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Grounds for Divorce In most Western nations, there are approximately 16 distinct reasons for which divorces
are granted. In India, however, only five main reasons are generally accepted as sufficient grounds for divorce
Choudhary The various religious regulations are not unanimous on this issue. The Hindu law allows divorce
to be granted on the grounds of the infidelity of either husband or wife. The Christian law, however, would
traditionally not have granted a divorce to a woman solely on the grounds of adultery. She would have had to
prove another violation, such as cruelty Kapur and Cossman There also must be an obvious intent on the part
of the offending spouse to remain permanently apart from the other. This statute also applies to cases in which
a spouse has been heard from for at least seven years Choudhary This category includes both physical and
mental abuse as well as neglect Choudhary Previously, the law required both adultery and cruelty to be
proven. The national Indian Christian community seems to have embraced this judgment Raikar-Mhatre This
refers to the physical inability of the couple to consummate the marriage Choudhary 91 or the refusal by one
spouse to do so Diwan Some cases have established that sterility can be construed to mean
non-consummation if the other partner is not aware of the condition before the marriage Diwan Both mental
and physical illnesses are included in this category, as well as sexually transmitted diseases Choudhary Not
all religions recognize identical diseases as grounds for divorce. Christians and Parsis do not allow divorce for
a sexually transmitted disease or leprosy while the other communities do Diwan Consequences of Divorce
Economic. There is great disparity between the economic ramifications of divorce between men and women.
Also, due to the social stigma of divorce, women find it difficult to remarry and usually attempt to establish an
independent household Amato While the law in India stipulates that one has the right to divorce, it is still a
highly stigmatizing action. Women are looked upon more harshly than men in this regard. There continues to
be segments of Indian society that feel divorce is never an option, regardless of how abusive or adulterous the
husband may be. A divorced woman often will return to her family, but may not be wholeheartedly welcomed.
She puts, especially if she has children, an economic burden on her family and is often given lowly household
tasks to perform. Unavoidably, the overall status of the family and household are lowered by having a
divorcee living amongst them. Women from higher classes tend to have an easier time than middle or lower
class women in returning to the social order after a divorce. An exception to this model is the extreme bottom
of the society who have experienced little rebuff from peers after a divorce. This results from their already
atypical status in society Amato To everything she had fled from only a few years ago. Except now she had
two children. Works Cited Amato, P. Divorce in Indian Society: Law of Marriage and Divorce in India.
Sterling Publishers Private Limited, Kapur, Ratna, and Brenda Cossman. Feminist Engagements with Law in
India. The God of Small Things. A Study in Comparative Law. Michael Fried, Fall Last edited:
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The first 5 years are relatively divorce-free, and if a marriage survives more than 20 years it is unlikely to end
in divorce. Social scientists study the causes of divorce in terms of underlying factors that may possibly
motivate divorce. One of these factors is the age at which a person gets married; delaying marriage may
provide more opportunity or experience in choosing a compatible partner. To Teachman, the fact that the
elevated risk of divorce is only experienced when the premarital partner s is someone other than the husband
indicates that premarital sex and cohabitation are now a normal part of the courtship process in the United
States. Divorce is sometimes caused by one of the partners finding the other unattractive. Although this may
not always be true, studies suggest that children from divorced families are more likely to exhibit such
behavioral issues than those from non-divorced families. There are, however, many instances when the
parentâ€”child relationship may suffer due to divorce. Financial support is many times lost when an adult goes
through a divorce. The adult may be obligated to obtain additional work to maintain financial stability. In turn,
this can lead to a negative relationship between the parent and child; the relationship may suffer due to lack of
attention towards the child as well as minimal parental supervision [58] Studies have also shown that parental
skills decrease after a divorce occurs; however, this effect is only a temporary change. In economics this is
known as the Zelder Paradox , and is more common with marriages that have produced children, and less
common with childless couples. In divorced families in which one parent moved, the students received less
financial support from their parents compared with divorced families in which neither parent moved. These
findings also imply other negative outcomes for these students, such as more distress related to the divorce and
did not feel a sense of emotional support from their parents. Although the data suggests negative outcomes for
these students whose parents relocate after divorce, there is insufficient research that can alone prove the
overall well-being of the child [61] A newer study in the Journal of Family Psychology found that parents who
move more than an hour away from their children after a divorce are much less well off than those parents
who stayed in the same location [62] Effects on children[ edit ] Psychological[ edit ] Divorce is associated
with diminished psychological well-being in children and adult offspring of divorced parents, including
greater unhappiness, less satisfaction with life, weaker sense of personal control, anxiety, depression, and
greater use of mental health services. A preponderance of evidence indicates that there is a causal effect
between divorce and these outcomes. They are also more likely to be involved in short-term cohabiting
relationships, which often dissolve before marriage. There are two key factors that make this transmission of
divorce more likely. There is nothing worse, for most children, than for their parents to denigrate each other.
