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The following ideas about ancient history might more properly be called "urban legends" to signify that they are mostly
modern ideas about ancient history. In addition to the following list, there are plenty of myths the ancients wove into their
history.

Americans have scarcely improved since a frightening poll that prompted a congressional resolution to
overhaul higher education history requirements. WikiMedia Commons Puritan reformers in England. The
grade-school textbook version of early New Englanders nearly always mentions religious freedom as their
impetus to seek new lands. But while indictments like taxation without representation were unequivocally
justified, the American colonies in were by no means weak. Britain had administered America loosely â€” and
with poor Parliamentary oversight â€”and such self-sufficiency had created both a strong colonial economy
and a predilection for independence long before the war. Just like us, the drafters of the Constitution feared
special interest groups and factions. Responding to this fear, Article Three of the Constitution reserved the
power to elect Senators the higher house of Congress for state legislators, taking it out of the hands of the
general public. WikiMedia Commons Grover Cleveland, president from and We all remember jokes from
high school history or is it just me? The problem with this caricature is that it makes the entire period seem
like a fuzzy, comical dead zone in which nothing much piled up besides economic inequality. It is a gross
oversimplification to say the Civil War was the result of a moral imperative to end slavery. What else was
going on? You do the math. WikiMedia Commons Estey, founded in the late 19th century, became the largest
manufacturer of organs in the United States. But the creation of a middle class had begun three generations
prior, in the late 19th century, as post-bellum industry carried the U. During the Second Industrial Revolution
loosely, the price of consumer goods fell, overall wealth increased and access to education skyrocketed.
Recognizable middle class social indicators â€” an organ in the parlor, for example â€” became chic and
expected for families that had escaped poverty. Nicaragua , from ; Dominican Republic from ; Haiti , from
And the runner-up goes to questionable involvement in the Mexican Revolution. Furthermore â€” and eerily
â€” the flower power Earth Day participants 20 million-large across the country themselves were inheritors of
the Earth-conscious existential panic that followed the atomic bomb in The Mattachine Society formed in ,
advocating early on for equal rights, and in the movement gained national traction â€” and would never fade
â€” after the bloody Stonewall Riots in New York City. But between , the term exceptional was used fewer
than times in national publications. By it had spiked to over 4,, a spike largely pushed by the advent of Tea
Partiers to the scene.
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Myths & Legends A myth is a traditional, typically ancient story dealing with supernatural beings, ancestors, or heroes
that serves as a fundamental type in the worldview of a people. The purpose of myths is to account for the origins of
something, explain aspects of the natural world, or delineate the psychology, customs, or ideals of society.

The following myths originated from poems, stories that changed over time or historical events that were
embellished for patriotic reasons. How many did you think were true? Test your knowledge of these
commonly believed early American history myths. America became independent July 4, when the Declaration
of Independence was signed. The Second Continental Congress proclaimed sovereignty with the Declaration
of Independence on that date, but America was not free from Great Britain until the American Revolution was
over and the Treaty of Paris was signed September 3, Until then the United States was not formally
recognized as an independent nation. Another common misconception is that the Declaration of Independence
was signed on July 4th. Thomas Jefferson drafted the document between June 11th and June 28th, and
Congress approved the final version on July 4th, but the signing ceremony did not occur until August 2, There
was apparently little pomp and circumstance at the ceremony. Each signer simply came forward and added
their signature. There were 13 original colonies. Delaware was never its own colony, but rather a part of the
Pennsylvania colony until declaring itself an independent state on June 15th, Then known as the lower
counties, Delaware did have a separate Assembly, but was under Pennsylvania governorship. However it is
very true that Delaware was the first state to ratify the Constitution, doing so on December 7, and earning
bragging rights. Betsy Ross designed and sewed the first American flag. Getty Images Americans commonly
believe that seamstress Betsy Ross was asked by George Washington to help design and sew the first
American flag. But in actuality, flag historians do not believe this tale to be true. The story of Betsy Ross and
the flag did not appear until 94 years after the supposed event when her grandson William J. Canby presented
the tale in a paper written for the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in However, there is no historical
evidence or documentation to support this account. The story became popular after it was widely published
following the Civil War, and the healing nation embraced the patriotic tale. George Washington had wooden
teeth. He lost his first tooth at age 22, and by the time he was inaugurated in he had only one natural tooth
remaining. He eventually lost all of his teeth and owned many pairs of dentures in his lifetime. However,
contrary to the popular legend, none of his dentures were made of wood. They also fit poorly, distorting his
mouth and speech and causing him a lot of pain. It is uncertain where the wooden teeth myth originated. One
story told is that due to poor hygiene his teeth had an unsavory brown tone, and to try to cover up the truth
people said that his dentures were made of wood. Others say he had a fondness for red wine, which stained
them, or speculate that the discolored condition of his surviving dentures led people to think they were
wooden. Young George Washington chopped down a cherry tree and could not tell a lie. According to the
fable, young Washington was very fond of his hatchet and one day chopped down a cherry tree in the garden. I
did cut it with my hatchet. A fake story about telling the truth! The Constitution was written on hemp paper.
This claim is often made by people in favor of legalizing marijuana, as hemp is fiber made from the marijuana
plant. However, all three documents are written on parchment, which is treated animal skin. Although it is true
that paper at the time was commonly made from hemp, so it is possible that some drafts were written on hemp
paper. This story is often credited to writer George Lippard from his book Legends of the American
Revolution written in It is more likely the Liberty Bell was rung four days later on July 8th when the
Declaration of Independence was read to the public for the first time, but this is unconfirmed as well. Also, the
bell was not called the Liberty Bell until the s, when Abolitionists adopted it as a symbol of the anti-slavery
movement. Charli James is a something writer, reporter and editor. Follow her at twitter.
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The historical figure behind the legend of Robin Hood remains a mystery, but scholars have several theories: Robert
Hod was an outlaw who failed to appear in court in the summer of Royal judges in York failed to pay the ordered penalty
and his name appeared as "Robbehod" in the following year's ledger.

