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"The Smart Growth Manual is an indispensable guide to city planning. This kind of progressive development is the only
way to fully restore our economic strength and create new jobs, new industries, and a renewed ability to compete in the
first rank of world economies.".

The Smart Growth Manual is, to the best of my knowledge, the only one that condenses principles of good
design â€” from the building to the street, neighborhood, and regional scale â€” into a manual containing just
enough information to get its ideas across, and not a word more. The conciseness of this little paperback â€”
its pages measure just 5. Most of us are drowning in excess information. In The Smart Growth Manual,
architect Andres Duany and urban planning consultant Jeff Speck, with help from writer, planner, and
livable-streets activist Mike Lydon, focus on the essentials. Here is the full text of principle 4. Vistas to and
from privileged places should not be privatized; only communal structures merit such exalted sites. Most
complaints about hillside development refer not to the hillside, but to the hilltop, where private houses
impinge on the natural skyline when seen from afar. As long as houses keep their roofs below the ridge, the
visual damage is limited. But a well-designed civic building can enhance a hilltop with its bold silhouette. The
manual does an excellent job of introducing fundamentals of community-oriented design. Readers who want
more will have no trouble finding longer or more specialized books. The great thing about The Smart Growth
Manual is that it covers a lot of ground succinctly. No one will really use this manual that way, but the
association is deft. The manual bases smart growth on the traditional mixed use neighborhood. Such advice is
pretty much common sense, yet it may sting some architects who indulge themselves with in-your-face tactics
such as creating urban housing with large slabs of wholly unconcealed glass â€” a design conceit that sets up a
conflict between urbanism and privacy. There are a lot of observations in this book that will provoke reactions.
Manuals are usually inoffensive and dull. Everything in it fits together, presenting a strong â€” and I think
well-reasoned â€” point of view. Robert Steuteville is editor of Public Square: Dolores ipsam aliquid
recusandae quod quaerat repellendus numquam obcaecati labore iste praesentium. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipisicing elit.
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The Smart Growth Manual is the exec The mechanical march towards unsustainable growth is a mindset that has
poisoned the well we all live in for several decades. But just stating that the old ways need to die, without providing a
viable alternative, is akin to shouting in a windstorm.

Originally Ratified by Board of Directors, April 15, Updated Guide Adopted by Chapter Delegate Assembly,
April 14, Updated Guide Ratified by Board of Directors, April 14, Declarations The American Planning
Association 1 supports the development of mixed use, mixed income livable communities where people
choose to live, work, and play because they are attractive and economical options rather than forced decisions.
The American Planning Association identifies Smart Growth as that which supports choice and opportunity by
promoting efficient and sustainable land development, incorporates redevelopment patterns that optimize prior
infrastructure investments, and consumes less land that is otherwise available for agriculture, open space,
natural systems, and rural lifestyles. Supporting the right of Americans to choose where and how they live,
work, and play enables economic freedom for all Americans. The declarations below support that goal.
Providing choices does not mean a dichotomy between large suburban homes and dense urban high-rise
structures. Smart growth is about tailoring choices for individual settings; it may well mean offering smaller
detached homes on smaller lots within walking distance of schools and amenities. Smart Growth is largely
about retrofitting communities to offer more choices both in terms of housing types and prices but also in
terms of transportation options. This approach to growth and planning can not only deliver dynamic attractive
communities with greater choices for consumers but can be a powerful tool for farmland, open space and
habitat preservation. The American Planning Association recognizes that maintaining, expanding, and
optimizing the use of existing or prior public infrastructure investments resulting in more rational and efficient
use of limited public resources and helps to preserve the natural environment. The American Planning
Association affirms that strengthening small cities, towns, and rural centers in ways that provide greater
housing and transportation choices creates economic opportunity while preserving agricultural-based
economies, and cultural and natural resources, thereby adding value to the community. The American
Planning Association also recognizes the tremendous economic growth potential present by retrofitting
existing suburban corridors with the opportunity to create more efficient development patterns that allow for a
wider variety of economic opportunity, access, and placemaking. The American Planning Association affirms
that effective comprehensive planning is the primary means of implementing policies that promote efficient
and sustainable development, stimulate redevelopment opportunities, optimize prior infrastructure
investments, protect private property rights, and support local choice. The American Planning Association,
recognizing there is no universal approach to Smart Growth, supports the coordination of plans, policies, and
services across jurisdictions and levels of government to help support and reinforce Smart Growth approaches
that fit local, regional, and statewide contexts. The American Planning Association supports planning for
Smart Growth that includes the following elements: The American Planning Association supports legislation
at the state level that provides incentives for adoption of a clearly defined comprehensive plan and capital
improvements plan prior to the imposition of land use regulations and controls at the local and regional level.
