defeated by the future Roman emperors Vespasian and Titus.
In the Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE, the Romans destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem and, according to some
accounts, plundered artifacts from the temple, such as the Menorah. Jerusalem was renamed Aelia Capitolina
and Judea was renamed Syria Palestina , to spite the Jews by naming it after their ancient enemies, the
Philistines. Jewish diaspora The Jewish diaspora began with the Assyrian conquest and continued on a much
larger scale with the Babylonian conquest, in which the Tribe of Judah was exiled to Babylonia along with the
dethroned King of Judah, Jehoiachin , in the 6th century BCE, and was taken into captivity in BCE. These
Hellenised Jews were affected by the diaspora only in its spiritual sense, absorbing the feeling of loss and
homelessness that became a cornerstone of the Jewish creed, much supported by persecutions in various parts
of the world. The policy encouraging proselytism and conversion to Judaism, which spread the Jewish religion
throughout the Hellenistic civilization , seems to have subsided with the wars against the Romans. Of critical
importance to the reshaping of Jewish tradition from the Temple-based religion to the rabbinic traditions of the
Diaspora, was the development of the interpretations of the Torah found in the Mishnah and Talmud. Late
Roman period in the Land of Israel[ edit ] The relations of the Jews with the Roman Empire in the region
continued to be complicated. In â€” CE, the Jews of Galilee launched yet another revolt , provoking heavy
retribution. In , however, the relations with the Roman rulers improved, upon the rise of Emperor Julian , the
last of the Constantinian dynasty, who unlike his predecessors defied Christianity. In , not long before Julian
left Antioch to launch his campaign against Sasanian Persia, in keeping with his effort to foster religions other
than Christianity, he ordered the Jewish Temple rebuilt. Sabotage is a possibility, as is an accidental fire.
Divine intervention was the common view among Christian historians of the time. Especially violent were the
third and the fourth revolts, which resulted in almost the entire annihilation of the Samaritan community. It is
likely that the Samaritan Revolt of was joined by the Jewish community, which had also suffered a brutal
suppression of Israelite religion. In the belief of restoration to come, in the early 7th century the Jews made an
alliance with the Persians , who invaded Palaestina Prima in , fought at their side, overwhelmed the Byzantine
garrison in Jerusalem, and were given Jerusalem to be governed as an autonomy. With the consequent
withdrawal of Persian forces, Jews surrendered to Byzantines in or CE, but were massacred by Christian
radicals in CE, with the survivors fleeing to Egypt.
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BL Additional , f. If you are interested in learning more, Prof. The Jews of medieval Christian Europe are
often referenced as one of the central reasons why the period is projected this way: Like all such backlashes,
this one is a combination of truth and fiction, and an oversimplification of a complex subject. This is the case
for generalizations about medieval civilization overall as well as about the Jews in particular. In reality,
neither medieval society, nor Jewish life within it, was always dire; there were many times and places in
which medieval Jewish people and Jewish culture thrived. The medieval world was much more than the
Roman Catholic sectors of Europe. This is true both geographically and religiously. The medieval period is
generally defined as extending from roughly to roughly although some scholars now extend the Middle Ages
down to the end of the eighteenth century, the point in time when Enlightenment ideals of social equality
began to be actualized in the creation of new-style polities and societies. Over this period of a millennium or
more, Jewish societies extended from Mesopotamia westward across Europe and North Africa. During the
central centuries of the Middle Ages roughly the ninth through twelfth centuries , the largest expanse of this
vast area was ruled in the name of Islam; other sectors were ruled in the name of Greek Christianity; the
smallest and weakest segment of this vast territory was ruled in the name of Roman Catholicism. As a result, it
reflected the realities of that area during the closing centuries of the Middle Ages. By that time, these
territories had overcome their earlier weakness, had achieved leadership in the world, and had come to harbor
the largest portion of worldwide Jewry. But the concentration of Jews in Roman Catholic Europe toward the
end of the Middle Ages to which we shall return was by no means the norm throughout the medieval period.