Both the Kojiki and the Nihongi contain elements of Taoism, a Chinese religious movement that was
introduced to Japan by the s. Major Deities and Characters In Japanese mythology, everything in nature has a
kamiâ€” a deity or spirit. As a result, the Japanese pantheon is enormous, with some sources claiming that
there are millions of different spirits and deities. Throughout Japan, local myths and legends tell about the
kamt of a particular place, such as a rock, a pair of trees, or a mountain. However, several major deities appear
in significant roles in a number of stories from different regions. The two most important creator deities are
Izanagi and his sister Izanami. According to the myths, they made the islands of Japan as well as many of the
gods and goddesses. Izanagi and Izanami also appear in a story about a descent to Yomi-tsu Kuni, a land of
darkness and death associated with the underworld. Perhaps the best-known Japanese deity is the sun goddess
Amaterasu. Said to be the ancestor of the imperial family, she brings light into the world and is responsible for
fertility. Her shrine at Ise is the most important shrine in Japan. One of the most popular deities of Japanese
mythology is Hachiman, a patron of warriors. In the s, Hachiman became part of the Shinto pantheon. The god
Inari appears in few myths, but he is important because of his association with the growing of rice, the major
food crop in Japan. Thought to bring prosperity, Inari is the patron of merchants and sword makers. Among
the many spirits and creatures in Japanese mythology are the tengu, minor deities that are part human and part
bird. According to tradition, they live in trees in mountainous areas. The tengu enjoy playing tricks on humans
but resent being tricked themselves. They are more mischievous than wicked. The Oni, a more threatening
group of spirits, may have originated in China and traveled to Japan with Buddhism. These horned demons,
often of enormous size, can take human or animal shape. Sometimes invisible, the Oni have the ability to steal
the souls of humans. They can be very cruel and are associated with various evil forces such as famine and
disease. Japanese mythology also includes other Buddhist deities. In addition to stories about the life of
Buddha, many tales concern Amida, the ruler of a paradise called the Pure Land. Major Myths and Themes
The most important stories in Japanese mythology deal with creation and the goddess Amaterasu. Deeply
rooted in nature, they vividly describe the formation of the landscape and the origin of forces such as fire,
wind, and light. According to the Kojiki, in the beginning there was only a primeval ooze, out of which
heaven and earth were formed. Life emerged from this mud. In heaven three deitiesâ€”followed by two
othersâ€”appeared. These five became the Separate Heavenly Deities. They were followed by the Seven
Generations of the Age of the Gods, two single deities and five male and female couples. The two single
deities came out of a reedlike substance floating in the ooze. Magical Creatures A group of monkeylike
creatures called kappa displays both good and evil qualities in Japanese myth. Associated with water, they live
in rivers, ponds, and lakes and carry water in a hollow space on top of their heads. If the water spills, the
kappa lose their magical powers. Kappa drink the blood of humans, horses, and cattle. When they meet
someone, they bow, often spilling the water in their heads. They also always keep their promises. In many
tales, humans outwit the kappa by forcing them to make promises. Standing on the floating bridge of heaven,
Izanagi and Izanami stirred the primeval ocean with a One story from Japanese mythology features a young
hero named Yoshitsune and the king of the tengu, a group of half-human and half-bird deities. When they
pulled up the spear to see if any material had gathered on it, drops of salty water dripped down into the sea and
formed an island called Onogoro. Izanagi and Izanami left heaven and went to live on the island. They married
and produced eight children, who became the islands of Japan. Izanagi and Izanami then created gods and
goddesses of the trees, mountains, valleys, streams, winds, and other natural features of Japan. While giving
birth to the fire god Kagutsuchi, Izanami was badly burned. As she lay dying, she produced more gods and
goddesses. Other deities emerged from the tears of her grief-stricken husband. When Izanami died, she went to
Yomi-tsu Kuni, the land of darkness and death. Izanagi followed her there and tried to bring her back. Izanagi
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could not resist looking at his beloved wife one last time. When he lit a torch and saw her rotting corpse, he
fled in terror. Angry that Izanagi had seen her, Izanami sent hideous spirits to chase him. Izanagi managed to
escape, and he sealed off the passage to Yomi-tsu Kuni with a huge boulder. Izanami remained there and ruled
over the dead. Feeling unclean from his contact with the dead, Izanagi decided to bathe in a stream to purify
himself. As he undressed, gods and goddesses emerged from his discarded clothing. Others came forth while
he washed. Izanagi divided the world among these three gods. Banished to Yomi-tsu Kuni, he asked to go to
heaven to see his sister the sun goddess one last time. The two agreed to a contest to prove their power. When
Amaterasu spit out the pieces, they turned into three goddesses. He put the beads in his mouth, chewed them,
and spat out five gods. However, Amaterasu pointed out that he had created these gods from her possessions,
which proved that her power was actually greater than his. He destroyed rice fields, made loud noises, and
dirtied the floors of her palace. This so angered Amaterasu that she hid in a cave and refused to come out.
When the sun goddess concealed herself, the world was plunged into darkness, plants stopped growing, and all
activities came to a halt. A wise god named Omori-kane proposed a solution. The gods hung a mirror on the
branches of a tree outside the cave. Then they had a young goddess named Ama-no-uzume dance to music
while they laughed loudly. Amaterasu heard the noise and wondered what was happening. Opening the door to
the cave a little, she asked why the gods were so happy. They told her that they were celebrating because they
had found a goddess superior to her. Curious at who this goddess might be, Amaterasu opened the door wider
to look and saw her own image in the mirror. When she paused to gaze at her reflection, a god hiding nearby
pulled her completely out of the cave. Another god then blocked the entrance with a magic rope. After
Amaterasu emerged from the cave, her light shone once again, and life returned to normal. On a journey to see
the princess, the brothers came upon a rabbit with no fur in great pain at the side of the road. They told the
animal that it could get its fur back by bathing in saltwater, but this only made the pain worse. When he asked
what had happened, the rabbit told him how it had lost its fur. She began by sending her grandson, Ninigi no
Mikoto, to live on earth. When Ninigi arrived on earth, he was accepted as the ruler of Japan, and the gifts he
brought from Amaterasu became treasures of the imperial family. Ninigi married the goddess of Mount Fuji,
who bore him three sons. One of the sons was the father of Jimmu Tenno, the first historical emperor of Japan.
By tradition, the Japanese imperial family traces its ancestry to Jimmu Tenno. In return the rabbit promised to
count the crocodiles to see whether they were more numerous than the creatures of the sea. As the rabbit
neared the far shore, the crocodiles realized that the promise was only a trick to get the rabbit across the water.