The American Planning Association supports policies that encourage and create incentives for land
redevelopment and urban infill development, along with requirements that growth and development be
coordinated and concurrent with the provision of infrastructure capacity and services. The American Planning
Association supports regulatory processes that facilitate, encourage, and support Smart Growth while
eliminating regulatory barriers that increase the costs of Smart Growth. The American Planning Association
supports requiring federal agencies to include the effect of federal actions on development growth and land
patterns in their analyses of environmental impacts and to actively support state and local plans for growth
management. The American Planning Association supports the coordination and cooperation of local planning
efforts within a region to achieve desired outcomes at the regional scale based on shared values, economic and
natural assets, and the cultural identity of communities within a region. The American Planning Association
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supports the role Smart Growth can play to increase transportation choice, mobility, and access to and from
work, home, school, and services. The American Planning Association supports a balanced, multi-modal
transportation network â€” both new and existing â€” that includes adequate, convenient, and safe access for
motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, and public transportation. The American Planning Association supports
enhanced research into and development of realistic parking standards or guidelines â€” considering both
minimum and maximum thresholds â€” for land development projects using Smart Growth principles. Parking
regulations require local solutions based on community-wide parking studies and approaches. The American
Planning Association supports the development and implementation of coordinated regional and statewide
multimodal transportation plans linked to planned land uses and strategic economic assets. The American
Planning Association supports federal and state incentives and local initiatives that encourage locating new
development, especially the development of public facilities, in areas that are supported by a balanced
transportation network that provides a variety of transportation choices and supports more active, healthy
lifestyles for people of all ages and abilities. The American Planning Association supports changes to roadway
design standards that promote and support the use of transit and non-motorized transportation modes,
including walking and biking, especially to accommodate and promote the implementation of "Complete
Streets" policies and plans. The American Planning Association supports policies and plans that place street,
sidewalk, bike, and other pathway interconnectivity as a high priority in the development of transportation
systems and land-use development policies, plans, and projects. The American Planning Association supports
transportation infrastructure design that reduces stormwater runoff through Low Impact Design and Green
Infrastructure concepts and techniques. The American Planning Association supports policies and plans that
place high priority on integrating affordable housing into Transit Oriented Developments, as well as
throughout the region and within each city in order to achieve transportation goals. The American Planning
Association supports the incorporation of permanent land preservation in plans for rural areas as a means of
shaping compact, efficient urban areas as well as protecting wildlife habitat, farmland, and other critical open
spaces resources in perpetuity. The American Planning Association supports policies and plans that recognize
the importance of the form that creates a complimentary relationship between land use and transportation
facilities supporting smart growth principles. The American Planning Association supports growth and fiscal
policies that prioritize the use of existing infrastructure capacity over public construction of new infrastructure,
including the requirement that new development either pay for the services it requires or be consciously
subsidized. The American Planning Association supports establishing infrastructure extension policies that
support and preserve rural communities and rural landscapes. The American Planning Association supports
strengthening, modernizing, and building professional capacity of state, metropolitan, and regional
public-agency institutions and public-private or nonprofit organizations to facilitate fiscally responsible
decision making and problem solving, while respecting local governmental decision making. The American
Planning Association supports a strong role of regional organizations in planning for land conservation, water
resource protection, cultural resource preservation, transportation system development, preservation of open
space corridors and native landscapes, and disaster mitigation, where economies of scale can provide a more
fiscally efficient process that achieves desired outcomes. The American Planning Association supports fiscal
and budgetary policies that encourage smart growth planning. The American Planning Association supports
the application of smart growth principles to expand social equity in rural communities in ways that help
preserve and strengthen their character. The American Planning Association supports increased social,
economic, and racial equity in our communities and calls on the federal government to increase community
development funds to remedy these inequities and to ensure that planning and land development decisions do
not unfairly burden economically disadvantaged groups. The American Planning Association supports federal,
state, and local policies and programs that encourage economically and socially diverse mixed income
neighborhoods as the foundation for healthy regions, including encouragement for the provision of workforce
housing in all new-growth areas and areas to be redeveloped. The American Planning Association supports
efforts to strengthen public education systems, including preâ€”K, as essential components of community
building in urban, suburban, and rural areas, which help to ensure that children have an opportunity for an
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excellent education wherever they may live, and which provide a critical element for reinvestment in urban
core communities. The American Planning Association supports planning that identifies the transportation,
housing, employment, education, recreation and health needs of our changing population, both with respect to
the total number of people expected to reside in an area and also with respect to population groups with special
