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Religio Religion from O. One possible interpretation traced to Cicero , connects lego read, i. The definition of
religio by Cicero is cultum deorum, "the proper performance of rites in veneration of the gods. Augustine ,
following the interpretation given by Lactantius in Divinae institutiones, IV, The term was sparsely used in
classical Greece but became more frequently used in the writings of Josephus in the first century AD. It was
used in mundane contexts and could mean multiple things from respectful fear to excessive or harmfully
distracting practices of others; to cultic practices. It was often contrasted with the Greek word deisidaimonia
which meant too much fear. Throughout classical South Asia , the study of law consisted of concepts such as
penance through piety and ceremonial as well as practical traditions. Medieval Japan at first had a similar
union between imperial law and universal or Buddha law, but these later became independent sources of
power. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the terms Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Confucianism, and world
religions first entered the English language. What is called ancient religion today, they would have only called
law. There are however two general definition systems: The very attempt to define religion, to find some
distinctive or possibly unique essence or set of qualities that distinguish the religious from the remainder of
human life, is primarily a Western concern. The attempt is a natural consequence of the Western speculative,
intellectualistic, and scientific disposition. It is also the product of the dominant Western religious mode, what
is called the Judeo-Christian climate or, more accurately, the theistic inheritance from Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam. The theistic form of belief in this tradition, even when downgraded culturally, is formative of the
dichotomous Western view of religion. That is, the basic structure of theism is essentially a distinction
between a transcendent deity and all else, between the creator and his creation, between God and man. We just
know that it is done, annually, weekly, daily, for some people almost hourly; and we have an enormous
ethnographic literature to demonstrate it. He also emphasized the cultural reality of religion, which he defined
as [â€¦] the entirety of the linguistic expressions, emotions and, actions and signs that refer to a supernatural
being or supernatural beings. When more or less distinct patterns of behavior are built around this depth
dimension in a culture, this structure constitutes religion in its historically recognizable form. Religion is the
organization of life around the depth dimensions of experienceâ€”varied in form, completeness, and clarity in
accordance with the environing culture. He also argued that the belief in spiritual beings exists in all known
societies. In his book The Varieties of Religious Experience , the psychologist William James defined religion
as "the feelings, acts, and experiences of individual men in their solitude, so far as they apprehend themselves
to stand in relation to whatever they may consider the divine". Sacred things are not, however, limited to gods
or spirits. Religious beliefs Traditionally, faith , in addition to reason, has been considered a source of
religious beliefs. The interplay between faith and reason, and their use as perceived support for religious
beliefs, have been a subject of interest to philosophers and theologians. Mythology The word myth has several
meanings. A traditional story of ostensibly historical events that serves to unfold part of the world view of a
people or explain a practice, belief, or natural phenomenon; A person or thing having only an imaginary or
unverifiable existence; or A metaphor for the spiritual potentiality in the human being. Religions of
pre-industrial peoples, or cultures in development, are similarly called myths in the anthropology of religion.
The term myth can be used pejoratively by both religious and non-religious people. There, myth is defined as
a story that is important for the group whether or not it is objectively or provably true. But from a
mythological outlook, whether or not the event actually occurred is unimportant. Instead, the symbolism of the
death of an old life and the start of a new life is what is most significant. Religious believers may or may not
accept such symbolic interpretations. Worldview Religions have sacred histories , narratives , and mythologies
which may be preserved in sacred scriptures , and symbols and holy places , that aim to explain the meaning
of life , the origin of life , or the Universe.
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The member of the tribe or clan who was no longer among the living still required nourishment, clothing, and
protection to journey safely in another kind of existence beyond the grave. Somehow, there was some part of
the person that survived death. That part of the human being that survives death is known in Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism as the soul, the very essence of the individual person that must answer for its earthly
deeds, good or bad. Hinduism perceives this spiritual essence as the divine part of a living being, the atman,
which is eternal and seeks to be united with the Universal Soul, or the Brahman. Buddhism teaches that an
individual is but a transient combination of the five aggregates skandhas â€”matter, sensation, perception,
predisposition, and consciousnessâ€”and has no permanent soul. Of the major world religions, only Buddhism
does not perceive an eternal metaphysical aspect of the human personality in the same way that the others do.