Furious, the last crocodile seized the rabbit and tore off its skin. The rabbit followed this plan, and new white
fur soon grew on its body. Legacy of Japanese Mythology Mythology plays an important role in the lives of
the Japanese people today. Myths and legends are the basis of much Japanese art, drama, and literature, and
people still learn and tell stories about the gods and goddesses. Traditional kagura dances are performed to
honor the deities at Shinto shrines. Legend traces the origin of this ancient art form to the dance that drew the
goddess Amaterasu from her cave. Asagi Dec 5, Feb 27, 5: I know "The Seven Samurai" has no historical fact
but what about the Eight? Is it a Japanese legend, History or just a movie? Comment about this article, ask
questions, or add new information about this topic:
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Yet nowhere in the biblical story of Adam and Eve is an apple mentioned. Newton was hit by an apple Apples
continued to get bad press with the famous story that scientist Sir Isaac Newton was under a tree, minding his
own business, when an apple fell on his head. Just as well it provided him the inspiration for the laws of
gravity, or the poor apple would never be forgiven! But while the falling apple is a good story, it probably
never happened. It was almost certainly an invention. Disney, never a great artist, would always have trouble
drawing the character who made him famous. Fortunately for him, Iwerks was known as the fastest animator
in the business. When Rousseau wrote of this, Marie Antoinette was an year-old child in Austria. The French
Revolution would not begin for another 23 years. The myth that she spoke these infamous words was probably
spread by revolutionary propagandists, to illustrate her cold indifference to the plight of the French people. In
the next chapter of this list, we uncover a tall tale about Napoleon, and find out how witches did NOT die,
whatever you might have heardâ€¦ But the first feature film? It was only ten minutes long! Even most short
films are longer than that. Van Gogh sliced off his ear Van Gogh is known as the archetypal starving artist,
only selling one painting in his lifetime, and â€” in a quarrel with Gauguin â€” slicing off his ear, not long
before committing suicide. Though he did face a tragic end, and his own paintings sold poorly, it is worth
noting that he spent most of his life teaching and dealing art. Painful, but not nearly as bad as you might have
thought. Witches were burned at stake in Salem The Salem Massachusetts witch trials of led to the arrests of
people, of whom 31 were tried and 20 were executed. But just as these trials were based on ignorance, there
are many misconceptions about them. Six of them were men. Also, they were not burned at stake. As any
witch-hunter would know, a true witch could never be killed by this method. Hanging was the usual method
â€” though one was crushed to death under heavy stones. So why the nickname? Early in his military career,
soldiers used it to mock his relatively low rank. The name stuck, even as he became ruler of France. Fair
enough, except for one thing. As well as being a rogue, John was probably illiterate. As anyone could see from
looking at one of the four original Magna Cartas in existence, he simply provided the royal seal. Walter
Raleigh introduced potatoes and tobacco to England Sir Walter Raleigh â€” explorer, courtier, privateer â€” Is
one of greatest myth figures ever to come from England. Virtually every reason for his fame is untrue. Did he
lay his cloak across a puddle so that the Queen could step on it? No, that was pure fiction. Though Raleigh is
said to have introduced potatoes in , they were first grown in Italy in , and quickly spread throughout Europe
even across the English Channel. Also, though people all over Europe blame Sir Walter for their cigarette
addictions, Jean Nicot for whom nicotine is named introduced tobacco to France in Tobacco spread to
England from France, not the New World. Magellan circumnavigated the world Everyone knows two things
about Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan. One, he was the first man to circumnavigate the world; and
two, during this historic trip, he was killed by natives in the Philippines. Of course, those two things tend to
contradict each other. Magellan only made it half-way around the world, leaving it to his second-in-command,
Juan Sebastian Elcano, to complete the circumnavigation. However, this would have been impossible. OK,
some versions of the story suggest that he played a lute or a lyre â€” but then, scholars place the emperor in his
villa at Antium, 30 miles away, when the fire began. Though he was innocent of this disaster, however, there
is much evidence to show that he was ruthless and depraved. Of course, it had been previously been
discovered some 50, years earlier by the indigenous Australians. Shakespeare wrote the story of Hamlet
William Shakespeare is generally known as the greatest playwright who ever lived, even though most of his
plays were not original, but adaptations of earlier stories. But while it might not have been the original version
of the story, we can safely assume it was the best. America became independent on July 4, Hold the fireworks!
However, the war raged for another seven years before independence from England was finally granted on
September 3, His record output â€” 1, patents â€” still amazes us, over a century later. Astonishing, except for
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one thing: Four decades before Edison was born, English scientist Sir Humphry Davy invented arc lighting
using a carbon filament. A major achievement, but not the first. Columbus proved that the Earth was round It
was American author Washington Irving, some years after Columbus sailed to America, who first portrayed
the Italian explorer as launching on his voyage to prove that the Earth was round, defying the common,
flat-earther belief of the time. Since the fourth century BC, almost nobody has believed that the Earth is flat.
Columbus thought that the Earth was pear-shaped. He set sail to prove something else: Even in this, he was
wrong. To further besmirch his memory, it should also be noted that he never set foot on mainland America.
The closest he came was the Bahamas. He deserves credit for promoting the ancient ideals of ahimsa
non-violence. However, most historians agree that Indian independence was inevitable. Gandhi was just one of
several independence leaders. The Indian National Congress was founded as early as , when he was only
Jesus was born on December 25 Christmas is meant to celebrate the birth of Jesus, but there is no evidence
whatsoever, biblical or otherwise, that He was actually born on that day. Nor is there anything to suggest that
He was born in a manger, or that there were three wise men although, as any nativity play will remind you,
three gifts were mentioned. There are differing views as to why December 25 was chosen as Christmas day,
but one of the most interesting is that the day was already celebrated by followers of Mithras, the central god
of a Hellenistic cult that developed in the Eastern Mediterranean around BC. The followers of this faith
believed that Mithras was born of a virgin on 25 December, and that his birth was attended by shepherdsâ€¦
Which brings us to the number one historical myth â€” something that is drilled into the heads of nearly all
American schoolchildrenâ€¦ 1. Under Randolph, one of their first moves was to create the Continental Army
in defence against Britain , appointing General Washington as its commander. Randolph was succeeded in by
John Hancock, who presided over independence from Great Britain see myth 6. After Washington defeated the
British at the Battle of Yorktown, Hancock sent him a note of congratulations. Noivedya is a writer and
journalist based in Australia. A member of the Sri Chinmoy Centre.
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He covers pseudoscience, psychology, urban legends and the science behind "unexplained" or mysterious
phenomenon. Ben has a master's degree in education and a bachelor's degree in psychology.

