DOWNLOAD PDF THE BETTER UNITED NATIONS FOR A NEW
MILLENNIUM
Chapter 1 : Sustainable Development Goals Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform
A Better United Nations for the New Millennium The United Nations System - How It Is Now and How It Should Be in the
Future A Better United Nations for the Future.

It also seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. We recognise that eradicating poverty in all its
forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development. All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative
partnership, will implement this plan. We are resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty and
want and to heal and secure our planet. We are determined to take the bold and transformative steps which are
urgently needed to shift the world onto a sustainable and resilient path. As we embark on this collective
journey, we pledge that no one will be left behind. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals and targets which
we are announcing today demonstrate the scale and ambition of this new universal Agenda. They seek to build
on the Millennium Development Goals and complete what these did not achieve. They seek to realize the
human rights of all and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. They are
integrated and indivisible and balance the three dimensions of sustainable development: The Goals and targets
will stimulate action over the next fifteen years in areas of critical importance for humanity and the planet:
People We are determined to end poverty and hunger, in all their forms and dimensions, and to ensure that all
human beings can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment. Planet We are
determined to protect the planet from degradation, including through sustainable consumption and production,
sustainably managing its natural resources and taking urgent action on climate change, so that it can support
the needs of the present and future generations. Prosperity We are determined to ensure that all human beings
can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling lives and that economic, social and technological progress occurs in
harmony with nature. Peace We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are free
from fear and violence. There can be no sustainable development without peace and no peace without
sustainable development. Partnership We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this
Agenda through a revitalised Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, based on a spirit of
strengthened global solidarity, focussed in particular on the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable and with
the participation of all countries, all stakeholders and all people. The interlinkages and integrated nature of the
Sustainable Development Goals are of crucial importance in ensuring that the purpose of the new Agenda is
realised. If we realize our ambitions across the full extent of the Agenda, the lives of all will be profoundly
improved and our world will be transformed for the better. On behalf of the peoples we serve, we have
adopted a historic decision on a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and
transformative Goals and targets. We commit ourselves to working tirelessly for the full implementation of
this Agenda by We recognize that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme
poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. We
will also build upon the achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seek to address their
unfinished business. We resolve, between now and , to end poverty and hunger everywhere; to combat
inequalities within and among countries; to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies; to protect human rights
and promote gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls; and to ensure the lasting protection of
the planet and its natural resources. We resolve also to create conditions for sustainable, inclusive and
sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account different levels of
national development and capacities. As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one
will be left behind. Recognizing that the dignity of the human person is fundamental, we wish to see the Goals
and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of society. And we will endeavour to reach the
furthest behind first. This is an Agenda of unprecedented scope and significance. It is accepted by all countries
and is applicable to all, taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development
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and respecting national policies and priorities. These are universal goals and targets which involve the entire
world, developed and developing countries alike. They are integrated and indivisible and balance the three
dimensions of sustainable development. The Goals and targets are the result of over two years of intensive
public consultation and engagement with civil society and other stakeholders around the world, which paid
particular attention to the voices of the poorest and most vulnerable. In these Goals and targets, we are setting
out a supremely ambitious and transformational vision. We envisage a world free of poverty, hunger, disease
and want, where all life can thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence. A world with universal
literacy. A world with equitable and universal access to quality education at all levels, to health care and social
protection, where physical, mental and social well-being are assured. A world where we reaffirm our
commitments regarding the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation and where there is improved
hygiene; and where food is sufficient, safe, affordable and nutritious. A world where human habitats are safe,
resilient and sustainable and where there is universal access to affordable, reliable and sustainable energy. We
envisage a world of universal respect for human rights and human dignity, the rule of law, justice, equality and
non-discrimination; of respect for race, ethnicity and cultural diversity; and of equal opportunity permitting
the full realization of human potential and contributing to shared prosperity. A world which invests in its
children and in which every child grows up free from violence and exploitation. A world in which every
woman and girl enjoys full gender equality and all legal, social and economic barriers to their empowerment
have been removed. A just, equitable, tolerant, open and socially inclusive world in which the needs of the
most vulnerable are met. We envisage a world in which every country enjoys sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth and decent work for all. One in which democracy, good governance and the rule
of law as well as an enabling environment at national and international levels, are essential for sustainable
development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development, environmental
protection and the eradication of poverty and hunger. One in which development and the application of
technology are climate-sensitive, respect biodiversity and are resilient. One in which humanity lives in
harmony with nature and in which wildlife and other living species are protected. Our shared principles and