Parents simply do not realize the damage they do to their children by the battles they wage over them.
Separating parents rarely behave reasonably, although they always believe that they are doing so, and that the
other party is behaving unreasonably. Children involved in high-conflict divorce or custody cases can
experience varying forms of parental alienation , which courts often consider to be a form of child abuse.
Specific examples of parental alienation include brainwashing the child to cease their relationship with the
other parent, telling the child that the other parent does not love them, teaching the child to call another adult
by a parental name in effort to replace the other parent, limiting communication between the child and the
other parent, and limiting quality time between the child and the other parent. If evidence reveals that a parent
is actively alienating the child from their other parent, their case for custody can be severely damaged.
Fortunately, there are approaches by which divorce professionals can help parents reduce conflict. Options
include mediation, collaborative divorce, coparent counseling, and parenting coordination. This time period
before the separation tends to be more detrimental for the children than the actual divorce or separation. This
can be due to parental conflict and anticipation of a divorce, and decreased parental contact. Many couples
believe that by separating, or becoming legally divorced that they are helping their children, and in situations
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of extreme parental conflict of abuse it most likely will be beneficial. Several mechanisms are likely to be
responsible. First, observing overt conflict between parents is a direct stressor for children. Furthermore,
modeling verbal or physical aggression, parents "teach" their children that disagreements are resolved through
conflict rather than calm discussion. As a result, children may not learn the social skills such as the ability to
negotiate and reach compromises that are necessary to form mutually rewarding relationships with peers.
Studies also showed that girls who were separated from their fathers at a younger age tended to be more angry
toward the situation as they aged, anger and sadness were also observed at common feeling in adolescents who
had experienced parental divorce. In the womb they expect the mother to nourish them. It is their only will to
survive. When they are born, it is their parents responsibility to take care of their every need as they grow up.
They are seen as sort of "super heroes" to the extent that "their parents should be able to work through and
solve any issue. For instance if the child in question is below the age of three years old, they most likely will
not even know what is going on or why their parents are no longer together. Through all of this gender plays
roles in each age group differently. It is shown that through each age group males were often more affected
and at a more consistent rate than females with the exception of the teenage years where females are far more
emotional and expectant of throwing tantrum like behaviors more than males. Their way of thinking is all
about "me" and will remain that way until they hit around seven. Because of this way of thinking, they are at
the most risk of thinking that they are at fault with their own parents splitting up. They are the most vulnerable
age and are usually the most negatively affected. They have most likely never seen a functional relationship
from their parents so they will grow up with a sort of distorted image of what a marriage should be like unless
the parents are remarried in to a successful marriage. When boys are in this situation, they will most likely still
have a strong relationship with both parents. When typically this aggression is towards the father, this could
lead to difficult relationships with men in the future. As well as many different trust issues depending on the
reasoning behind the divorce. Infidelity being the top reason here in the United States. Taking from personal
experiences, there can be longer lasting effects in what the emotional damage can do to a child who has
experienced an unhealthy relationship and a divorce. As well as when school becomes more difficult to focus
on. When there is more of an emotional toll if you will. With school in session, children may bottle up their
feelings and not be as talkative or act like their normal selves. During this age, it is very important to
understand how to talk to your child who is going through this. With all of the stress as well as schooling it
could all become very overwhelming. You may see the grades of the child start to slip. If this happens it is a
sign that the child is distracted. This is a good indicator as to what the child may be thinking or feeling. As we
get into the higher ages more matters factor in. At the age of thirteen to about seventeen is when you must
factor in the hormone levels coming from puberty. This could be pretty overwhelming for someone who feels
as if their whole life is turning upside down anyway. Being a teenager is hard enough as it is and when you are
going through puberty on top of a divorce it can feel like the end of the world. As for males, they always seem
that they have less of an emotional toll from this situation. Although this is more of when males have more
resentment towards their fathers. They often see them as the cause of the situation. This is because they are
very attached to their mother and to see their mother go through something this emotionally straining can take
a toll on them. They often act out their aggression since their hormones are also off the wall due to puberty