Share Shares Africa is the second-largest continent in the world. Among its one billion inhabitants, more than
1, languages are spoken, and there is a massive variety of ethnic religions. In most African cultures, history
and beliefs have been explained and passed on through oral traditions and storytelling. Many narratives deal
with common concepts such as life after death or the birth of the universe, but they also include belief in
magic, ancestor spirits, celestial beings, and an assortment of unusual legends that pertain to its animals. After
the creation of the earth and the heavens, Huveane wanted to enjoy some peace and quiet while proudly
admiring his handiwork. Unfortunately, that was about the same time that humans taught themselves about the
birds and the bees. This was great for them, but all the noise was too loud for Huveane. In an unusual fashion,
Huveane ascended into the heavens by driving pegs into it and climbing to the top. As he climbed he removed
each peg so that no human would ever follow him. In the last few decades, many have become farmers due to
the dangers that our modern life poses to their traditional hunter-gatherer lifestyle, but their territory once
stretched from the Cape to Kenya. The Bushmen are experts at finding water, and their advice is often sought
out due to their precognitive dreams and divining capabilities. According to their beliefs, the supreme god
Kaang created the world but sent death and destruction after experiencing too much disobedience and
antagonism. Even though he lives in the sky, his invisible spirit still resides in all living things. The god
nurtured the calf but it was mistakenly killed by his two sons. The subsequent fatty residue was scattered
across the landscape, in turn becoming other antelope and animals. In this manner, Kaang provided the meat
that his people hunt, kill, and eat to this day. One day, seven men, five women, a leopard, and a dog crawled
out of a hole made by a massive worm. Looking around them, the astonished people became terrified, but Adu
Ogyinaeâ€”the first man on the surfaceâ€”seemed to understand the world and its wonders. He calmed them
and gave them strength by laying his hands on them. Adu Ogyinae also took charge and grouped the people
into work teams. He coordinated the building of their first shelters until a tree he was chopping down fell on
and killed him. According to the legends, these beings are restless ancestor spirits who still harbor resentment
toward the living. They zealously guard the forest and its living creatures from the hollow trees in which they
hide. Women lose consciousness at the sight of them and only the most daring hunters enter these forests and
survive. Apart from their hideous appearanceâ€”no hair, long sharp claws, and sharp-toothed mouths that can
open wide enough to swallow a human being wholeâ€”they also have a tendency to bewitch and eat all those
who come under their spell. According to one fable, the Kariba Dam project started in shattered the peaceful
existence of the Batonga people who had lived in the Zambezi Valley for hundreds of years. Barely a year
after the project began, a severe flood struck, killing several workers and destroying the partially built dam.
For three days, relatives waited in vain for human remains to be recovered. At this, a calf was slaughtered and
placed in the water. The next day, the bodies of the workers were found in its place. The dam was finished in
Worshiped in ancient Egypt as Tawaret , the goddess of fertility and childbirth, she was essentially regarded as
a protective and caring deity. Every night, Mother Hippo would emerge with the child so that it could suckle
from its mother. On the other hand, male hippopotami are usually seen as shape-shifting beasts. According to
the legend of the hero Fara Maka , one such beast ate all the crops in the fields. The headmen of the tribe
asked a medicine man to fetch the queen from Kalunga the world of the dead. The medicine man ordered all
the people of the village to wash themselves with infused herbs and shortly afterwards, descended into the
land of the dead with his son. Following a road, the man soon encountered the queen. She showed him
Kalunga-ngombe, the lord of the underworld, and explained that he devours everyone in the end. She also
pointed to a shadowy figure in chainsâ€”the spirit of Chief Kitamba, who was destined to die soon. Otherwise,
he and his son would both be forced to stay in the underworld. When he returned, he presented the chief with
the bracelet, and the chief confirmed that it was indeed that of Muhungu. Usually in the form of a spider, his
stories mainly deal with his attempts at fooling humans into stealing or doing something immoral that would
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benefit him in some way. These attempts normally fail miserably, teaching the listeners various life lessons.
When he succeeded, he attempted to hide the pot at the top of a tree where nobody could find it. He tied the
pot in front of him and tried to climb the tree, but progress was slow as he kept sliding and losing his grip. The
wisdom fell out and a sudden rainstorm washed it into the river and from there to the waters of the ocean, so
that everyone in the world now owns a little bit of it. Called Mudjadji, the queen is said to be a living
incarnation of the rain goddess. As she is the embodiment of rain, even her state of mind is said to influence
the weather. The queens are all expected to commit suicide by poison at the age of Whether she was a queen
regent or a queen consort, we do not know. The royal family of Ethiopia claims to be direct descendants of the
child born to the queen and King Solomon. In their legends, the queen is named Makeda. According to the
Kebra Negast , the story goes that the king invited Makeda to a ceremonial feast where spicy food was
deliberately served. Unfortunately, she got thirsty during the night, woke up, and reached for some water that
was placed close to her bed. The king appeared, reminding her of her promise, as water was the most esteemed
of all earthly possessions. The queen took the water and drank it, so setting the king free of his promise.
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As a result of this, many myths regarding notable figures from the past are still prevalent today. 10 JFK Said He Was A
Doughnut "Ich bin ein Berliner" is the crowning line of one of the most famous speeches of all time, delivered by
President John F. Kennedy in in Berlin as a show of America's support for West Germany.

Share2 Shares When you are famous, people expect a little extravagance and peculiarity from you. The weird,
outrageous, or simply unusual stories about famous people usually prove to be the most enduring. As a result
of this, many myths regarding notable figures from the past are still prevalent today. But the truth is that it
never confused the people of Germany. For starters, people in Berlin do not call that particular doughnut a
Berlinerâ€”the term is only used in other regions. Unfortunately, there is no evidence to support the story
whatsoever. In fact, it was not until years later that the story even surfaced, thanks to a grandson of Ross called
William Canby, who claimed that Betsy had told him the story before she died, when he was just six years old.
His only evidence was affidavits from family members claiming they had also heard Betsy tell the story.
According to Canby, Washington originally preferred a six-pointed star, but Ross convinced everyone to go
with the alternative by showing them how easy a five-pointed star would be to make. Other family members
later expanded the story to give Betsy credit for the full design. We may never know exactly who invented the
American flag as we know it today. It is likely that many people contributed to the final design. As far as
Betsy Ross goes, all we can say for sure is that she was a seamstress who lived on Arch Street and that she
did, at one point, sew a naval ensign for Pennsylvania ships. We know this because of government records ,
but everything else is uncertain. He was responsible for mapping areas of the world that were previously
unknown or little-known to Europe. It is true that Cook landed in Australia in , when he performed the most
detailed exploration of the region up until that time, particularly the east coast. However, before him there
were dozens of other ships that either landed on the continent, or at the very least saw it. In other words,
Europe was well aware that Australia existed before Captain Cook. A better candidate for discovering
Australia is a Dutch navigator by the name of Willem Janszoon. There is a good chance that there were others
before him, but his is the first recorded European landing in Australia. He is also frequently wrongly credited
with bringing tobacco to England. He is also sometimes hailed as the person who brought potatoes to England.