However, all the major faiths believe that after the spirit has left the body, it moves on to another existence.
Some faiths contend that it ascends to a paradise or descends into a hell. Others believe it may achieve a
rebirth into another physical body, or may merge with the Divine in an eternal unity. Traditional Christianity,
Islam, and Judaism envision a resurrection of a spiritual body at a time of final judgment, but generally
speaking, the soul is of greater value and purpose than the physical body it inhabited while on Earth. The
material shell within which humans dwell during their lifetime is nothing other than clay or ashes into which
God has breathed the breath of life. The physical body is a temporary possession that a human has, not what a
person is. And what is more, how one meets the challenges of life on Earth, whether or not one chooses to
walk a path of good or evil, determines how that soul will be treated after death. All the seeds that one has
sown throughout his or her lifetime, good or bad, will be harvested in the afterlife. When an individual dies,
according to many world religions, the soul is judged or evaluated, then sent to what is perceived as an eternal
placeâ€”heaven or hell. The Hindu or Buddhist expects to encounter Yama, the god of the dead. In neither
religious expression is Yama at all comparable to Satan, who in Christian belief is both the creator of evil and
the accuser of human weaknesses. And when Roman Catholic Christianity added the doctrine of purgatory in
the sixteenth century, the matter became all the more complex because now certain souls were given an
opportunity to atone for their sins while residing in a kind of interim area between heaven and hell. While
many Christians, Jews, and Muslims believe that the dead lie sleeping in their graves until the Last Judgment,
others in those same faiths maintain that judgment is pronounced immediately after death. Likewise, the
concept of the World to Come in Jewish writings may refer to a present heaven or fore-tell of a future
redemption on Earth.
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So what is behind that statement? All the surface disagreements, different names for Ultimate Reality,
different myths etc are just window-dressing. The Perennial Philosophy has its historical roots in the
syncretism of Renaissance humanists like Marsilio Ficino and Pico della Mirandola, who suggested that Plato,
Jesus, Hermes Trismegistus and the Kabbalah were all pointing to the same God they were almost
excommunicated as a result. Leibniz also championed the philosophia perennis. You can see it flourishing in
the transcendentalism of Emerson, Coleridge and Thoreau. The Perennial Philosophy is a much more natural
attitude to me than the exclusivism and tribalism of Christianity, which I find strange and incredible. While
my adventures in Christianity of the last two years introduced me for the first time to Christian wisdom and
grace, I still have a deep sense of the richness of other traditions. What I have been developing, this year, is
something called the Wisdom Approach, which teaches ideas, practices and values from various different
wisdom traditions. I think the idea of healing wisdom â€” Sophia â€” connects all the great wisdom traditions,
including atheist ones like Epicureanism and Buddhism. The courses I run try to explore this common ground
while also exploring the different destinations they attempt to reach. This week, I read a book which made
some trenchant criticisms of the Perennial Philosophy. Ferrer makes three main criticisms of the Perennial
Philosophy approach: The Tao is not the same as the Christian God the Tao cares nothing for individuals, as
Lao Tzu says , nor are either the same as Buddhist sunyata or emptiness. The mystics themselves do not agree
that all religions are talking about the same ultimate reality. Perennialists tend to rank religions, and even sects
within religions. All religions are equal, but some are more equal than others Christianity is usually near or at
the bottom â€” Sam Harris says it has basically nothing useful to say about the human condition, Aldous
Huxley said the Bible was an obstacle to evolution â€” and Tibetan Buddhism is at the top. Perennialists tend
to be western and tend to have rejected their Judeo-Christian background, and therefore rank Christianity low
in their wisdom rankings. And of course Christianity, like Islam and Judaism, fits uneasily within a Perennial
framework, with their tribal eschatologies and their faith in their unique revelation. Your mind is the
laboratory, in which you can go and check these facts for yourself. This attitude, while understandable in its
attempt to validate spiritual experiences within a hostile scientific materialist environment, tends to reduce
such experiences to subjective occurrences in the individual brain. Divine Reality exists out there, and we