Jewish population distribution during the earlier centuries of the Middle Ages was quite different. Map of
Jewish communities and Rabbinical academies in the high medieval Middle East. The dominant Jewish
community at the time was in Mesopotamiaâ€”it had a large Jewish population, a flourishing Jewish economy,
and a vigorous Jewish intellectual life. The Jewish community in Palestineâ€”once the center of the Jewish
world but by then considerably reducedâ€”was also part of the realm of Islam. But newer Jewish communities
also sprang up across the southern and western shores of the Mediterranean Sea. This simply indicates a
degree of multiculturalism and religious integration within the medieval Islamic world. BL Oriental , ff. Let us
begin on the doctrinal level. The Islamic perspective on humanity divided the peoples of the world broadly
into three groups: This was hardly a message of human equality; Islam was understood as the full truth and
Muslims as the privileged bearers of that truth. Nonetheless, other monotheistsâ€”which meant, essentially,
Jews and Christiansâ€”were honored for their reception of a significant level of divine truth. This translated
into an Islamic policy of full protection of these alternative monotheisms and monotheists. Jews and Christians
as private individuals were not to be persecuted for their beliefs and practices. The corporate institutions of
Jews and Christians were likewise to be respected and protected. Beyond this Islamic theory, there were social
realities that positively affected Jewish life throughout the realm of Islam. In the first place, Jews were
long-time residents of these vast areas. Their presence long predated the emergence of Islamâ€”and indeed the
emergence of Christianity as well. These Jewish inhabitants of Islamic territories were viewed by others and
by themselves as simply a given part of the terrain. Moreover, the population of the Islamic realm was highly
diverse racially, ethnically, and religiously. The relatively small Jewish minority was thus in no sense
conspicuous. Indeed, of the two respected monotheisms, the Jews tended to be favored by the Muslim ruling
class. In many areas for example Spain and Italy , Christians had been in power, but had lost their power to
Muslim conquerors. Thus, the local Christians were inherently suspected of harboring anti-Muslim
aspirations. Nowhere was this true for Jews, who were generally deemed cooperative and trustworthy. Thus
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the Jews of the realm of Islam in its heyday c. The Jews of the Islamic sphere grew in numbers, flourished
economically, interacted vigorously with their creative non-Jewish milieu, fashioned major institutions of
Jewish intellectual and spiritual activity, and produced great intellectual and spiritual leaders and works. These
were aspects of Jewish life and achievement unknown to the Enlightenment thinkers for whom the Middle
Ages as they knew itâ€”i. The Rise of Catholic Europe and its Jews Toward the end of the first millennium, a
process of slow change began, which would result in a massive redistribution of power throughout the
medieval world. Roman Catholic Europeâ€”until then the weakest of the sectors of the medieval
worldâ€”slowly began to develop in ways that would eventually transform it into the most powerful area on
the scene. A map of medieval Jewish migration. Arable lands in the north were extended; populations grew;
cities expanded; trade and commerce matured; governance became increasingly effective; security improved;
the Church became better organized; cultural institutions and creativity flourished. By the end of the fifteenth
century, Roman Catholic Europe led the way in the discovery and exploitation of far-off areas of the globe,
which served to enhance even further its newfound dominance. This dominance lasted well into modernity.
These changes had enormous implications for Jewish history. Up through the end of the first millennium, the
Jewish population of Roman Catholic Europe was miniscule. There were minor Jewish enclaves across
southern Europeâ€”in northern Spain, southern France, and Italy. But there were hardly any Jews across
backward northern Europe. But as Roman Catholic Europe surged, its Jewish population began to grow. In
part, this Jewish population growth was the result of accelerating Christian conquests of Muslim territories,
especially on the Iberian peninsula. As the Christian re-conquest of Spain proceeded from north to south,
towns with large Jewish communities were added to Christendom. The conquering Christian rulers were keen
to keep these Jews in place rather than have them flee to other Muslim-controlled lands, in order to preserve
the advanced level of their economies. Slowly, Jews from areas of the Mediterranean Basin that remained
under Muslim control were attracted by the burgeoning opportunities in the southern areas of an expanded and
vitalized Roman Catholic Europe, and so they migrated. From the perspective of Jewish history, the truly
monumental change involved northern Europe. An area that had never been home to a significant Jewish
population slowly began to attract Jews from the southern lands. Only those Jews with the mobility provided