This is not as widespread, although it is just as wrong. Both of these supposedly happened after he traveled to
America in the 16th century in an attempt to settle a colony the famous Roanoke colony in what is now North
Carolina. Raleigh brought a lot of tobacco back with him and his high standing within the court of Elizabeth I
ensured that his new habit quickly became fashionable. So there is some truth to the storyâ€”Sir Walter
Raleigh did make tobacco a lot more common and popular with the English. However, people were already
quite aware of tobacco as well as potatoes thanks to the Spanish, who brought them to Europe first. However,
when you are involved in entertainment and politics, two of the most public professions in the world, there are
bound to be some myths about you floating around. One of those would be that Reagan was actually supposed
to play the lead role in Casablanca. Of course, the role of Rick Blaine eventually went to Humphrey Bogart
and Casablanca went on to become one of the most famous movies of all time. However, an early publicity
release from Warner Brothers listed Reagan and Ann Sheridan in the leading roles. As it turned out, this was
nothing more than a ploy for more publicity. Casablanca was already looking like a huge hit and Wallis had
the power to cast anyone he wanted in his movieâ€”and he was determined to get Bogart. The handsome,
genial Reagan was all wrong for the role of the cynical, world-weary Rick, and the studio never seriously
considered him. Although she was eventually defeated, she still managed to raise some serious hell and
completely destroy several Roman settlements. Part of the reason for her success was that her chariots
supposedly had a secret innovationâ€”long, sharp spikes fitted on each wheel in order to cut down those who
stood in the way. Boudica died in A. However, the first mention of a scythed chariot comes from the Greek
general Xenophon, who credits its invention to Cyrus the Great of Persia. Xenophon relates how Cyrus used
the chariots in the Battle of Pteria in B. Although this claim is somewhat disputed, many more descriptions of
scythed chariots were given during the Greco-Persian Wars years laterâ€”so they definitely existed before
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Boudica. Disney was a technological innovator in his own field, so he might have seemed like an appropriate
candidate. There are actually two versions of the myth going aroundâ€”one says that Disney froze his entire
body while the other says that only his head was put into cryogenic stasis. This is backed up by a wealth of
evidence that Disney was cremated, including his death certificate. According to her, this allowed the family
to dispel many of the myths surrounding Walt Disneyâ€”and the cryogenic freezing was among them. Thus,
the procedure became known as a caesarian section or in some versions Caesar was named after the caesarian
section procedure itself. A 10th-century Byzantine document called The Suda made exactly this claim: For
starters, the procedure had been documented by earlier civilizations, so it was not a Roman invention. The law
stated that the child must be cut out of the womb of any deceased pregnant woman. Back in Roman times, this
would have been impossible after a caesarian section, which was only performed on a dead or dying woman.
There are stories about how Victorian brides knew nothing about sex until their wedding night or how
Victorians often covered up table and piano legs because they thought they were too suggestive all nonsense,
by the way. The reality at least regarding Victoria was quite different. For starters, she had nine children, so
whatever hang-ups about sex she supposedly had were definitely not present in her own marriage to Prince
Albert. But more than that, it would appear that Albert was in fact much more prudish than his wife. She had
numerous paintings that proudly displayed both naked men and women and even tried to get Albert to loosen
up as well. On at least three separate occasions , she gave him nude paintings for his birthday. In fact, those
enemies were probably the ones responsible for spreading this rumor about Catherine the Great after her death.
It is even possible that her own son, Prince Paul, heir to the throne of Russia, started the rumor the two had a
strained relationship. She most likely died of a stroke. On November 16, , she was found unconscious on the
bathroom floor. She slipped into a coma and survived for one more night before dying in her bed the next day.
Radu hopes that one day he can also take credit for something he never did. See what else he writes on
Twitter.
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A 12th-century text, it forms a collection of pseudo-historical texts by various authors of different periods, thematically
consolidating myths, legends, and genealogies from early Ireland within a framework of biblical exegesis.

Mythology is the study of myth. The term myth has come to refer to a certain genre or category of stories that
share characteristics that make this genre distinctly different from other genres of oral narratives , such as
legends and folktales. Many definitions of myth repeat similar general aspects of the genre and may be
summarized thus: Myths are symbolic tales of the distant past often primordial times that concern cosmogony
and cosmology the origin and nature of the universe , may be connected to belief systems or rituals, and may
serve to direct social action and values. For many people, myths remain value-laden discourse that explain
much about human nature. There are a number of general conceptual frameworks involved in definitions of
myth, including these: Myths are Cosmogonic Narratives, connected with the Foundation or Origin of the
Universe and key beings within that universe , though often specifically in terms of a particular culture or
region. Given the connection to origins, the setting is typically primordial the beginning of time and characters
are proto-human or deific. Myths also often have cosmogonic overtones even when not fully cosmogonic, for
instance dealing with origins of important elements of the culture food, medicine, ceremonies, etc. Myths are
Narratives of a Sacred Nature, often connected with some Ritual. Myths are often foundational or key
narratives associated with religions. These narratives are believed to be true from within the associated faith
system though sometimes that truth is understood to be metaphorical rather than literal. Within any given
culture there may be sacred and secular myths coexisting. For example, structuralism recognizes paired
bundles of opposites or dualities -- like light and dark as central to myths. Mythic Narratives often Involve
Heroic Characters possibly proto-humans, super humans, or gods who mediate inherent, troubling dualities,
reconcile us to our realities, or establish the patterns for life as we know it. Myths are Narratives that are
"Counter-Factual in featuring actors and actions that confound the conventions of routine experience"
McDowell, They are often highly valued or disputed stories that still intrigue us even though many of us do
not recognize them as a living genre in our culture. Myths also seem in opposition to science because they are
not testable, which is the case at least for origin myths because of their primordial setting -- if events described
are from a different, earlier world, then of course they would not be repeatable or logical in our world. Both
myths and science offer explanations of the cosmos. A key difference is that information about the universe
presented in myths is not testable, whereas science is designed to be tested repeatedly. Science also depends
on cumulative, frequently updated knowledge, whereas myth is based on passed down stories and beliefs.