they do not know how to channel their own aggression in a healthy way. This is when they can actually see the
situation for what it really is. They understand that sometimes adults get married for the wrong reasons and
they see that sometimes things just do not work out for the best. This is when everything comes in to focus and
the parents can talk to their children like adults and know that they will understand and not be as hurt. Males
and females often behave the same in this age group because they are understanding adults. Their whole
universe revolves around them. Taking into account these factors, this can help figure out the effects it may
have on your child. These children from divorced families may also be less likely to attend college, resulting
in the discontinuation of their academic career. Studies have shown that this issue may be directly related to
the economical influence of divorce. A divorce may result in the parent and children moving to an area with a
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higher poverty rate and a poor education system all due to the financial struggles of a single parent. These
outcomes are associated with lower educational achievement. These negative effects tend to persist, and even
escalate after the divorce or separation occurs. More and more seniors are staying single; an analysis of census
data conducted at Bowling Green State University predicted that divorce numbers will continue to rise. Baby
boomers that remain unmarried are five times more likely to live in poverty compared to those who are
married. They are also three times as likely to receive food stamps, public assistance or disability payments.
Women, especially, are becoming more and more financially independent which allows them to feel more
secure with being alone, in addition to changing perceptions of being divorced or single. This has resulted in
less pressure for baby boomers to marry or stay married.
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In order to file for a divorce in Tennessee, residency requirements must be met for the court to accept the case.
If the court discovers it does not have jurisdictional rights to hear the case it will not be accepted or it will
eventually be dismissed. The requirements are as follows: The spouse filing for the divorce must be a resident
of the state at the time the grounds for divorce took place. If the grounds took place outside the state of
Tennessee, one of the spouses must be a resident for 6 months prior to filing. The divorce shall be filed in the
county in which both spouses reside if they are both residents; or the county in which the respondent resides if
he or she is a resident; or the county in which the petitioner resides. The Petition for Divorce must declare the
appropriate Tennessee grounds upon which the divorce is being sought. The appropriate lawful ground will be
that which the parties agree upon and can substantiate, or that which the filing spouse desires to prove to the
court. The divorce grounds are as follows: A divorce will be granted by the Tennessee court upon the
following grounds: The Petitioner is the spouse who initiates the filing procedure with the family law or
domestic relations court. The Respondent is the spouse who does not file the initial divorce papers, but rather
receives them by service. This is the Tennessee court where the divorce will be filed. The court will assign a
case number and have jurisdictional rights to facilitate and grant the orders concerning, but not limited to: The
name of the court is clearly represented at the top of all documents that are filed. Petition for Divorce and
Final Decree of Divorce. These are the essential documents needed to start and finalize a divorce according to
Tennessee law. There are anywhere from ten to twenty other documents that may be required throughout the
filing process. Office of the Clerk of the County Circuit Court. Since Tennessee is an "equitable distribution"
state, the marital property shall be divided in an equitable fashion. Equitable does not mean equal, but rather
what is fair. The court will encourage the parties to reach a settlement on property and debt issues otherwise
the court will declare the property award. If the parties cannot stipulate to a property settlement, the court will
distinguish between what is to be considered separate and marital property. Separate property will consist of
the following: The marital property will consist of the following: The marital property is divided by the court,
without regard to any marital fault, and after a consideration of the following factors: Not all cases involve
support from one spouse to the other. The court will award spousal support on a temporary or permanent
bases. Temporary support is viewed as rehabilitative support to the extent that it will provide the receiving
spouse the ability to eventually support him or herself. A support order may be order to be paid through the
clerk of the court depending upon the circumstances. The court will consider the following: If the court feels
as though there is a possible chance of reconciliation, it will postpone any trial or hearing date and request the
parties to attend mediation or counseling. In cases involving minor children, the court requires the parents to
attend a parenting education class prior to the divorce being finalized. When minor children are involved in a
divorce, the Tennessee courts will do everything possible to help lessen the emotional trauma the children may
be experiencing. If the parents cannot come to an agreement regarding the issues involving the children, the