needs such as the elderly, school children, or people of diverse cultures. The American Planning Association
supports public-private partnerships as a means to leverage funds to achieve social equity and community
redevelopment. This quality is measured by the most valued human asset: The American Planning Association
declares that chronic health conditions, food deserts, a lack of accessibility to services and recreational
opportunities, and barriers to making physical activity a part of daily life are unsustainable emerging trends
that Smart Growth principles can alleviate. The way a community is planned â€” its land development
patterns, transportation options, or community design â€” bears heavily on the health of those living there. The
American Planning Association supports policies and strategies that preserve existing agricultural land and
expand new opportunities for local and regional food systems and urban agriculture. The American Planning
Association supports federal, state, and local policies and programs that encourage the siting and design of
new smart growth development in such a manner that current and future hazards are avoided or mitigated. The
American Planning Association supports policies and plans promoting networks, parks, trails, and open space
that improve connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists and create opportunities for healthy lifestyles. Definition
of Smart Growth Smart Growth is not a single tool, but a set of cohesive urban and regional planning
principles that can be blended together and melded with unique local and regional conditions to achieve a
better development pattern. Smart Growth is an approach to achieving communities that are socially,
economically, and environmentally sustainable. Smart Growth provides choices â€” in housing, in
transportation, in jobs, and in amenities including cultural, social services, recreational, educational, among
others â€” using comprehensive planning to guide, design, develop, manage, revitalize, and build inclusive
communities and regions to: Core principles of Smart Growth include: It is also a development pattern has led
to some negative consequences for the community as a whole. Our nation is now experiencing heightened
concern over the social, environmental, and fiscal quality of our communities arising from development
practices that aggravate the decline of many urban communities and older suburbs, congest streets and
highways, demand higher levels of energy consumption, accelerate the loss of natural resources and
deteriorate the natural environment, and limit opportunities for the retention and creation of affordable
housing. Often these problems are simply and collectively labeled, "sprawl. Smart Growth is not, however,
limited to combating the symptoms of sprawl. Rural communities are as essential as urban areas to our
national economic health and well-being. Smart Growth principles are applicable to rural America as well as
urban and suburban communities. Smart Growth is just as much about making existing suburban communities
more walkable, efficient, and inviting as it is about preserving rural farmland or reinvigorating urban cores.
Traditional approaches to both urban and suburban development both have shortcomings that can be addressed
by Smart Growth. At its core, Smart Growth provides choices for all Americans. American society is not
monocultural and never was. The "American Dream" is not a single dream shared by all, but a common
concept of realizing economic opportunity through upward mobility, with different dreams for different
people. As much as Smart Growth facilitates various new "American Dreams," it does not take away anything
from anyone that they do not choose to leave behind. Infill development and redevelopment, increased density
of development, and the adaptive re-use of existing buildings result in efficient utilization of land resources,
more compact urban areas, and more efficient delivery of quality public services. Efficient use of public and
private infrastructure starts with creating neighborhoods that maximize the use of existing infrastructure.
Special consideration should be given to the location and timing of infrastructure extensions in rural areas so
as not to encourage growth that will promote inefficient and unsustainable development patterns; create the
need for additional inefficient and costly infrastructure; result in the loss of viable agriculture, forest land, and
important natural habitat; create conflicts between agricultural and urban land uses; or ultimately harm the
character of the rural community. Smart Growth principles have an economic benefit to the communities and
regions that employ them. Mixed-use developments include quality housing, varied by type and price,
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integrated with shopping, schools, community facilities, and jobs. Human-scale design in harmony with the
existing urban form and quality construction contribute to successful compact, mixed-use development and
also promote privacy, safety, visual appeal, and compatibility among uses and users. In rural areas, a mix of
housing types and price ranges should be encouraged to meet the needs of the entire community. Mixed-use
development is not limited to vertical mixed-use structures; locating parks, neighborhood retail and services,
schools, and housing all within walking distance is another way to create a mixed-use community. A sense of
place results when design and development protect and incorporate the distinctive character of a community
and its unique context, whether urban or rural. Geography, natural features, climate, culture, historical
resources, and ecology each contribute to the distinctive character of a region. Smart Growth principles
contribute to a sense of place that differs from the "Everywhere USA" model and anonymous architecture that
dominated the last quarter of the 20th century and first decade of the 21st. Integrating land use and
transportation planning to accommodate more than just the automobile and to provide increased transportation
choices, including mass transit, bicycling, and walking is a hallmark of Smart Growth. Such development is
pedestrian-friendly at a human scale. Rural residents, who range in age and abilities, also have needs for
access to public transportation. All forms of transportation must be reliable, efficient, and user-friendly,
creating opportunities for access by all segments of the population to housing, employment, education,
recreation, and human and community services. The American Planning Association recognizes that the
efficient development of small towns and rural areas is critical to their long-term survival and sustainability.