commitments The new Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
including full respect for international law. It is informed by other instruments such as the Declaration on the
Right to Development. We reaffirm the outcomes of all major UN conferences and summits which have laid a
solid foundation for sustainable development and have helped to shape the new Agenda. We reaffirm all the
principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, including, inter alia, the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out in principle 7 thereof. The challenges and commitments
contained in these major conferences and summits are interrelated and call for integrated solutions. To address
them effectively, a new approach is needed. Sustainable development recognizes that eradicating poverty in all
its forms and dimensions, combatting inequality within and among countries, preserving the planet, creating
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and fostering social inclusion are linked to each other
and are interdependent. Our world today We are meeting at a time of immense challenges to sustainable
development. Billions of our citizens continue to live in poverty and are denied a life of dignity. There are
rising inequalities within and among countries. There are enormous disparities of opportunity, wealth and
power. Gender inequality remains a key challenge. Unemployment, particularly youth unemployment, is a
major concern. Global health threats, more frequent and intense natural disasters, spiralling conflict, violent
extremism, terrorism and related humanitarian crises and forced displacement of people threaten to reverse
much of the development progress made in recent decades. Natural resource depletion and adverse impacts of
environmental degradation, including desertification, drought, land degradation, freshwater scarcity and loss
of biodiversity, add to and exacerbate the list of challenges which humanity faces. Climate change is one of
the greatest challenges of our time and its adverse impacts undermine the ability of all countries to achieve
sustainable development. Increases in global temperature, sea level rise, ocean acidification and other climate
change impacts are seriously affecting coastal areas and low-lying coastal countries, including many least
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developed countries and small island developing States. The survival of many societies, and of the biological
support systems of the planet, is at risk. It is also, however, a time of immense opportunity. Significant
progress has been made in meeting many development challenges. Within the past generation, hundreds of
millions of people have emerged from extreme poverty. Access to education has greatly increased for both
boys and girls. The spread of information and communications technology and global interconnectedness has
great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies,
as does scientific and technological innovation across areas as diverse as medicine and energy. Almost fifteen
years ago, the Millennium Development Goals were agreed. These provided an important framework for
development and significant progress has been made in a number of areas. But the progress has been uneven,
particularly in Africa, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, and small island developing
States, and some of the MDGs remain off-track, in particular those related to maternal, newborn and child
health and to reproductive health. We recommit ourselves to the full realization of all the MDGs, including the
off-track MDGs, in particular by providing focussed and scaled-up assistance to least developed countries and
other countries in special situations, in line with relevant support programmes. The new Agenda builds on the
Millennium Development Goals and seeks to complete what these did not achieve, particularly in reaching the
most vulnerable. In its scope, however, the framework we are announcing today goes far beyond the MDGs.
Alongside continuing development priorities such as poverty eradication, health, education and food security
and nutrition, it sets out a wide range of economic, social and environmental objectives. It also promises more
peaceful and inclusive societies. It also, crucially, defines means of implementation. Reflecting the integrated
approach that we have decided on, there are deep interconnections and many cross-cutting elements across the
new Goals and targets. The new Agenda We are announcing today 17 Sustainable Development Goals with
associated targets which are integrated and indivisible. Never before have world leaders pledged common
action and endeavour across such a broad and universal policy agenda. We are setting out together on the path
towards sustainable development, devoting ourselves collectively to the pursuit of global development and of
"win-win" cooperation which can bring huge gains to all countries and all parts of the world. We reaffirm that
every State has, and shall freely exercise, full permanent sovereignty over all its wealth, natural resources and
economic activity. In doing so, we reaffirm our commitment to international law and emphasize that the
Agenda is to be implemented in a manner that is consistent with the rights and obligations of states under
international law. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other
international instruments relating to human rights and international law. We emphasize the responsibilities of
all States, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to respect, protect and promote human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status. Realizing gender
equality and the empowerment of women and girls will make a crucial contribution to progress across all the
Goals and targets. The achievement of full human potential and of sustainable development is not possible if
one half of humanity continues to be denied its full human rights and opportunities. Women and girls must
enjoy equal access to quality education, economic resources and political participation as well as equal
opportunities with men and boys for employment, leadership and decision-making at all levels. We will work
for a significant increase in investments to close the gender gap and strengthen support for institutions in
relation to gender equality and the empowerment of women at the global, regional and national levels. All
forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls will be eliminated, including through the
engagement of men and boys. The systematic mainstreaming of a gender perspective in the implementation of
the Agenda is crucial. The new Goals and targets will come into effect on 1 January and will guide the
decisions we take over the next fifteen years. All of us will work to implement the Agenda within our own
countries and at the regional and global levels, taking into account different national realities, capacities and
levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities We will respect national policy space for
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, in particular for developing states, while remaining

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF THE BETTER UNITED NATIONS FOR A NEW
MILLENNIUM
consistent with relevant international rules and commitments.