court will establish the custody order at its discretion. Each parent has the right to have custody of a child. The
court will consider the following factors: Tennessee child support guidelines uses the Percentage of Income
Formula which calculates the support obligation as a percentage of the income of the non-custodial parent who
is obligated to support the child. This method simply applies a percentage to the income of the parent
according to the number of children requiring support. When to court is required to determine a child support
obligation it will consider the following factors to determine the appropriate amount: The court may also
require a that one parent be responsible for carrying health insurance coverage for the child as well as having
the paying parent have a life insurance policy naming the child as a beneficiary should he she pre-decease the
emancipation of the child. The above synopsis of Tennessee divorce laws is original material which is owned
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Matrimonial Property Act, Status: It also reformed the law relating to the legal status of women in customary
marriages, the financial consequences of a customary marriage and the dissolution of customary marriages,
replacing the customary law with statutory provisions. The act was signed by President Nelson Mandela on 20
November but only came into force on 15 November Provisions[ edit ] All customary marriages which were
valid under customary law when the act came into force, whether monogamous or polygamous, are recognised
as marriages for all legal purposes. Marriages contracted after the act came into force are only recognised if
they comply with the requirements imposed by the act. These requirements are that the spouses are 18 or
older, that they both consent to the marriage, and that neither of them are already married under the Marriage
Act or the Civil Union Act. The age requirement may be waived by the special written permission of the
Minister of Home Affairs or her delegate. The spouses are obliged to register the marriage with the
Department of Home Affairs within three months; for marriages which existed before the act came into force,
there was a one-year period for registration. Both of these periods were repeatedly extended up to the end of
However, a customary marriage is valid even if it is not registered, and there is no penalty for failure to
register. The act declares that a wife in a customary marriage has equal legal status and capacity as her
husband, including the ability to buy, own and sell property and the ability to enter into contracts. Previously,
under customary law a wife had been regarded as perpetually a minor under the control of her husband see
also marital power. All monogamous marriages contracted after the act came into force are in community of
property , meaning that all assets and liabilities belong to both spouses equally, unless an antenuptial contract
is drawn up. If a man wants to contract a second simultaneous marriage he must apply to a court to approve a
contract regulating the financial relationships between him, his current wife or wives and the new wife. The
act states that the financial status of marriages that existed before the act came into force continues to be
regulated by customary law; however in the case of Gumede born Shange v President of the Republic of South
Africa and Others the Constitutional Court found this unconstitutional and determined that such marriages, if
monogamous, are to be treated as marriages in community of property. The power of traditional leaders and
other customary institutions to grant divorces is ended, but they may still mediate in spousal disputes before
the legal divorce. Sources[ edit ] Bronstein, Victoria South African Journal on Human Rights. Herbst,
Marissa; du Plessis, Willemien A Hybrid Approach in South Africa". Journal of Comparative Law.
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With regards to the influence of permissive legislation, Judge Serghides has questioned whether any
liberalization of divorce law is linked to the crisis of the institution of marriage, agreeing with the opinion of
English commentators above. IV The History and Development of Divorce Law; Grounds for Divorce and
Critique i English Divorce Law In assessing the English legal position towards divorce, the analysis must
begin in its historical origins and development, as an appreciation of earlier traditions is essential to
comprehend contemporary legal policy. Judicial divorce in this country has not marked a revolution but has
remained constant to the value of religion. Reform has been highly individualistic as divorce was initially
inaccessible to the poor. It has also illustrated a strong element of gender-inequality as only in was divorce
made available to both sexes on equal terms. In general, the period from , when divorce was first introduced,
to the year , may be characterised by a slow and incremental divorce reform. Although the introduction of
divorce in was itself a government measure, all subsequent reforms with the exception of the Family Law Act
were private initiatives, hence demonstrating the political sensitivity attached to divorce and its development
from members of society, expressing moral judgment in a somewhat organic way. The Act was itself a very
conservative measure, stressing the idea of continuity to ideals of the past. It was thus admirably suited to
meet the interests of the aristocracy of a patriarchal society, concerned to maintain property within the family
Holdsworth, ; Simpson, One should not forget, though, that this was but the first attempt to legalize divorce.