The preservation of smaller towns and rural areas in light of development pressures caused by sprawling
development patterns is often more economically efficient. Making housing choices available to a range of
households, ages, and incomes, all while maintaining the character of the community and the quality of life is
important to new and existing residents alike. The high cost of providing basic infrastructure and services in
rural communities demands efficient use of existing facilities, compact development as well as land
conservation. All planning processes, as well as the distribution of resources, must be equitable. A diversity of
voices must be included in community planning and implementation. Citizen participation helps ensure that
planning outcomes are equitable and based on decision making that derives from an inclusive process.
Planning processes must involve comprehensive strategies that engage meaningful citizen participation and
find common ground for decision making. Appropriate citizen participation requires an open process by which
all stakeholders are free to participate regardless of their position on planning policies or their socio-economic
status. Smart Growth includes evaluating the appropriate geographies to improve air quality, water quality and
quantity, habitat functionality, economic prosperity, and transportation choices; and for local jurisdictions
within these geographies to establish and coordinate policies that address these elements in a manner that is
appropriate for their regions and governance structures. Smart Growth does not work without cooperation and
partnerships among governments, property owners, developers, financial institutions, and the public. The
principles of Smart Growth can form the basis for dialogue between these parties and challenge all to ensure
that we create in America communities of lasting value. Smart Growth provides timely tools not only for
long-range planning but also addressing current issues related to communities with high foreclosure rates,
limited infrastructure, and fiscal challenges. Reduction in vehicle miles travelled VMT by land use patterns
that enable a reduction in the need for automobile travel for all trip purposes, and through increased travel by
bus, fixed-rail systems, and ferries, and walking and bicycling in existing settlements and new urban-growth
areas Increase in travel mode share for all alternative modes, including bus, fixed-rail systems, ferries,
walking, and bicycling, for all trip purposes commuting and non-commuting Communities, neighborhoods
and transportation facilities that are safe, accessible, and inviting to pedestrians and bicyclists D. Reduced
fiscal burden on local and state governments and their taxpayers caused by the costs for financing and
maintaining ever-increasing infrastructure deficits or shortfalls Improved long-term fiscal viability of regions
and their constituent local governments Reordering of infrastructure planning and development from
fragmented and uncoordinated patterns while protecting rural areas from potentially damaging infrastructure
location and extension policies E. Vibrant central cities that have experienced a cycle of renewal and rebirth,
whose neighborhoods accommodate a diversity of people with a range of backgrounds, economic capacity,
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and family structures Reversal in the centralization of poverty in communities both urban and rural
Elimination of regulatory barriers that impede construction of affordable housing Improved accessibility for
economic opportunity in rural areas Decreased racial and economic segregation through regulations requiring
affordable housing in all new-growth areas and areas to be redeveloped Investment whereby disadvantaged
residents benefit from community reinvestment activities, including in the resulting housing and neighborhood
conditions of housing affordability; educational, employment, and recreational opportunities; and
transportation, health care, fresh food, and service accessibility F. Slowing the conversion of agricultural and
non-urbanized rural landscapes to suburban single-use developments without adequate urban services
Promoting access to fresh, affordable, and healthy foods for all residents, including those in disadvantaged
communities Development and implementation of food security planning that will enable the nation to be
self-sufficient in feeding our population for an extended period of time if natural or man-made disaster or
international conditions so dictate G. Providing national guidance for sustainable, mixed-use communities
designed around mass transit, walking and cycling have been shown to reduce lung and heart disease, obesity,
diabetes, and other chronic health conditions Preservation of existing and support new opportunities for local
and regional urban and rural agriculture Improved connections between destinations and providing a wide
range of active transportation choices, such as transit, trails, and pedestrian and biking facilities A balanced
transportation system that makes it possible for residents to walk or ride a bicycle to a store, school or work
Compact neighborhoods with a mix of uses that make it easy for residents to walk or bicycle to a store, school
or work. Leaders ensure that public health issues are a guiding consideration in land-use planning decisions.
Where schools are located plays a large part in whether or not children can walk or bike to them.
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"The goal of The Smart Growth Manual is clear from page 1: to create a guidebook for smart growth following the
pattern of the Charter for New Urbanism. Duany, Speck and Lydon have achieved that in spades (the Charter is
included in the appendix, in case we missed the connection).