experience it in our minds, like a camera taking a photo. Instead, he suggests a more participatory form of
knowing. Our consciousness and imagination helps to create the reality we experience. Both suggest that our
relationship with Being is reciprocal, it responds to how we relate to it, manifesting in the attitudes or stories
we project, playing with them, making them real. We open a portal together, as the apostles did at the
Pentecost. The ocean is the starting point, which most great wisdom traditions share â€” the belief that we can
liberate ourselves from our ego and connect to a more expanded consciousness and reality. However, from
that ocean, we can reach many different shores. These will involve different spiritual experiences, and even
Ferrer suggests different metaphysical realities. Let me suggest this â€” one rocket launch-pad, many different
destinations. The rocket launch-pad of spiritual traditions tend to be similar ethical practices to go beyond the
ego. However, spiritual astronauts then reach different planets, different space stations, different universes,
where perhaps they encounter different beings or manifestations of Being. The genius of being is whimsical
rather than consistent. The Spirit is dynamic, ever-changing, playful. I wonder if this idea of the multiverse is
there in the multiple worlds of science fiction writers like CS Lewis or Philip Pullman, both of whom describe
portals through which one can reach other worlds or universes, in which the Spirit will take different forms. I
wonder even if this is what the Bishop of London meant, when I asked him if one could get to God through
other faiths. When you come into the presence of God, by this portal â€” there are other portals which may
take you to different places â€” you come through a passage of self-sacrifice and giving oneself away, which
paradoxically does not result in obliteration, but in the most extreme ecstasy and joy at the discovery which
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lies at the end of all this â€” that one is fearfully and wonderfully made, one is a unique and beloved child of
God. If he believes there are different metaphysical realities, does that mean there are different destinies after
death? That a Buddhist experiences reincarnation, while the Christian gets physical resurrection? Does he
believe there are multiple eschatologies â€” in some realities Christ comes back, in others Valhalla burns, and
so on? Is there one sort of ethical law or Logos for all the metaphysical realities, or might they have radically
different ethical laws?? Perhaps in some way they connect together into a grand symphony. This is one reason
not everyone in the west should become a Buddhist â€” it would be like everyone singing the same part in the
symphony. We need some singing bass, some singing alto, and Richard Dawkins on kazoo. A choir cannot
harmonize if the conductor hands out the sheet music and only the altos are singing the correct song. If the
maestro is the Christian God, I could see the Presbyterians being bass, Catholics being alto or soprano
etcâ€¦but all are singing the same song. Of course, my mind cannot comprehend an infinite God so I may be
way off. But, if God wants what is best for humanity, why would there be no absolutes? There are some ways
to connect these different religions because we can find grains of truth in any teaching. Even cult leaders get it
right sometimes. Maybe there is only one correct faith, whether we agree with that faith or not? PS â€” my
daughter has been suffering with quite a bit of anxiety lately so I showed her your Ted Talk last night and I
could actually see a sense of relief come across her face.
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Religion Dictionary Search Dictionary: It is a broader term than "member" because the latter refers to an
official status that varies according to congregation or denomination. A season of preparation for Christmas ,
more characteristic of Western Liturgical Churches. Churches originating from founder William Miller in the
late 19th century. Miller taught that Christ would soon return to earth and that Saturday, rather than Sunday,
should be observed as the Christian Sabbath. Affiliation Change, Measure of: A survey measure of whether an
individual has changed religious affiliation as an adult. One of the largest black denominations in the United
States. The denomination broke off from the Methodist Episcopal Church in In , it was officially founded by
Richard Allen in Philadelphia Prothero The fate of humans after death Smith and Green Descriptions of the
afterlife will differ by cultural, historical and geographical context see Egyptian Book of the Dead and Tibetan
Book of the Dead. In Eastern religions, such as Hinduism or Buddhism , reincarnation is an afterlife concept.
