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Chapter 1 : Tillerman Cycle Series by Cynthia Voigt
"The Tillerman Series" were some of the first ones I put on my list. I finally bought "Homecoming" a few months ago, and
I'm SO glad that I did! I think that I might have enjoyed it even more this time around.

Plot Introduction[ edit ] Homecoming, set in the very early s, tells the story of four siblings aged between six
and thirteen, whose mother abandons them one summer afternoon in their car next to a Connecticut shopping
mall during an aborted road trip to a family member in Bridgeport. Realizing that their mother is not coming
back, and that they cannot go home as their father walked out before the youngest child was born , the children
travel together, mostly on foot, trying to reach Bridgeport. There, they hope to find their missing mother at the
home of a relative they have never met. Thirteen-year-old Dicey Tillerman, and her brothers James 10 and
Sammy 6 , and sister Maybeth 9 , lived in a wooden house out in the dunes in Provincetown, Massachusetts.
The family is poor, their father walked out just before Sammy was born, and only Dicey retains any memory
of him. Their mother worked herself too hard physically and emotionally to take care of her four children and
make ends meet. The novel begins when the Tillerman children find themselves alone in their car, some miles
from their home, in a shopping mall parking lot in Peewauket , apparently Connecticut. Momma had driven
them away from home, saying that they were going to visit her Aunt Cilla in Bridgeport, Connecticut. At the
mall, she parked the car and walked away, instructing the children to do what Dicey told them. After waiting
for a few hours, Dicey begins to understand that Momma is not coming back. Worried that going to the
authorities might place her siblings and herself in foster homes, and split them up, Dicey decides that the four
children must try to continue on to Aunt Cilla themselves, and that hopefully they will find their mother there.
The children set off on foot, as they do not have enough money for a bus. Dicey realizes that the journey is
longer than she had initially thought it would be. She then takes charge of their meager finances, by earning
money whenever necessary and possible. Dicey comes to understand more fully how difficult things must
have been for Momma, and how she must have slowly lost hope and eventually her sanity. They are often
hungry and sad and have some frightening brushes with danger. When their money runs out in the center of
New Haven , Dicey makes James, Maybeth and Sammy sleep under a bush in a park, while she watches over
them. They are rescued by a college student, Windy, who feeds them and offers them shelter. Her
middle-aged, unmarried daughter Eunice, a devout Catholic, is reluctant to be burdened with the Tillerman
children. She had plans to enter a convent and taking in the homeless children will put an end to her dreams of
becoming a nun. The children are not Catholic, and their parents were unmarried, which Eunice does not like.
Reluctantly, with the advice of a Catholic priest, she takes them in. The younger children are put into a
Catholic summer camp, while Dicey is made to stay home and help Eunice keep house. Sammy gets into
fights and is unruly and difficult when at home. Maybeth is extremely shy and has learning difficulties. Cousin
Eunice believes she is "retarded", and that Sammy is unmanageable. James becomes distant from his family.
The children are informed that their mother is completely catatonic in a state psychiatric hospital, without
much chance of recovery. As a result, any dream they harbored of being reunited with Momma and starting a
new life with her is shattered. Although she had only planned to visit her, the other Tillerman children sneak
away from school to join her. The Tillerman family finds itself on the road again in search of a home; this
ends the first part of the novel. The second journey, like the first, is hard and fraught with danger. Attempting
to earn money by picking tomatoes, the children find themselves nearly captured by their employer who has
apparently taken an interest in Maybeth. In an attempt to escape, the children are helped by a traveling circus
who drive the children to Crisfield. She tells Dicey that the children cannot live there and that she can shelter
them for only one night. However, Dicey realizes that the farm would be good for her family, and that they
have nowhere else to go. She and her family try to win their grandmother over by doing work around the farm.
Dicey learns that her grandmother is frightened of becoming emotionally attached to the Tillerman children, in
case she were to lose them as she lost her own children. Tillerman confesses to Dicey that she bears the pain
of this, and fears repeating the same failures. Tillerman comes to the realization that besides caring deeply for
the four children, she can and will offer them a permanent home, despite the emotional and financial fears she
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has. The novel ends with Dicey feeling that she and her family have come home at last. Dicey is a
thirteen-year-old girl who is unconcerned with external appearances â€” her haircut and clothes makes many
people think she is a boy. Dicey has brown hair and hazel eyes. She displays a fierce determination to survive
and keep her family together. Dicey, as the oldest child of a mentally unwell single mother, is used to playing
the role of an adult in her family, but when their mother abandons them, Dicey steps into greater responsibility
than she ever had. Dicey is tough, pragmatic, and suspicious of anyone outside of the circle formed by her
immediate family, only taking help from others when she absolutely needs to do so. She is willing to do
everything within her power and take any risks necessary to protect her siblings and keep them together.
James Tillerman is the next eldest child. At ten, he is a thinker rather than a doer, and a natural loner. He loves
books and learning, and likes to think out the answers to difficult questions. James did well academically but