by business and trade could make the move; these Jewish immigrants were strongly supported by the northern
political authorities, who were anxious to bring to their domains new settlers that could introduce the more
advanced economic techniques of the older and better-developed south. This was the group that also saw the
emergence of new forms of anti-Jewish thinking and behavior. The roots of the medieval anti-Jewish animus
and persecution highlighted in Enlightenment rejection of the European Middle Ages lie in the origins and
evolution of northern European Jewry during the High and Late Middle Ages. The successful migration of
Jews northward was fully supported by the political authorities, who were eager to utilize the Jewish economic
skills and knowledge gained in the more-advanced southern sectors of Europe. The Church maintained what
was, by that time, a well-established policy: Church leaders insisted on the rights of Jews to live securely and
peacefully in Christian society. They equally insisted on limiting any Jewish behaviors that they thought might
impinge on Christians. Despite the eagerness of the local rulers and official support of the Church, the
populace of northern Europe resisted these Jewish newcomers for a number of reasons. The most prominent
was the common human antipathy toward recent immigrantsâ€”a lamentable phenomenon observable in all
human societies at all times. Exacerbating this normal tendency, Christian Europe wasâ€”unlike the realm of
Islamâ€”relatively homogenous religiously. Thus, those who saw themselves as the indigenous inhabitants of
northern Europe viewed the new Jewish settlers as a religious disruption. These grounds of opposition
activated a dormant prejudice: The consequence of all this was the emergence of significant hostility towards
the new Jewish settlers in the north by many of their neighbors. As a result of the popular resistance in
northern Europe, the new Jewish settlers were not able to create for themselves diversified economic outlets.
Most of them had come with skills in business and trade. As the Church attempted during the twelfth century
to prohibit Christians from taking interest on loans from other Christiansâ€”which it saw as the sin of
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usuryâ€”it opened the way for these Jewish businesspeople, who were not governed by the prohibition of
taking interest from Christian borrowers, to specialize in moneylending. Once again, the rulers of northern
Europe were supportive. The rapid economic development of their domains required an ongoing smooth flow
of capital, and they themselves found that borrowing money was often useful. But, once again, this created a
potent source of popular animosity. Moneylendersâ€”like newcomersâ€”are never popular. Out of the
combination of multi-faceted discontents with the new Jews of northern Europe emerged a series of slanders,
prejudices, and hatreds that plagued Jewish life from the twelfth century until today. Medieval Anti-Jewish
Violence As a result of the complex circumstances described, Jews did suffer deeply in medieval Roman
Catholic Christendom during the latter centuries of the Middle Ages. Religious difference was surely a factor
in this suffering. But there wereâ€”as we have seenâ€”other and more complicated factors as well. Some of
the Enlightenment imagery of Jewish suffering is accurate; some is not. Jews were attacked by Christian
crusaders. But the anti-Jewish violence associated with crusading, as examined in previous articles in this
series , was fairly limited in scope. Moreover, such violence was soundly repudiated by the ecclesiastical
authorities that created and provided spiritual guidance for crusading. In fact, the inquisition had no direct
jurisdiction over Jews; it was a court system designed to eradicate heresy from Christian society, not Judaism.
Since a major form of heresy involved formerly Jewish Christians suspected of returning to their prior Jewish
faith, the inquisitorial courts often dealt with Jewish thinking and behaviors on the part of Christian
defendants. But these defendants were formally defined as Christians. Fully professing Jews rarely appeared
before the inquisition. We hope to address the complexities of their lives, violence in medieval Spain, and the
inquisition more fully in a subsequent article. This anti-Jewish hostility did not abate over the course of the
medieval centuries; instead, it intensified markedly. As a result, at points of intense stress, Jews became the
scapegoats for broader societal malaise. During the mid-fourteenth century, for example, the world was
suddenly struck by the devastating bubonic plague. As a result, many European Christiansâ€”utterly
disoriented and terrified by the natural calamityâ€”attacked Jews as the alleged source of the catastrophe.
Similarly, during the late fourteenth century, when societal dislocation erupted throughout Spain, Jews again
suffered popular violence. The same happened again in seventeenth-century Poland. This popular anti-Jewish
animus created a need for special support of the Jews on the part of the ruling class. During the early centuries
of the second millennium, most of the northern-European political authorities provided the requisite support.