Given the high institutional importance of marriage, several attempts to reform the laws on divorce were vain,
with the exception of the Matrimonial Causes Act , introduced by an independent MP Mr Herbert. This may
be attributed to the compromise Herbert sought with both the Church and the Government of the day,
illustrating the strong impact of both religion and politics on the development of family law. It forms the basis
of the current divorce law and has contributed to judicial recognition of non-discrimination for women.
However, although it extended the grounds for divorce to include desertion, cruelty and incurable insanity, it
was still largely conservative as the matrimonial offences grounds were still in place. Its conservative
character is also evidenced by the compulsory 6 month waiting period between the issuing of a decree nisi and
a decree absolute that was needed to examine evidence of adultery and to prevent parties to collude which
would undoubtedly threaten the sanctity of marriage. The Act did produce liberal change, though; It was
certainly more liberal than the previous Matrimonial Causes Act allowing wives to divorce their husbands on
the ground of adultery alone. Prior to the Act, though, divorce was even harder to establish as the wife would
have to prove rape, sodomy, bigamy, incest, bestiality, cruelty or desertion for 2 years without reasonable
cause by the husband â€” an apparently heavy task for the wife. On the other hand, husbands could divorce
their wives on adultery alone since the 17th century, hence indicating the traditional dominance of sex
inequality in British society. Following the Act, the Archbishop of Canterbury formed a Group to investigate
into the issue of divorce, suggesting breakdown as a ground for divorce. This played a decisive role in paving
the way for the Divorce Reforms â€” the most radical legislation on divorce. In achieving reform, noteworthy
has also been the role of the Law Commission established in , of which the report Reform of the Grounds of
Divorce, the Field of Choice led to the enforcement of the Divorce Reform Act , stipulating irretrievable
breakdown as the sole ground of divorce. It continued that divorce law should encourage reconciliation ibid,
para 16 , the importance of which was also stressed by the Finer Joint Action Committee Finer Report,
Interestingly, the Law Commission in had engaged in negotiations with the Church, which proves both the
high status of the latter and the dominance of a conservative political culture, given the reluctance of a Labour
Government to intervene. Divorce was also permitted on consent, provided there was a minimum 2-year
period separation or unilaterally, a five-year separation. This development was very important as it supported
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that the best remedy to divorce was for the parties to remarry and start a new happy life Smart, In reality, a
substantial majority of divorce petitions under the Matrimonial Causes Act , which re-enacted the Divorce
Reform Act , were based on fault facts Bradley, Hence, the majority of divorces are really by consent, being
undefended. The Matrimonial Causes Act was itself a hybrid law, adopting both fault and irretrievable
breakdown as conditions for dissolution, this also reflecting the influence of the Church and the prevalent
spirit of conservative morality of the time. Thus, although a respondent may in theory base his petition on
irretrievable breakdown, such defence is likely to fail. As the court held in Cleary v Cleary and Hutton [], even
if adultery has played no significant part in the breakdown of the marriage, the marriage may still be dissolved
if the petitioner genuinely finds it intolerable to live with the respondent. One should note, though, that it is
not behaviour but cohabitation that needs to be proved unreasonable Cretney, Further, although this test is
objective, the court must be placed in the position of the parties to determine whether breakdown has occurred.