For example, in the state of Massachusetts smart growth is enacted by a combination of techniques including
increasing housing density along transit nodes, conserving farm land, and mixing residential and commercial
use areas. Many favor the term New Urbanism , which invokes a new, but traditional way of looking at urban
planning. There are a range of best practices associated with smart growth, these include: Mix land uses Take
advantage of compact building design. Create walkable neighborhoods and a range of housing opportunities
and choices Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place Preserve open space,
farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental areas Strengthen and direct development towards existing
communities Provide in advance a variety of transportation choices, urban and social infrastructure based on
population projections Make development decisions sustainable, predictable, fair, and cost effective
Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in development decisions History[ edit ] Transportation
and community planners began to promote the idea of compact cities and communities and adopt many of the
regulatory approaches associated with Smart Growth in the early s. The Congress for the New Urbanism , with
architect Peter Calthorpe , promoted and popularized the idea of urban villages that relied on public
transportation, bicycling, and walking instead of automobile use. The Local Government Commission which
presents the annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference adopted the original Ahwahnee Principles in
[9] which articulates many of the major principles now generally accepted as part of smart growth movement
such as Transit oriented development , a focus on walking distance, greenbelts and wildlife corridors, and
infill and redevelopment. The document was co-authored by several of the founders of the New Urbanist
movement. This organization leads an evolving coalition of national and regional organizations most of which
predated its founding such as Friends of Oregon founded in and the Congress for the New Urbanism founded
in The EPA launched its smart growth program in Its principles challenge old assumptions in urban planning,
such as the value of detached houses and automobile use. Public health[ edit ] Transit-oriented development
can improve the quality of life and encourage a healthier, pedestrian-based lifestyle with less pollution.
Examples include subsidies for highway building, fossil fuels, and electricity. Electrical subsidies[ edit ] With
electricity, there is a cost associated with extending and maintaining the service delivery system, as with water
and sewage, but there also is a loss in the commodity being delivered. The farther from the generator, the more
power is lost in distribution. The state is developing a series of incentives to coax local governments into
changing zoning laws that will be compatible with the state plan. The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities
recently proposed a revised rule that presents a tiered approach to utility financing. In areas not designated for
growth, utilities and their ratepayers are forbidden to cover the costs of extending utility lines to new
developmentsâ€”and developers will be required to pay the full cost of public utility infrastructure. In
designated growth areas that have local smart plans endorsed by the State Planning Commission, developers
will be refunded the cost of extending utility lines to new developments at two times the rate of the revenue
received by developers in smart growth areas that do not have approved plans. Creating such neighborhoods is
a critical element of reducing urban sprawl and protecting the climate. Such a tactic includes adopting
redevelopment strategies and zoning policies that channel housing and job growth into urban centers and
neighborhood business districts, to create compact, walkable, and bike- and transit-friendly hubs. This
sometimes requires local governmental bodies to implement code changes that allow increased height and
density downtown and regulations that not only eliminate minimum parking requirements for new
development but establish a maximum number of allowed spaces. Other topics fall under this concept: Other
measures might include regional cooperation to increase efficiency and expand services, and moving buses
and trains more frequently through high-use areas.
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Chapter 4 : Smart Growth America
practitioners."The Smart Growth Manual is an indispensable guide to city planning. This kind of progressive
development is the only way to fully restore our economic strength and create new jobs.

Chapter 5 : You are being redirected
The manual bases smart growth on the traditional mixed use neighborhood. "It was the abandonment of this model in
favor of novelties that led to the current crises â€” ecological, economic, and social â€” that make the smart growth
campaign necessary," the authors observe.

Chapter 6 : The Best Complete Streets Initiatives of | Smart Growth America
South Bend, IN: Smart Streets This year, as we transition to using the new framework, we wanted to highlight
communities around the country that have already taken great strides to address equity and implementation through
their Complete Streets initiatives.

Chapter 7 : Smart growth - Wikipedia
The American Planning Association, recognizing there is no universal approach to Smart Growth, supports the
coordination of plans, policies, and services across jurisdictions and levels of government to help support and reinforce
Smart Growth approaches that fit local, regional, and statewide contexts.

Chapter 8 : [PDF/ePub Download] the smart growth manual eBook
Smart growth is a way to build cities, towns, and neighborhoods that are economically prosperous, socially equitable,
and environmentally sustainable.

Chapter 9 : Smart Growth | US EPA
The Flower Mound SMARTGrowth Program is a comprehensive, community-based growth management strategy that
translates the vision and values embodied in the Town's Master Plan into constitutive development criteria.
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