Myths may change over time, particularly after contact with other cultures, but they do not change and adapt
to new periods and technological developments in the same way science does. Myths may be enacted through
rituals and believed in absolutely, but they usually do not have physical effects in the real world, as in leading
to new technology for building cars or providing medical treatment. People may believe they are cured
through faith, and they may find important value-laden sentiments in myths, but these "real world results" are
neither empirical nor usually repeatable two standard criteria for science. Although science differs from myth
in offering actual, testable control over the environment and producing real, repeatable results in the world,
science is NOT completely divorced from myth. Many scientific theories are presented or understood in
narrative form, which often end up sounding remarkably mythic, as scholars like Stephen Jay Gould and
Gregory Schrempp have discussed see scholarship as myth section below. Myths were considered by
Victorian scholars as survivals of previous times perhaps decayed or reflective of "primitive" ancestors who
took them literally. Some saw them as evidence for social evolutionary theories of the 19th century. These
Victorians scholars like E. Tylor believed that humans in all cultures progress through stages of evolution
from "savagery" to "barbarism" and finally to "civilization. Such theories no longer seem reasonable. We have
not, for instance, progressed beyond brutality, murder, war, and grave injustices just because we have more
advanced technology in fact we use our technology partly to more efficiently kills other humans. We also
recognize the complexity, thoughtfulness, and beauty of many other cultures we may once have considered
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inferior to our own. Based on over a century of ethnology anthropological fieldwork and research in
psychology, genetics, and other disciplines, scholars now accept that humans from all eras and parts of the
world have equal intellectual capacity and potential. We understand as well today that our own theories may
seem as foolish to our descendants as their conceptions of the universe sometimes seem to us see scholarship
as myth section below. Our ancestors understood metaphor as well as we. This does not mean our ancestors
lived exactly as we do, or that we conceive of the world in identical ways. But myths serve us better as means
of understanding our ancestors if we accept their capacity for complex intellectual and artistic expression.
Theories allow us to do our work as scholars, though our best efforts come with self-awareness of the theories
and methods we employ as scholars. We now understand and discuss traditional myths and other such texts as
emergent and intricately connected to performance situations or context. The more we can understand of the
context of a myth, the culture it came from, the individual who told it, when and for what purpose, the
audience who received it, etc. Of course, the further back in time one goes, the harder it becomes to study
context. Myths, as explanations of the cosmos and how to live, are parallel to science in many ways. Yet
because of their differences from science, they often appear insignificant, whimsical, useless, or primitive to
contemporary people. Many people lament the decline of myths, because they promise moral guidance and
comfort that helps enrich life. For these reasons, many people remain interested in myths and seek to revive or
revere them. Some people believe classical music, movies, and even novels have filled the places myths used
to occupy culturally. In our post-modern world many people believe myths exist in new, combined, or revived
forms. One of the functions of all art is to reconcile us to paradox. Another is to suggest fundamental patterns
of life and the universe. Even if they are no longer associated with religious rituals, belief systems, or
primordial moments of creation, "myths" of heroic characters who mediate the troubling paradoxes of life will
always compel us and can, I believe, still be found in our culture. Characteristics of Myths Given the cautions
above about how much the definition of myth has been debated and written about, take the following
characteristics of myth in the spirit in which they are intended: Remember these characteristics are neither
absolute nor all-encompasing. A story that is or was considered a true explanation of the natural world and
how it came to be. Characters are often non-human â€” e. Setting is a previous proto-world somewhat like this
one but also different. Plot may involve interplay between worlds this world and previous or original world.
Depicts events that bend or break natural laws reflective of connection to previous world. Reflective and
formative of basic structures dualities: Dualities often mediated by characters in myths. Myths are
distinguished from other commonly collected narratives such as folktales and legends. Myths were defined as
stories of ancient times believed to be true. Malinowski added that they must be sacred, and discussed how
they serve society as a charter for action. Many great social theorists from the 19th and early 20th centuries
Freud, Frazer, Muller, Jung, etc. More recent scholars, like William Hansen, argue that the sacred element of
myths is a recent attachment to definitions perhaps beginning with the Grimms and then solidified by
Malinowski. They were not necessarily connected to religious beliefs, but were often secular stories. While
myths do not have to have a sacred element, they DO appear to share a world-forming, or worldview-forming
function. Generic Fluidity The fact that scholars discuss various possible definitions of myth demonstrates the
vitality and importance of this genre. Genres are categorizations imposed by scholars seeking ways of
classifying and analyzing material they study. As folklorist Richard Bauman explains of all genres of stories,
they share certain characteristics of: Genres are extremely useful, but all good scholars realize that they are
fluid and often messy guides, rather than absolute, neat, and fixed realities. Realizing the fluidity of narrative
forms stretches throughout the history of folklore scholarship and into the present day. Contemporary
performance theorist Richard Bauman writes: From the perspective of performance theory, distinctions
between generic forms and their meaning and function should remain fluid, dynamic, to be discovered. In a
sense, they create their own myths, even while they think they are rising above it. Myths seem to offer us
symbolic resources we need to communicate. Although the prevalence of mythological details in our discourse
keys us to its importance, we typically insist upon distinguishing ways of thinking about the world, and today
we think of myth as lesser than science. Yet the persistence of myths throughout our culture reveals their
worth. Early scholars in myth theory created myths to paint pictures of early human life and conceptions of the
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universe. Discussions of myth became mythsâ€”origin stories that influence how we understand people and
the world, i. Functionalism Branislaw Malinowski is considered a functionalist because he insisted that myths
serve as charters for social action. Many other myth scholars also discuss this aspect of myths. Anthropologist
and folklorist Paul Radin considers myth distinctive because of its function and implications as determined by
certain individual society members. The myth-makers then explain symbolically how to live, as Radin notes:
The explanatory theme often is so completely dominant that everything else becomes subordinated to it.
Myths serve to explain and encourage worldview and good action within society. Many other theorists of
myth concur that it has a functional dimension. Antinomy or contradiction is often evident in the form of
dualities such as good and bad, night and day, etc. Looked at as whole structures, myths reveal a typical
pattern: The symbolic mediation in myths offers inspiration for culture and culture members to heal, flourish,
or accept their reality. He also draws upon sewing imagery in discussing the function and method of the
bricoleur: More rapid cross-references, together with an increase in the number of points of view and angles of
approach have made it possible to consolidate into a whole what might at first have seemed to be a loose and
precarious assemblage of odds and ends, all dissimilar in form, texture and color. Careful stitching and
darning, systematically applied to reinforce weak spots, has finally produced a homogeneous fabric, clear in
outline and harmonious in its blend of shades; fragments which at first seemed disparate, once they found their
appropriate place and the correct relationship to their neighbors, come together to form a coherent picture. In
this picture, the tiniest details, however gratuitous, bizarre, and even absurd they may have seemed at the
beginning, acquire both meaning and function. Twin myths are very common and popular throughout the
American Indian world. You can find traditional twin myths in virtually any collection of Native American
myths. Her contemporary myth offers symbolism direction for contemporary Native Americans whose culture
is currently experiencing a re-birth or renewal of culture. Erdrich highlights this twin myth theme in her
opening image of primordial female twins sewing the pattern of the world in beads. Like bricoleurs, spinners,
and spiders, they affirm that mixing cultures, like mixing patterns in other creative endeavors, need not be a
source of concern, but is instead is the source of life itself.