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Open in a separate window These targets are both global and local, adapted to each country to meet specific
needs. They provide a framework for the whole international community to work together towards a common
goal. If these goals are achieved, world poverty will be reduced by half, millions of lives will be saved, and
billions of people will benefit from the global economy in a more sustainable environment 2. Furthermore, the
MDGs are inter-dependent and largely influence each other. For example, promoting gender equality and
empowering women enables not only better conditions for women but also improved household management
leading to better health and education for children and to higher income for the family. The MDGs find their
origins in development ideas and campaigns of the s and s; they were officially established following the
Millennium Summit of the United Nations in , as an output of the United Nations Millennium Declaration 3.
All United Nations member states agreed to achieve these goals on a voluntary basis by the year From on,
important high-level meetings and summits have been organized to follow up with the progress in the MDGs
and to define action plans for their achievement. In , governments, foundations, businesses groups and civil
society announced new commitments to meet the MDGs, during the high-level event at the UN Headquarters
5. In , participants in the Global MDG Conference underlined the importance of maintaining the momentum
for accelerating progress to , while taking lessons learned from the MDGs to be used in the development of the
agenda of the next round of goals beyond 7. MDGs achievements and failures To assure an appropriate
monitoring and evaluation within and among countries and to conceive suitable policies and interventions,
reliable, timely and internationally comparable data on the MDG indicators are of primary importance. They
are also essential in encouraging funding and allocating aid effectively 8. Share of poorest quintile in national
consumption World Bank Target 2. Halve, between and , the proportion of people who suffer from hunger 4.
Ensure that, by , children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary
schooling 6. Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by , and in all levels of
education no later than 9. Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector ILO Reduce by
two-thirds, between and , the under-five mortality rate Reduce by three-quarters, between and , the maternal
mortality ratio Condom use rate of the contraceptive prevalence rate UN Population Division 19a.
Contraceptive prevalence rate UN Population Division Have halted by and begun to reverse the incidence of
malaria and other major diseases Prevalence and death rates associated with malaria WHO Prevalence and
death rates associated with tuberculosis WHO Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programs and reverse the loss of environmental resources Proportion of land area
covered by forest FAO Proportion of population using solid fuels WHO Target Halve, by , the proportion of
people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation Have achieved by a significant
improvement in the lives of at least million slum dwellers Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable,
non-discriminatory trading and financial system includes a commitment to good governance, development and
poverty reduction both nationally and internationally Target Address the special needs of landlocked
developing countries and small island developing states through the Program of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States and 22nd General Assembly provisions Target Deal
comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through national and international measures
in order to make debt sustainable in the long term Official development assistance ODA Debt service as a
percentage of exports of goods and services IMF-World Bank Some of the indicators listed below are
monitored separately for the least developed countries, Africa, landlocked developing countries and small
island developing states Target In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement strategies
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for decent and productive work for youth Unemployment rate of young people aged 15â€”24 years, each sex
and total ILO Target In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable essential
drugs in developing countries Proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a
sustainable basis WHO Target In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new
technologies, especially information and communications technologies Telephone lines and cellular
subscribers per population ITU Personal computers in use per population and Internet users per population
ITU Open in a separate window Furthermore, there have been numerous consultations on the MDGs by
various organizations. More than a few official reports have tracked the global assessment of progress, based
on those data 14 , 19 â€” Although considerable progress has been made, reliable data and statistics analyses
remain poor, especially in many developing countries 8. In the last 13 years, the MDGs have managed to focus