A philosophical position neither affirming nor denying belief in a deity. Agnostics believe the question of
whether God exists must be left open and unanswered. The concept comes from David Hume , who
questioned the idea of causality, and by extension the historical accuracy of biblical miracles. The term
"agnostic" was coined by Thomas Huxley , and was used as a method more than a belief system, claiming that
one should seek truth until a certain point where the evidence becomes scarce or non-existent Reid et al. A
term in Hinduism , Buddhism , and Jainism that is often translated as "non-violence," referring to not harming
or wishing to harm. In Jainism, nonviolence is considered the highest moral duty, as Jain ascetics even attempt
to avoid the injury and death of insects. Ahimsa also influenced Gandi and his nonviolent campaign in India
Prothero One of the most important caliphs in Islam. He was cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet
Muhammad , founder of Islam. Ali was brutally murdered in CE by an assassin. In addition, Shiite Muslims
trace the lineage of the imams through him Esposito A feeling of estrangement from society as a whole, or
from its dominant institutions, but not necessarily estrangement from all local religious groups Dean ; Neal
and Rettig A feast celebrated in the Western Church on the first of November to commemorate Christian
martyrs and all those who have led conspicuously holy lives. A term in Islam , meaning "God" in Arabic. In
the Koran , Allah is viewed as merciful and compassionate along with being all powerful Prothero Richard
Allen was an influential black minister who established the African Methodist Episcopal Church in , the first
black denomination in the United States. For more information on Richard Allen, click here. An international
terrorist organization founded by Osama bin Laden in the s. The organization seeks to establish a transnational
Islamic empire that strictly adheres to Islamic law. The group is most famous for the attack on the World
Trade Center on September 11th, The leader, Osama bin Laden, was killed on May 2, by U. Navy seals and
CIA operatives Prothero A Christian theological position that the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ is
symbolic, not literal, and is a period between the ministry of Christ and the Second Coming. It emphasizes the
present reality of the Kingdom of God, and that the perfect age will not arrive until the establishment of the
new heaven and the new earth. See Premillennialism for more. A group of the Mennonites who broke away in
the late seventeenth century, led by the minister Jacob Amman. He supported a strict interpretation of
discipline and the practice of avoidance, shunning excommunicated members. They arrived in America in the
early s, and have retained a fairly separatist environment from modern culture ever since, preferring to
cultivate a community more representative of the late seventeenth century Melton Moreover, it stresses the
community. The analogical imagination contrasts with the dialectical imagination , which stresses the
individual and the belief that God has withdrawn from the sinful world. This concept was developed by
Andrew Greeley , who believed that Catholics tend to have analogical imagination, while Protestants tend to
have dialectical imagination. Cousin and disciple of the Buddha who lived in the sixth century BCE. He also is
known for his support of female disciples Smith and Green A Buddhist doctrine denying the reality of a
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permanent, immortal soul as the spiritual center of a human. The term means "no self," and it is meant to teach
that all things are connected and there is no separate existence Esposito et al. The worship, feeding and
petitioning of the souls of dead ancestors at home altars, temples and graves. This practice is most common
among East Asian religions Esposito et al. A superhuman intermediary between the divine and human realm.
Angels exist in Judaism , Christianity and Islam. Theological discussions of the nature of angels vary by
tradition Smith and Green Some view the Anglican Church as a "middle way" between Catholicism and
Protestantism , since both traditions have influenced Anglican theology and practice Mead et al. For more
information on the Anglican family, click here. The belief in an inner soul that represents the main identity for
all humans, animals, plants and places. It places a large emphasis on ritualistic activities Esposito et al.