In this respect, desertion can only be relevant in exceptional cases, such as where the respondent refuses to
agree to divorce Cretney, Desertion consists of both the fact of separation and the intention to desert. It is
interesting to note that factual separation may be established even if the parties still live in the same house,
provided there is no communal life between the couple. Hence, in Le Brocq v Le Brocq, although the wife
excluded the husband from the bedroom, the fact that she continued to cook meals or him and that the husband
gave her a weekly housekeeping allowance negated the finding of desertion. The mental element of desertion
is more problematic, though, as it requires proof of an intention to permanently end the marriage. The
difficulty, however, is that this element may have a mental or a physical component concerning any
community of life between the couple. As was held in Mouncer v Mouncer [], it may not be established where
the couple share the same living room or eat at the same table, notwithstanding that they may do this for the
sake of the children. The second requirement that it would be wrong to dissolve the marriage calls upon the
court to engage in weighing the benefits from divorce against its hardships, but a decree is almost invariably
granted. This ground may be established, however, only after the expiry of one year of reflection of the
consequences of divorce and of any possibility of reconciliation Law Commission, Currently, under the
Family Law Act which has not been implemented, fault in divorce has been abandoned and mediation has not
been introduced discussed in detail in section VI despite the pronouncements that couples need a better
understanding of the effects of divorce on children LCD,
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Sociology has been home to the largest amount of research: Predictably the latter has captured the attention of
most psychologists writing on marriage and divorce. Economists generally joined the party later on,
particularly as a result of the Nobel Laureate scholarship of Becker as cited under Classic Works. Historians
started to take an interest in marriage and divorce as the subfield of social history took root. Together these
disciplines have produced a multifaceted portrait of marriage and divorce as social, economic, interpersonal,
intrapersonal, historical, legal, and religious phenomena. These lines of inquiry have been greatly spurred by
two developments. The first is the ascendance of multivariate analysis and the availability of national data on
families. The second comprises the dramatic changes in marriage and divorce in the 20th century: All of this
has been grist for the social-scientific mill. Classic Works These works provide common ground and points of
departure for modern research. Some live on as conceptual treatments, not because their actual findings are
relevant. Becker revolutionized the family as a topic for economists but nowadays does frequent duty as a
straw man nonpareil. Bernard [] has long provided evidence for feminist claims about marriage as a social
institution that oppresses women. Blumstein and Schwartz makes the list for its pioneering scale and breadth.
Burgess and Locke offers landmark insights about the changing nature of American marriages. A treatise on
the family. Originally published in The Future of Marriage. As it turns out, the benefits of marriage are
smaller for women but still substantial. Blumstein, Philip, and Pepper Schwartz. From institution to
companionship. The authors contend that interpersonal relationships have become the basis of the family for
the first time in human history. Previously, the nature of the family had been governed by a variety of external,
primarily structural forces. Translated by Robin Buss. Marriage has other benefits, according to Durkheim. By
proscribing adultery, marriage makes better citizens of men and helps them to find their purpose in life. World
revolution and family patterns. The case for national action. His report sparked copious research and many
years later remains a lightning rod for controversy. New scales for assessing the quality of marriage and
similar dyads. Journal of Marriage and the Family
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Family Law[ edit ] Adoption Regulations "According to the adoption rules of the Government in Nepal,
infertile couples married for four years or even single women, widow, divorcee are eligible to adopt a child.