world attention and global political consensus on the needs of the poorest and to achieve a significant change
in the Official Development Assistance ODA commitments They have provided a framework allowing
countries to plan their social and economic development and donors to provide effective support at national
and international level 8. Most activities worldwide have targeted MDGs 4, 5 and 6, focusing on maternal and
child health MCH and communicable diseases, especially in the developing countries, while fewer initiatives
have focused on MDGs 1, 2, 3 and 7, which are more difficult to influence Some studies have underlined
regional differences in the importance that is attributed to specific MDGs. Low-income countries have
attached high relevance to MDG1 when compared to high-income countries 14 , Arab countries have not
considered MDGs among the top priority for the policy makers, academia and social actors in general mainly
due to ethnic, religious, political and social limitations The most recent UN report on progress towards the
MDGs has highlighted several achievements in all health and education areas Moreover, primary school
admission of girls has equalled that of boys and developing countries experienced a reduced debt burden and
an improved climate for trade 20 , 21 , 24 , However, progress has been highly unequal. The reduction in
global income poverty is mainly due to the rapid growth of a few countries in Asia, such as China, India,
Indonesia and Vietnam. In many other countries, poverty reduction has been quite slow, or poverty has even
increased 8. Sub-Saharan Africa remains the most underdeveloped region 8. Projections indicate that in more
than million people worldwide will still be using unsafe water sources, almost 1 billion will be living in very
poor conditions, mothers will continue to die giving birth, and children will die from preventable diseases.
Also, environmental sustainability remains a global challenge due to a fast decline of biodiversity and an
increase in gas emissions. Moreover, there are severe inequalities that exist among populations, especially
between rural and urban areas, or that affect marginalized people 20 , MDG8 remains one of the most
challenging even if of primary importance for the achievement of all MDGs 8. Discussion on the effectiveness
of the MDGs As reported above, a major part of the MDGs has been at least partially accomplished and many
countries are on the way to achieving the MDGs and trying to adopt a sustainable path However, in spite of
the general positive outputs, global targets will not be met in some regions, particularly sub-Saharan Africa
and south Asia. Indeed, MDGs have encountered a range of common challenges First, they were not the
product of a comprehensive analysis and prioritization of development needs and consequently were
sometimes too narrowly focused. The inconsistent progress partly indicates a trend over time to focus on a
subset of specific targets that were easier to achieve, implement and monitor The untied nature of many goals
has often affected the creation of the synergies that could arise across these targets and in particular between
education, health, poverty and gender. Even if acceleration in one goal is likely to improve progress in others,
these synergies are not always evident, and often vary across countries 26 , Second, this framework has not
afforded enough consideration to the potential impacts on environmental, social and economic dimensions.
Environmental aspects are addressed under goal 7 but only some topics are covered, neglecting key issues for
sustainable development. Most goals focus on the social dimension of development, e. MDGs 1, 2 and 6,
addressing social problems such as hunger, education, equality, MCH and communicable diseases. However,
these goals are also interconnected with environmental and economic factors. While some links are recognized

Page 6

DOWNLOAD PDF THE BETTER UNITED NATIONS FOR A NEW
MILLENNIUM
e. MDG8 addresses the implementation of sustainable development but does not consider new forms of
financing, technology and capacity building Third, the issue of equity has represented one of the main
challenges to face. A gender focus is clear only in MDGs 3 and 5, while it is missing throughout the other
goals. MDG3 measures gender equality in education, employment and the proportion of women in national
legislatures. MDG5 focuses on maternal mortality and access to reproductive health. This limited explicit
inclusion in two MDGs is too narrow and clearly indicates that the gender issue and its dynamics have not yet
been fully understood nor integrated in policy dialogues 26 , Improving equalities will require health system
strengthening, associated with a political and social engagement to address all forms of discrimination Fourth,
a lack of clear ownership and leadership internationally and nationally might have partially affected the
achievement of the MDGs. Even if different countries scale up health services and make progress towards the
MDGs at very different rates, we have mainly observed a trend to a global uniform approach. Furthermore, not
only stakeholders but also public health professionals should be considered as key actors in the process.