did not have any friends at school. He respects those whom he believes are intelligent, sometimes without
questioning their morals. When he falls and hurts his head during an overnight stay in a park, he pretends to be
more injured than he really is so that the family can stay a few more days in the company of teenage runaways
Louis and Edie, because he believes Louis is smart, even though Louis is a thief and a nihilist. When Sammy
starts to emulate Louis by stealing food for the family, James supports his act, quoting Louis by saying that
everyone must look out for himself and the only certainty in life is death. Later in the novel, James steals
money himself and only listens to the rational explanations of Stewart, the student from whom he stole.
Maybeth Tillerman is nine years old, and very pretty with blonde hair and a gentle, accommodating
personality. She is extremely quiet and shy, and is thought to have learning difficulties, although the novel
does not go into details about what these might be. We learn only that she has been kept behind a year at
school, that she worried her teachers who sent many notes home to her mother. In reality, although slow, she
is just far too shy at school. She is scared and distrustful of others, apart from her family. Maybeth
demonstrates mature, developed emotional perception and awareness, capable of seeing the real character of
people. She is a talented singer and looks like Momma physically. Samuel "Sammy" Tillerman is the youngest
Tillerman. He is a robust child, who had problems with discipline at school, often getting into fights when the
other children taunted him about his "crazy" mother, lack of a father, and his slow sister Maybeth. Sammy
prefers physical activity to thinking out ideas, is brave and very loyal to his family. Sammy is capable of being
recklessly happy, although the difficulties he has faced in his short life, and the trauma of losing his Momma,
has dampened this side of his character. During the long journey, he is sometimes stubborn and sullen.
Momma features in the story mainly via the reminiscences and thoughts of the four children and Gram â€” she
only appears in the novel once, briefly, at the very beginning, when she says goodbye to her children before
abandoning them in the car. According to Gram, Momma was a gentle and quiet young woman who decided
when she left home at the age of 21 never to marry, having learned from her parents that marriage leads to
bitterness and lies. There appears to have been an idealistic and almost reckless side to her character; she has
four children by her itinerant, gambling boyfriend â€” with whom Dicey remembers her having "real fights",
although the couple do not have the financial means or stability to bring them up. However, Momma truly
does love all her children and gave them everything she had. Momma struggles under the responsibility of
raising her four children on her own, but eventually buckles under the pressure. Immediately prior to the
events of the novel, Dicey recalls that Momma lost her job as a supermarket checker, and started to behave
more and more erratically, going missing for hours on end and not speaking to the children. The children hear
about her first through Cousin Eunice in Bridgeport, where they learn that Gram is considered extremely
eccentric, even crazy. When the children meet Gram for the first time, she is a widow, her husband John
having died only a couple of years previously. Gram is enjoying her solitude and voluntary isolation after
years of reining in her strong personality to accommodate her strict husband. Gram had always obeyed her
husband even when she knew he was wrong. Gram, like Dicey, is fiercely independent and at first is not ready
to accept responsibility for her four abandoned grandchildren because she fears the emotional attachments that
this will bring, and also that she will repeat the same mistakes she made with her own children. Eunice is
unmarried and a pious Catholic, whose life is governed by routine and what she sees as her duty. Her greatest
desire is to become a nun and enter a convent. Eunice is "silly", almost completely incapable of spontaneity
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and affection. And the two boys Tom and Jerry who help them with crossing the ocean. Sub-characters also
include two teenagers that they meet at the state park they stayed in for a few days, Edie and Louis. Major
themes[ edit ] Belonging: The theme of belonging runs throughout the whole book. The children search for a
home, a physical place where they can belong. They search Toesses, they belong together. The children also
struggle to see where they belong in the wider world, in society. The children have trouble belonging in
schools, they each are different on whether they can stand their grounds. This theme is strongly linked, and
often inseparable from, that of Belonging. Because the Tillermans come from a non-traditional family their
parents remained unmarried, and their father left before the youngest child was born , they are to some degree
on the margins of society. Dicey lies to the younger children, saying she remembers a wedding. At school, all
the children are bullied because of their parentage: James and Dicey do not have friends, Sammy and Dicey
get into fistfights. Cousin Eunice and her religious adviser similarly disapprove of their status and lack of
religion: Dicey is told that she "must have another name". Gram is a woman who has deliberately removed
herself from mainstream society, choosing to live alone and adopt "eccentric" behaviour, such as bare feet, and
odd dress. Both Gram and to a lesser extent Dicey grow to realise that it is not possible to live in isolation.
Gram accepts first her grandchildren and then the Welfare money necessary to help feed and clothe them.
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Chapter 2 : Homecoming Book Review
Homecoming (The Tillerman Series #1) by Voigt, Cynthia and a great selection of similar Used, New and Collectible
Books available now at theinnatdunvilla.com