The age difference between the adopted child and the parent should be not less than 35 and not more than 55
years. In case of married couples, the application should also include the infertility report, marriage certificate,
family and economic condition statement, health, character certificates, copies of passport and visa and a letter
of consent to adopt a Nepali child authorized by the officer of the concerned country. Marriage Regulations
Young Hindu-couple after the wedding ceremony in Nepal The British Embassy can assist in the process of
announcing a marriage here in Kathmandu. However, they cannot become involved in the process of the
ceremony, religious or otherwise. Marriage in Nepal is regulated by the Registration of Marriages Act of
Foreigners wishing to marry in Nepal are subject to the same laws as Nepalese citizens. The minimum legal
age for marriage in Nepal is 20 for men and 18 for women". It is also possible to have a civil ceremony. In
both cases the civil authorities will issue a marriage certificate" "In order to start the process, the individuals
concerned need to have been resident in the Kathmandu Consular District for at least twenty-one days. This
involves an oath to be made confirming that the persons intending to marry are legally free and of age to do
so. The Notice of Marriage will then be displayed in the Consular Section waiting room for twenty-one days,
after which time, if no impediment has been shown to exist, we will issue a letter of No Impediment and an
Affidavit of Eligibility to Marry. On issue of these documents, the couple has three months within which to
marry". After a period of approximately 15 days, the couple will need to return to the CDO to sign the
marriage register following which; the CDO will issue a marriage certificate written in both Nepali and
English. A woman may divorce her husband if he is impotent, illegally takes a second wife or mistress, or if
he deserts, grossly neglects or abuses her. A husband may obtain a divorce if his wife is unfaithful, deserts him
or "plots" against him. A husband and wife may divorce by mutual consent. She relinquishes all inheritance
rights if she marries another man or is charged with adultery. If she marries, the property reverts to her
brothers or other direct male descendants". If a woman leaves her husband, divorce or partition laws provide
for only limited economic support. Because she has been married, she has also forfeited her right to parental
property. Faced with economic dependence and the severe social stigma facing women who live alone in
Nepal, many women are forced to stay in abusive relationships" Inheritance "Inheritance throughout Nepal
generally is based on the traditional Mitakshara system, which is encoded in Nepalese law and which states
that a legal right to an equal share of the household property goes to each son. In practice, of course, deciding
equal shares of partible property is complicated and often fraught with tensions. The Society of Nepal is based
on a patriarchal system which is run by a defective value system rather than the laws of the nation. Women are
denied of the right to liberty, equality and property along with other rights. They do not have the right to
entity. They are deprived of the right to provide nationality or citizenship to their family members. Regarding
citizenship, a person who is born in Nepal and whose father is a citizen of Nepal at the time of birth, ipso facto
becomes a Nepali citizen by descent, whereas the same right is not given to a child whose mother is a Nepali
citizen. A Woman of foreign nationality who is married to a Nepali citizen may acquire Nepali citizenship;
however, a foreign man who has married a Nepali woman is not entitled to acquire Nepali citizenship by
virtue of such marriage. Nepali laws give women equal rights with men in acquiring, changing or retaining
their nationality. This practice makes it difficult to acquire citizenship through a Nepali mother or wife. Due to
these discriminatory laws, which deprive women of right to provide citizenship to their family members,
severe problems like statelessness, lack of ownership of property, lack of individual identity, and denial of
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political, social, economic and civil rights are also seen multiplying day by day in Nepal" Human Rights[ edit
] "Since political reform began in , some progress has been achieved in the transition to a more open society
with greater respect for human rights; however, substantial problems remain. Poorly trained police sometimes
use excessive force in quelling violent demonstrations. In addition, there have been reports of torture during
detention and widespread reports of custodial abuse. In , the government established the National Human
Rights Commission NHRC , a government-appointed commission with a mandate to investigate human rights
violations. During this 3-month period, censors were deployed to major newspapers, and many political
leaders were kept under house arrest. The reinstated government, led by Prime Minister Koirala, reversed
these decisions in May The interim constitution promulgated on January 15, ensured unrestricted freedom of
expression and made the NHRC a constitutional body" "Both the Maoists and security personnel have
committed numerous human rights violations. The Maoists have used tactics such as kidnapping, torture,
bombings, intimidation, killings, and conscription of children. Within the Nepalese security forces, violations
ranged from disappearances to executions. After the royal takeover on February 1, and subsequent imposition
of the state of emergency, the security forces arrested many political leaders, student leaders, journalists, and
human rights activists under the Public Security Act of , although all were released by June when the King
ended the state of emergency. Although activities by other political parties have increased significantly in the
rural parts of Nepal, political party representatives, police, non-governmental organization NGO workers, and
journalists reported continuous threats and intimidation by Maoist or Young Communist League YCL cadres.
During the January-February uprising in the Terai, reports of government security forces using excessive force
to quell demonstrations were common" "Trafficking in women and child labor remain serious problems, but
some improvement has been seen; in addition, the founder of a U. While Nepal is primarily a source country
for destinations like India and the Middle East, internal trafficking is also a prominent issue. Lack of
prosecution and police complicity in trafficking cases remain major problems. Discrimination against women
and lower castes is prevalent".
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