Indeed, it has been shown that understanding of MDGs among public health professionals was limited 14 ,
This general lack of information and awareness represents an important challenge. There is an absolute need
for more elaborate publicity and awareness about the MDGs among key players if attaining the MDGs is to be
a reality But to keep those pledges credible, we must deliver on previous commitments. As reported above,
almost countries engaged themselves and provided substantial contributions to the cause. However, these
commitments have not been always fully fulfilled. Engagement by governments and donors in general has
been deeply affected by the global economic and financial crisis that has seriously undermined progress
towards poverty reduction and MDGs achievement in general, from on. Furthermore, not only governments
but also the private sector plays an essential role in the development of the global partnership. Up to now,
more than half of the services used for MDGs have been provided by private sources and the role of the
private sector is intended to be boosted in the next period. Thus, it is of primary importance that governments
and the private sector work together to mobilize more resources to achieve the MDGs and counter the negative
effect that the global financial crisis may have on the targets attained and future achievements 35 , Those
investments should be sustainable over a long period and predictable, and innovative financing mechanisms
might be taken in account Accountability must be an essential part of the framework. A few studies have
underlined the problem of corruption in relation to the use of MDGs resources by governments and other
organizations 14 , 18 , 37 , A health care system in a corrupt environment is weak and unstable, and it will be
important for the post period to find solutions to address both the health and the governance aspects of the
development agenda at the same time. Emerging governance models can allow larger citizen participation,
ownership and influence, as well as intersectoral action. The participation of civil society and its
accountability is essential for a strong new policy development and implementation process 30 , 39 , Last but
not least, goal measurement is often too narrow, or might not identify a clear means of delivery A lack of
scientifically valid data on some MDGs, such as MDGs 5 and 6, did not allow the improvement achieved to be
measured adequately or to be compared with a baseline
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Unmet need for family planning [14] Goal 6: Have halted by and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria
and other major diseases Prevalence and death rates associated with malaria Proportion of children under 5
sleeping under insecticide-treated bednets Proportion of children under 5 with fever who are treated with
appropriate anti-malarial drugs Incidence, prevalence and death rates associated with tuberculosis Proportion
of tuberculosis cases detected and cured under DOTS Directly Observed Treatment Short Course [15] Goal 7:
Ensure environmental sustainability[ edit ] Target 7A: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into
country policies and programs; reverse loss of environmental resources Target 7B: Halve, by , the proportion
of the population without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation Proportion of
population with sustainable access to an improved water source , urban and rural Proportion of urban
population with access to improved sanitation Target 7D: By , to have achieved a significant improvement in
the lives of at least million slum-dwellers Proportion of urban population living in slums [16] Goal 8: Develop
a global partnership for development[ edit ] Target 8A: Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable,
non-discriminatory trading and financial system Includes a commitment to good governance , development,
and poverty reduction â€” both nationally and internationally Target 8B: Address the special needs of
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States Through the Programme of Action for the
sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and the outcome of the twenty-second special
session of the General Assembly Target 8D: Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing
countries through national and international measures in order to make debt sustainable in the long term Some
of the indicators listed below are monitored separately for the least developed countries LDCs , Africa,
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States. Official development assistance ODA:
Proportion of total developed country imports by value and excluding arms from developing countries and
from LDCs, admitted free of duty Average tariffs imposed by developed countries on agricultural products
and textiles and clothing from developing countries Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries as
percentage of their GDP Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity Debt sustainability: In
co-operation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable, essential drugs in developing
countries Proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a sustainable basis Target 8F:
In co-operation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies, especially
information and communications Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per population Personal computers
in use per population Internet users per Population [17] General[ edit ] General criticisms include a perceived
lack of analytical power and justification behind the chosen objectives. The MDGs were attacked for
insufficient emphasis on environmental sustainability. The International Planning Committee for Food
Sovereignty, in its post thematic consultation document on MDG 69 states "The major limitation of the MDGs
by was the lack of political will to implement due to the lack of ownership of the MDGs by the most affected
constituencies". Without such accountability, no substantial change in national and international policies can
be expected. In some countries, primary enrollment increased at the expense of achievement levels. In some
cases, the emphasis on primary education has negatively affected secondary and post-secondary education.