Synopsis[ edit ] In Homecoming, the four Tillerman children search for a new home after they are abandoned
by their emotionally ill mother. Dicey and her younger brothers and sister eventually settle in with their
grandmother on a stark homestead by the Chesapeake Bay. In her spare time, Dicey works at restoring a
derelict sailboat, meticulously sanding down layers of old paint. Main characters[ edit ] Dicey Tillerman:
Eldest of the four Tillerman children, Dicey is the central character of three of the novels: As her mother was
mentally unstable for most of their childhood, Dicey acted in a parenting role from a very young age. Dicey is
fiercely independent and a problem-solver. She is very realistic and driven. Because she grew up quickly to
take care of her siblings, she struggles to fit in with her peers. She loves boats and hopes to build them
professionally. James Tillerman is the next eldest child, a thinker rather than a doer, and a natural loner. He
loves books and learning, and did well academically but did not have any friends at school. James is known
for having ideas and plans. He works from an early point towards getting a scholarship to college, James
struggles with his self-image and fears being seen as a "dork. He proves to be good with negotiations early on
in life which leads him to think he should pursue law school but reconsiders after taking a position as an office
clerk in Dr. Maybeth is a gifted singer and begins piano lessons. She also becomes less bashful at school and
makes friends, but struggles to keep up in the classroom. She is an excellent cook and enjoys growing her own
herbs and vegetables. She sells bundles of herbs to supplement the family income. Sammy was named after
his uncle, who was killed in Vietnam. Sammy shares not only his name with his deceased uncle but also, it
seems, his good looks and talent for sports. He prefers physical labor to schoolwork. Kids at school respect
him because he does things on his own terms and the opinion of others rarely changes his course. Sammy is a
hard working person, loves tennis and has a talent for working on cars. As a boy, he, James and Jeff have a
crabbing business and when he gets older, he works part-time at the filling station. She is the fifth of six
children, all named after kings and queens from European history. She is black, extremely intelligent and
perceptive, as well as being a talented dancer and singer. She is regarded by her townspeople as strange and a
loner, but when her grandchildren appear on her doorstep she takes them on as their legal guardian, later
adopting them. She is a strong, proud woman like Dicey. Gram is an involved parent who understands and
advises the children according to each personality. She allows them to make their own choices even when it
goes against her better judgment so that they can learn from their own mistakes. Jeff is the only child of the
"Professor" and his mother left them when Jeff was 7. Jeff enjoys poetry and playing the guitar. Jeff falls in
love with Dicey and they date throughout the cycle and he adopts the Tillermans as his surrogate family. He
makes his own place in the family easily by connecting with each of the Tillermans in a special way. He has a
talent for giving gifts in a way that even the proud Tillermans can accept. Although a deeply spiritual and
religious man, he does not push religion on his children. He becomes like an extra member of the Tillerman
family. As a consequence, the Professor becomes very closed off, even to Jeff. They meet at the college in
Baltimore where they both work.

Chapter 3 : Amazon's Homecoming Season 1 Premiere Sneak Peek: Inside Julia Roberts' Tense New Thri
Homecoming, first of all, is a novel about 13 year-old Dicey Tillerman and her younger siblings (James, Maybeth, and
Sammy) are abandoned by their mother in a car in a parking lot. Their only hope for safety and happiness is in a
relative's home.

Chapter 4 : Homecoming | Book by Cynthia Voigt | Official Publisher Page | Simon & Schuster
BookMovement's reading guide includes discussion questions, plot summary, reviews and ratings and suggested
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discussion questions from our book clubs, editorial reviews, excerpts and more.

Chapter 5 : Homecoming (Tillerman Cycle, #1) by Cynthia Voigt
I am a fan of the Tillerman series. In this first book of the series, Voigt introduces us to Dicey, a strong-willed young lady
who has to bring her siblings from Peewauket to Connecticut to search for their mother- via leg mobile.

Chapter 6 : Homecoming by Gimlet Media on Apple Podcasts
Find great deals on eBay for tillerman series. Shop with confidence.

Chapter 7 : SparkNotes: Homecoming: Context
The iconic start to the timeless, Newbery-winning series from Cynthia Voigt is repackaged with a fresh new look. "It's still
true." That's the first thing James Tillerman says to his older sister, Dicey, every morning.

Chapter 8 : Gimlet | Homecoming: The podcast that inspired the Amazon Original
Homecoming by Cynthia Voigt is a book about four children (Dicey, Sammy, Maybeth, and James) looking for the right
home after their mother abandons them in a parking lot. For me this was an ok book, it isn't one of my favorites but I did
like some parts of it.

Chapter 9 : - Homecoming (The Tillerman Series #1) by Cynthia Voigt
It's more psychological and it shows by the end of the series. However, if you're not satisfied with this show I
recommend listening to the Podcast first and watch this as a illustrated guide. 12 of 22 people found this review helpful.
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