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The early part of the story is told in the Hebrew Bible Old Testament. It describes how God chose the Jews to
be an example to the world, and how God and his chosen people worked out their relationship. It was a stormy
relationship much of the time, and one of the fascinating things about Jewish history is to watch God changing
and developing alongside his people. The birth of the Jewish people and the start of Judaism is told in the first
5 books of the Bible. God chose Abraham to be the father of a people who would be special to God, and who
would be an example of good behaviour and holiness to the rest of the world. God guided the Jewish people
through many troubles, and at the time of Moses he gave them a set of rules by which they should live,
including the Ten Commandments. From then on Jewish worship was focussed on the Temple, as it contained
the Ark of the Covenant, and was the only place where certain rites could be carried out. The kingdom
declines Around BCE, the kingdom fell apart, and the Jewish people split into groups. This was the time of the
prophets. Around BCE the temple was destroyed, and the Jewish leadership was killed. Many Jews were sent
into exile in Babylon. Although the Jews were soon allowed to return home, many stayed in exile, beginning
the Jewish tradition of the Diaspora - living away from Israel. Rebuilding a Jewish kingdom The Jews grew in
strength throughout the next years BCE, despite their lands being ruled by foreign powers. At the same time
they became more able to practice their faith freely, led by scribes and teachers who explained and interpreted
the Bible. In BCE the King of Syria desecrated the temple and implemented a series of laws aiming to wipe
out Judaism in favour of Zeus worship. There was a revolt BCE and the temple was restored. The revolt is
celebrated in the Jewish festival of Hannukah. But internal divisions weakened the Jewish kingdom and
allowed the Romans to establish control in 63 BCE. In the years that followed, the Jewish people were taxed
and oppressed by a series of "puppet" rulers who neglected the practice of Judaism. The priests or Sadducees
were allied to the rulers and lost favour with the people, who turned increasingly to the Pharisees or Scribes.
These were also known as Rabbis, meaning teachers. His followers came to believe he was the promised
Messiah and later split away from Judaism to found Christianity, a faith whose roots are firmly in Judaism.
Rabbinic Judaism The Rabbis encouraged the Jewish people to observe ethical laws in all aspects of life, and
observe a cycle of prayer and festivals in the home and at synagogues. This involved a major rethink of Jewish
life. Although the Temple still stood, its unique place as the focus of Jewish prayer and practice was
diminished. Many synagogues had been founded in Palestine and right around the Jewish Diaspora. The most
well known of the early teachers were Hillel, and his contemporary Shammai. The destruction of the Temple
This was a period of great change - political, religious, cultural and social turmoil abounded in Palestine. The
Jewish academies flourished but many Jews could not bear being ruled over by the Romans. During the first
years CE the Jews twice rebelled against their Roman leaders, both rebellions were brutally put down, and
were followed by stern restrictions on Jewish freedom. The first revolt, in 70 CE, led to the destruction of the
Temple. This brought to an end the temple worship and is still perceived by traditional Jews as the biggest
trauma in Jewish history. A second revolt, in CE, resulted in the death of hundreds of thousands of Jews, the
enslaving of thousands of others, and the banning of Jews from Jerusalem - CE: Following the twin religious
and political traumas, the academies moved to new centres both in Palestine and in the Diaspora. A sense of
urgency had taken hold and it was considered vital to write down the teachings of the Rabbis so that Judaism
could continue. Around CE, scholars compiled the Mishna, the collection of teachings, sayings and
interpretations of the early Rabbis. The academies continued their work and several generations of Rabbis
followed. Their teachings were compiled in the Talmud which expands on the interpretations of the Mishna
and established an all-encompassing guide to life. The Talmud exists in two forms. The first was finalised
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around the 3rd century CE in Palestine, and the second and superior version was completed during the 5th
century CE in Babylon. During this period Jews were allowed to become Roman citizens, but later were
forbidden to own Christian slaves or to marry Christians. In CE the Romans banned synagogue building, and
barred Jews from official jobs. Despite an attempt to forcibly convert all Jews to Islam in CE, this golden age
continued. At around this time the first Jews are recorded in Britain. The armies of the first Crusade attacked
Jewish communities on their way to Palestine, especially in Germany. When the Crusaders captured Jerusalem
they slaughtered and enslaved thousands of Jews as well as Muslims. Following the example of the Romans
earlier, they banned Jews from the city. In Britain, the Jewish population increased, benefiting from the
protection of Henry I. The bad times return The s were a seriously bad period. Jews were driven from southern
Spain by a Berber invasion. Serious anti-Jewish incidents began to occur in Europe: Expulsions In England
the Jews faced increasing restrictions during the Thirteenth Century, and in they were all expelled from
England. Shortly afterwards the Jews were expelled from France. In the Jews in Spain suffered under the
Spanish Inquisition, and in Jews were expelled from Spain altogether. The same thing happened in Portugal in
The Jewish form of mysticism, known as Kabbalah reached new heights with the publication in Spain of the
Book of Splendour, which influenced Jewish Spirituality for centuries. History from to s Jews return to Britain
This was a period of Jewish expansion. Jews were allowed to return to England and their rights of citizenship
steadily increased. Jews were first recorded in America in Hassidism Poland and Central Europe saw the
creation of a new Jewish movement of immense importance - Hassidism. The movement included large
amounts of Kabbalic mysticism as well, and the way it made holiness in every day life both intelligible and
enjoyable, helped it achieve great popularity among ordinary Jews. However it also led to divisions within
Judaism, as many in the religious establishment were strongly against it. In Lithuania in Hassidism was
excommunicated, and Hassidic Jews were banned from marrying or doing business with other Jews.