Furthermore, countries with the highest levels of these conditions typically have the least reliable data
collection. The study also argued that without accurate measures, it is impossible to determine the amount of
progress, leaving MDGs as little more than a rhetorical call to arms. With an increase in the quantity and
quality of healthcare systems in developing countries, more data could be collected. The attention to well
being other than income helps bring funding to achieving MDGs. Prioritizing interventions helps developing
countries with limited resources make decisions about allocating their resources. MDGs also strengthen the
commitment of developed countries and encourage aid and information sharing. They note that MDGs are the
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most broadly supported poverty reduction targets in world history. The study argued that the emphasis on
coverage obscures the measures required for expanding health care. These measures include political,
organizational, and functional dimensions of scaling up, and the need to nurture local organizations. In
developing countries, significant funding for health came from external sources requiring governments to
coordinate with international development partners. As partner numbers increased variations in funding
streams and bureaucratic demands followed. Increasing female education and workforce participation
increased these effects. A study of women in rural Mexico found that those of them engaged in industrial work
were able to negotiate and obtain a greater degree of respect in their households. Additionally, another study
from Tanzania found that increased access to paid work led to a long-term reduction in domestic violence.
Data from Bangladesh indicates that longer membership in microfinance organizations have many positive
effects including higher levels of political participation and improved access to government programs. These
seven priority areas include: Brazil achieved many of the goals, [42] while others, such as Benin , are not on
track to realize any. Doubling health spending and concentrating on its poorest areas halved maternal mortality
between and Its Multidimensional Poverty Index has seen the largest decreases of any tracked country.
Bangladesh has made some of the greatest improvements in infant and maternal mortality ever seen, despite
modest income growth. However, the child mortality and maternal mortality are down by less than half.
Sanitation and education targets will also be missed. Recipients would theoretically re-channel debt payments
to health and education. Countries became eligible once their lending agency confirmed that the countries had
continued to maintain the reforms they had implemented. Farmers had not found suitable rice varieties that
produce high yields. Some 18 varieties of this strain became available, enabling African farmers to produce
enough rice to feed their families and have extra to sell. For instance, in Ghana, public school enrollment in
the most deprived districts rose from 4. In Kenya, primary school enrollment added 1. He chaired the WHO
Commission on Macroeconomics and Health â€”01 , which played a pivotal role in scaling up the financing of
health care and disease control in the low-income countries to support MDGs 4, 5, and 6. On behalf of Annan,
from to he chaired the UN Millennium Project , which was tasked with developing a concrete action plan to
achieve the MDGs. The recommendations for rural Africa are currently being implemented and documented in
the Millennium Villages, and in several national scale-up efforts such as in Nigeria. The Millennium Villages
Project , which Sachs directs, operates in more than a dozen African countries and covers more than , people.
The MVP has engendered considerable controversy associated as critics have questioned both the design of
the project and claims made for its success. In The Economist reviewed the project and concluded "the
evidence does not yet support the claim that the millennium villages project is making a decisive impact. A
Lancet paper claiming a 3-fold increase in the rate of decline in childhood mortality was criticized for flawed
methodology, and the authors later admitted that the claim was "unwarranted and misleading". Much of the
remainder aid money went towards disaster relief and military aid. According to the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs , the 50 least developed countries received about one third of all
aid that flows from developed countries. The text of the commitment was: Each economically advanced
country will progressively increase its official development assistance to the developing countries and will
exert its best efforts to reach a minimum net amount of 0. The conference concluded with the adoption of a
global action plan to accelerate progress towards the eight anti-poverty goals. In secondary education in
"Western Asia, Oceania, and sub-Saharan Africa, girls are still at a disadvantage, while the opposite is true in
Latin America and the Caribbean â€” boys are at a disadvantage. Moreover, some 36, Cuban physicians
worked in 72 countries, from Europe to Southeast Asia, including 31 African countries, and 29 countries in the
Americas. Countries such as Honduras , Guatemala , and Nicaragua benefit from Cuban assistance. Civil
society organizations also engaged in the post process, along with academia and other research institutions,
including think tanks. The Millennium Campaign targets intergovernmental, government, civil society
organizations and media at global and regional levels. The Millennium Promise Alliance, Inc. As of the
Millennium Villages Project operated in 14 sites across 10 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The Micah
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Challenge is an international campaign that encourages Christians to support the Millennium Development
Goals. Their aim is to "encourage our leaders to halve global poverty by ". This has had tremendous progress.
Libraries and the Millennium Development Goals[ edit ] Librarians and others in the information professions
are in a unique position to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals. It is often the dissemination of
key information, e. Millennium Development Goals are not only for the developing world. Maret specifically
addresses how U. As a result, MDG goals for poverty, healthcare, and education fall short. Limited instruction
in information access and exchange contributes to this ongoing dilemma.
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