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10 Huveane. In many African stories, Huveane is the first man, while in others he is portrayed as a conniving deity. For
the Basotho and Bavenda peoples of Lesotho, South Africa, he is their creator.

Frogs of Windham Lawyer Elderkin stood on the porch looking up at the night sky. Clouds were rolling in,
obscuring the stars, but for a few moments the moon still shone on the sleepy town of Windham. Elderkin
fervently hoped that the clouds meant rain. Fur-Bearing Trout Now it happened that there was a mining camp
in Colorado where more than an average number of the miners were bald. An enterprising hair tonic salesman
from Kentucky decided to take advantage of this golden opportunity, so he made the trip north. It was a rainy
summer evening. The salesman was headed towards the mining camp with four bottles of hair tonic under his
arm. As he was crossing one of the trout streams which lead to the Arkansas River, the salesman slipped and
dropped two bottles of hair tonic into the water. The bottles broke, and the hair tonic spilled into the stream
Superstitions, Folklore and Fact According to Pliny, garlic and onions were invoked as deities by the
Egyptians at the taking of oaths. The inhabitants of Pelusium in lower Egypt, who worshipped the onion, are
said to have held both it and garlic in aversion as food. It was a beautiful night with a full moon. We were
laughing and discussing the party when the engine started to cough and the emergency light went on. We had
just reached the railroad crossing where Villamain Road becomes Shane Road He loved the city and was
beginning to feel at home on its streets. World War II was raging in Europe, and like all other good citizens,
he followed the headlines daily and did his part for the boys overseas But among his crew there were many
sailors who did not wish to share the new-found wealth with the monarchs of Spain I was young then, and my
pretty little bride was just setting up housekeeping in the little cottage that was all we could afford. Life was
good, and I thought everything would continue rolling along that way Ghost in the Stacks saw her out of the
corner of my eye while I was studying in a remote corner of the second-level stacks in the library. She was
pretty, with reddish hair and pensive, wide eyes in an intelligent face. I straightened up, patted my hair to
make sure it was smooth, and took another look. It had once housed the actresses working for a big silent film
studio across the street, but the film studio was long gone, and the boarding house was unused. My
grandparents converted it into a 3-family home Ghosts of Ringwood Manor Ringwood Manor you say? A
lovely old house. But no place, my child, to go on a dark night with no moon. The current Manor House was
built by Martin Ryerson in Girl in White He was sulking a little, standing at the sidelines while all the other
men danced with their pretty partners. His girl had not come to the dance that night. Her mother was ill, and so
his girl had remained at her side. A fine pious act, he thought sourly, but it left him at loose ends. That Yankee
Peddler was a scoundrel if ever I saw one. Green Lantern There once was a lighthouse keeper who had lived
on St. They were all alone there, for the mother had died long before. Wanting the best for his daughter and
son, the keeper had insisted that they continue their education, and for this purpose had purchased a small dory
for them, which they rowed across to the mainland each day to attend school. Guardian of Yosemite For many
nights and many days, the guardian spirit of Tisayac watched over the beautiful valley of Yosemite. Often, the
gentle spirit would drift invisibly among the good folk of the valley, and it was during one of these visits that
she noticed a tall, proud man named Tutokanula. He was a strong leader who greatly enhanced the lot of his
people, and Tisayac came more often to the valley so that she could watch him. The explorer and his crew
journeyed north for several days, trading with the native residents and searching for the fabled northwest
passage to the Orient. By the time he reached the area that would become present-day Albany, Hudson knew
that he had not found the passage for which he sought. Reluctantly, he turned the Half Moon and sailed back
down the river Heron and the Hummingbird Heron and Hummingbird were very good friends, even though
one was tall and gangly and awkward and one was small and sleek and fast. They both loved to eat fish. The
Hummingbird preferred small fish like minnows and Heron liked the large ones. Hoop Snakes Now the
Pennsylvania hoop snake is something to be reckoned with. But everyone agrees that you can tell a hoop
snake from a regular snake by the way it moves. When a hoop snake travels around, it grabs its tail with the
poison stinger at the end in its mouth and rolls along until it sees something it wants to sting. Then it whips the
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stinger out of its mouth quick enough and lashes out with its tail
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The 20 Greatest Historical Myths. If more people knew the facts, a few of the great history-makers would be recognised
(anyone heard of Ub Iwerks?), some famous people would stop taking so much credit, and we would st.

Symbols and Myths in Northern Ireland Stamp: It is that inexorably calls on the vividly symbolic and highly
mythic culture found across the whole of the island. The purpose of this research guide is to largely a basic
starting-off point for a larger study of the history and role symbols and myths so often found in Irish culture,
specifically that of Northern Ireland. The emphasis on symbols and myths of the North comes largely from my
own personal interest in the region, but also from what is variously perceived as a Northern conflict taken
visual form through the use of fairly ancient images. The symbols and myths utilized in Northern Ireland
largely mirror those understood throughout the entire island, across geographical, political, and social
boundary. The common set of symbols and shared mythological ancestry of people across the island, and
specifically in the North, creates a particularly interesting array of historical and national identities. In an
attempt to provide a source for those interested in studying such a topic, I have gathered some of the beginning
sources from which to pursue the origins of and cultural manifestations of key symbols and myths in Northern
Ireland. The guide below falls into three main sections. In each I have attempted to supply resources which
complement each other in providing additional or, where necessary, opposing points of view. The first section
provides some beginning points of historical reference, from general historical overviews of Ireland to
histories of interested paramilitary groups, whose rhetoric and displays involve many symbols and myths. The
second section goes on to outline the basic Irish mythological canon and its many characters. There is
difficulty here in presenting such a topic, due to the largely unconsolidated nature of the mythical stories.
Original manuscripts containing the legends remain largely unpublished in an accessible, singular work. Thus
it is necessary to often handle literary renderings and pieces written through second hand sources. The third
section handles the topic of symbols, a subject equally difficult to explore due to its own complications. Irish
symbolism is a topic heavily discussed, though often in the context of larger issues and themes. Specific
references are buried in larger essays and works on various subjects. However, the symbolically-rich mural
culture of Northern Ireland provides a fantastically visual and accessible lens into the field. The time frame of
such a study can be infinite or limited, depending on the depth of the study undertaken. The pursuit of Irish
mythology naturally draws on the ancient, early peoples of the island. In the same way, symbolism has had a
tumultuous role in Irish history, and one which remains highly prevalent to the present day. These texts
provide comprehensive new synthesis of modern scholarship on all aspects of Irish history, from the earliest
geological data to modern day. The narratives in these texts provide good general frameworks within which to
form more specific thematic trends. The volumes cover the following periods: A New History of Ireland.