Persecution in Central Europe Towards the end of the s Jews began to suffer persecution in central Europe,
and in Russia they began to be restricted to living in a particular area of the country, called The Pale. This was
Reform Judaism, which began in Germany and held that Jewish law and ritual should move with the times,
and not be fixed. It introduced many changes to worship, and customs, and grew rapidly into a strong
movement. It continues to flourish in Europe and the USA. Good news and bad news As the 19th century
continued many countries gradually withdrew restrictions on Jewsâ€”the UK allowed its Jewish citizens the
same rights as others by s. But at the same time Jews came under increasing pressure in central Europe and
Russia. There were brutal pogroms against Jews in which they were ejected from their homes and villages, and
cruelly treated. Some of this persecution is told in the musical show Fiddler on the Roof. In Israel, Jewish
culture was having a significant rebirth as the Hebrew language was recreated from a language of history and
religion into a language of everyday life. The Jewish population of Britain increased by , in 30 years. However
in the UK passed a law that slowed immigration to a mere trickle. The birth of Zionism The Zionist
movement, whose aim was to create a Jewish state, was rooted in centuries of Jewish prayer and yearning to
return to the land of Israel. Political Zionism began in the midth Century and towards the end of the century it
gained strength as many Jews began to feel that the only way they could live in safety would be to have a
country of their own. In the Balfour Declaration of , the British Government agreed that a national home for
Jewish people should be established in Palestine. Following the First World War, the British governed the
region in preparation for a permanent political arrangement. Over the next few years Jewish immigration
increased and important institutions were founded such as the Israeli Chief Rabbinate, and the Hebrew
University. The Holocaust Jewish history of the s and s is dominated by the Holocaust, the implementation on
an industrial scale of a plan to wipe the whole Jewish people from the face of Europe. The plan was carried
out by the Nazi government of Germany and their allies. During the Holocaust 6 million Jewish people were
murdered, 1 million of them children. The events of the Holocaust have shaped Jewish thinking, and the
thinking of other people about Jewish issues ever since. War crimes trials of those involved in the Holocaust
continue to this day. The tragedy affected much of the religious thinking of Jews, as they try to make sense of
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a God who could allow such a thing to happen to his chosen people. The State of Israel The second defining
Jewish event of the century was the achievement of the Zionist movement in the creation of the State of Israel
in There had been strong and paramilitary opposition to British colonial rule for many years, and in the
United Nations agreed a plan to partition the land between Jews and Arabs. In May the British Government
withdrew their forces. Immediately, the surrounding Arab States invaded and the new Jewish State was forced
to fight the first of several major wars. Notable among these were the 6-day war in and the Yom Kippur war in
The first steps towards a permanent peace came when Israel signed a peace treaty with Egypt in , and with
Jordan in For most of its history Israel has had an uneasy relationship with the Arab states that surround it,
and has been greatly sustained by the help and support of the USA, where the Jewish community is large and
influential. The 21st century began with great political uncertainty over Israel and its relationship with the
Palestinian people, and this continues.
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