Anomie can be interpreted in terms of the values and norms of society, both of which may be established and
supported by religion Stark and Bainbridge In Christian literature, the Antichrist is an evil figure that deceives
people into thinking that he is holy. In the end-times , according to the Christian tradition, Jesus will come
back and defeat the Antichrist Smith and Green In Islamic eschatology , there also is an Antichrist figure that
is depicted in the Hadith as a one-eyed monster from the East who rules the earth for a period of time before
Jesus comes to vanquish him Hinnells The famous "Antinomian Controversy" took place in the s, where
Anne Hutchinson was brought to trial in Massachusetts for claiming to follow her direct revelation of the Holy
Spirit instead of Scripture alone. She was banished from the colony in Reid et al. Unreasoning hostility toward
and discrimination against the Jews. It can range from a formal doctrine and from mild antipathy to active
efforts to kill the Jews. German writer Wilhelm Marr coined the term in to distinguish between secular hatred
for the Jews as a people and hatred toward the Jewish religion , although the modern usage of the word
denotes hatred for the Jews and Judaism in all forms Smith and Green Catastrophic end-times battle between
good and evil, in which good will triumph over evil. The Greek term refers to "hidden things. A collection of
books or chapters of books not included in the Hebrew Bible , but present in various Christian versions of the
Old Testament , mostly in the Catholic and Orthodox traditions. These traditions see the Apocrypha as
authoritative, whereas Protestantism does not. Protestant Bibles either exclude the Apocrypha or create a
separate section for it found in-between the Old and New Testament. Traditions that include this collection of
terms prefer the term "deuterocanonical" books, not the Apocrypha. This collection of books is not to be
confused with the pseudepigrapha or the Christian Apocrypha , which are not regarded as authoritative by any
major branch of Christianity Smith and Green The argumentation or defense on behalf of a certain religious
faith. It is usually directed toward those outside the faith community, but the audience is usually those within
the faith community Reid et al. Famous apologists include Orestes Brownson and Francis Schaeffer. One who
engages in apologetics see Apologetics. Departing or falling away from a religious faith. In Christianity , it is
the complete renunciation of the faith through either words or actions Reid et al. It refers to both the mission
and representational authority of someone sent on a mission by a superior. In Christianity , "apostle" refers to
the authoritative mission conferred to Christ on his disciples, with special emphasis on the Twelve Apostles
and other specific people, to continue his mission on earth after his resurrection-ascension Reid et al. The
bishop of an Archdiocese. Catholic Churches , Eastern Orthodox Churches , and Anglican Churches maintain
these hierarchal positions, although the jurisdiction, positional rank and specific role of the archbishop differs
by tradition Reid et al. A large diocese overseen by the Archbishop. Since the fourth century CE, neighboring
dioceses have been grouped into provinces, and the most important province has been designated as the
archdiocese, while the others are called "suffragan dioceses. One who has attained the final stage of
enlightenment in Theravada Buddhism. Over time, a distinction arose between arhats and bodhisattvas , and
some Mahayanists came to malign arhats as a selfish and inferior enterprise, lacking in the compassion of the
bodhisattva. There has been some debate as to whether only monks and nuns or laypeople can be arhats, and
whether arhats still exist today Smith and Green A term referring to the battle between god and evil in the last
days. The term itself only appears once in the Bible in Revelation When many Methodist missionaries fled
back to England during the American Revolution, he stayed behind and continued spreading Methodism. For
more information on Francis Asbury, click here. The complete renunciation of physical pleasures and other
bodily desires in order to foster spiritual development. This practice is common in many religious traditions,
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including Buddhism , Catholicism , Eastern Orthodoxy and classical Hinduism Smith and Green The first day
of the Lent in the Western calendar, where individuals spread ashes on their forehead as a sign of penitence or
mortality Smith and Green Jews originating from central and eastern Europe. This group adopted Yiddish , a
language based on medieval German. One of the largest Pentecostal denominations in the United States. As
the Pentecostal movement began to flourish in the early 20th century, several diverse regional constituencies
of the Reformed tradition desired to combine their efforts into one movement.
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