Oxford University Press, Early Medieval Ireland, constitutes a comprehensive survey of early Irish society
from the sending of Palladius by Celestine as the first bishop to Ireland in to the deposing of Cathal Crobderg
Ua Conchobair, King of Connaught, in Early Medieval Ireland explores the spiritual and secular roles of the
Church, the foundations and workings of Irish kingdoms and politics, the development of kingdoms and
provinces, the workings of early society, and the invasions and influences of outside powers. Early Medieval
Ireland avoids a strictly chronological approach, favouring instead of picture of what society was like. Early
Medieval Ireland contains a thorough glossary of Irish terms, several maps and genealogical tables, a guide to
further reading on various topics, and a chronological framework of events. Early Medieval Ireland, Edited by
Steven G. The central theme that emerges concerns the differing interpretations of particular policy by
unionists and nationalists according to disparate world views. Hennessey applies this theme to the economic,
social, cultural, and political policies and decisions examined throughout the text. Methodologically, A
History of Northern Ireland illustrates various events through the opposition of different interpretations by the
concern parties. A History of Northern Ireland, A highly detailed study, The IRA attempts to explore the
many connections and wide-spread reach of the various Republican organisations throughout Ireland, Europe,
and the United States. Protestant Paramilitaries in Northern Ireland by Steven Bruce The Red Hand holds its
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place as one of the first comprehensive histories on the Protestant Loyalist paramilitaries and the phenomenon
of prostate terrorism in Northern Ireland. The Red Hand is notable for its consciously maintained academic
nature and its avoidance of moral judgement. Equally, the accounts published in local and Dublin papers
provides a key narrative. Specifically, Bruce derives much framework from the Irish Times, the Independent,
and the Hibernia newspapers. The main body of the text creates a record and explanation of the details of the
history of Loyalist paramilitarism. Bruce also includes a statistical appendix detailing data relating to his
study. The Red Hand is somewhat hampered by its date of publication, Written immediately before the
ceasefire and the Good Friday Accord, The Red Hand remains an unedited historical account of paramilitary
groups pre Protestant Paramilitaries in Northern Ireland. The questions dealt with in the work are large and
carry heavy baggage: The book is designed to examine the aftermath of the Troubles, rather than the Troubles
itself, and to provide an analytic counterweight to the more recent journalistic accounts of Loyalism. Cornell
University Press, Myths The Irish mythological canon appears in two forms. The first branch deals with a
genre of the cultural medieval epic, the folklore and mythology of the ancient Celts and Gaels. These
narratives largely call on the traditional, culturally preserved memories of Ireland, that is, the heroic past of the
indigenous, Gaelic-speaking clans. The second branch of the Irish mythological canon pertains to the portrayal
of historical persons as striking images of mythological heritage. These two genres, though distinctly different
in their origins, often appear side-by-side in texts, with cross-referencing between both the mythology of the
ancient legends and the mythology of heroic persons. In order to proceed in the exploration of both these
mythological tracks, it is important to mind the relatively recent recording of these myths. The oral tradition
that characterizes early Irish myth provides for few primary source texts. The records available, on both the
legendary and heroic sources, are largely produced in their original Irish. The key English translations of these
sources were in many cases products of the Gaelic Revival of the nineteenth-century, a relatively recent
movement. The nature of the Gaelic Revival, the resurgence of interest in Irish language and literature inspired
by increased Irish nationalism, should dictate the careful consideration of these legends in the light of their
emotionally-persuaded editors. It is, too, helpful to remain aware of the great variety of ways in which an Irish
name can be spelled. When referring to specific mythological figures, I have tried to use the name which
corresponds to particular name-spelling used in each specific texts. The Irish mythological canon comprises of
four tracks: These four tracks are explored further below. Many of the key texts of the Irish Cycle do not exist
in full, translated reproduction. In such cases, a catalogue of manuscripts available in the Library of Trinity
College, Dublin is accessible here. Mythological Cycle The Mythological Cycle deals with the origins of the
world and the most ancient history of the gods and of men. It is a large body of semi-historical narrative and
verse revolving on the imagined successive invasions of early Ireland. The Mythological Cycle was so termed
to deal explicitly with the origins of and the conspicuous remnants of pre-Christian religion in Irish society.
The Cycle is marked by themes of magic and wizardry, unlike the succeeding cycles. Key figures of the
Mythological Cycle: These Ulster stories develop a world older than those narrated by other European
traditions, thus the Cycle often receives the greatest prestige of the four Irish cycles. Key figures of the Ulster
Cycle: It forms a large body of verse and prose romances, as well as one of the most popular and extensive of
the four Cycles. Key figures of the Fenian Cycle: Cycle of the Kings The Cycle of the Kings, or the Historical
Cycles, contain a certain number of pieces which form a semi-chronological order of events regarding the real
and imaginary poetic annals of Ireland from the third to the seventh centuries, CE. The Cycle is distinguished
by the other three by its solid focus on provincial and lesser kings, whether legendary or historical. Key
figures of the Cycle of the Kings: The manuscript is currently housed at Trinity College, Dublin. A catalog of
this manuscript and slides of its pages are located here. The text of the manuscript is available online in Irish,
see Internet Archive. It contains the Dindschenchas, the collection of Old Irish lore and history of places
names and associations. The Book of Fermoy also contains the Book of Invasions. The manuscript is housed
in the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. It documents a number of battles fought in the invasions of Ireland.
Dublin University Press Ltd. Rolleston Forming an extensive survey of legendary Celtic literature, T. The text
itself does not attempt to compile the total canon of Celtic lore, but rather study the key concepts and problems
which quickly surface when undertaking the subject. This text is available online, see Internet Archive.
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Lemma Publishing Corporation, First is the notable difference in analysis deriving from the French influence,
but equally notable is the driving theme of comparison to Greek Mythology. This text is available online, see
Hathi Trust Digital Library. Translated by Richard Irvine Best. He concisely summarises the concepts and
themes pivotal to an understanding of the Cycle and presents the complicated problems associated with Irish
manuscripts. Methodologically, Dillon aims chiefly to present the individual stories as well as the space
allows, tending to stick to strict translation. The Cycle of the Kings proves most helpful as a starting point
from which to study a preliminary collection of tales relating to the Cycle. The Cycles of the Kings. The work
first outlines the conventions according to which the romances were composed and handed down. Secondly, it
gives an account of the development of individual stories, specifically of the Ulster, Fenian, and Dalcassian
Cycle. Lastly, the work contains some conclusions as to the ways in which long periods of oral transmission,
and the memories of non-elite story-tellers, shape the style, form, and content of the tales.
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