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The Birds , Daphne Du Maurier Dame Daphne Du Maurier is well known for having taken inspiration for
some of her most celebrated works from her adopted home county of Cornwall in the far southwest of
England. Jamaica Inn was inspired by an overnight stay at the real-life Jamaica Inn, an isolated 18th century
pub on Bodmin Moor, in And the imposing Manderley estate in Rebecca was at least partly based on
Menabilly, a grand country house that Du Maurier herself moved into in It was while at Menabilly that she
saw a flock of seagulls following a plow at a nearby farm and was struck by a simple yet unnerving thought -what would happen if the birds attacked? His military service affected him greatly -- he became an
angst-ridden chronic nail-biter, with a habit for screaming in his sleep -- and it took him another eight years to
begin dealing with his experiences in writing. The first time he saw the chaplain, Someone [he had yet to
name Captain Yossarian] fell madly in love with him. While in prison, Lacenaire had written essays and
poems, met with journalists and researchers, given interviews, speeches and press conferences, volunteered for
psychological studies, and even offered to have a life mask made of his face, all on an apparent quest to
become an icon of social injustice and guarantee his notoriety endured long after his death. After initial
reservations, year-old Mary more than rose to the challenge by penning what is now considered masterpiece of
gothic horror, inspired by a single terrifying image that popped into her mind as she lay in bed. The pair
quickly became friends and the following year Doyle agreed to visit Robinson at his home in Devon,
southwest England, with an eye to collaborating on a new novel. Robinson took Doyle up onto Dartmoor, a
vast ancient moorland and now a National Park , and regaled him with an old folktale about a notorious local
squire named Richard Cabell who had apparently sold his soul to the Devil -- when he died in , local legend
claims a monstrous pack of jet black hounds descended from the moors to escort his soul into Hell. Born in ,
Moule earned a place at Oxford University in , but failed to receive his degree. Moving to Cambridge
University three years later, it took him another 14 years to finally complete his studies, during which time he
battled alcoholism and severe depression until finally, in September , he committed suicide by cutting his own
throat as he lay in bed. He was just 41 years old. Louisa herself was the strong-willed protagonist Jo; her elder
sister Anna was Meg; her youngest sister May was Amy; and her middle sister Elizabeth, who died at the age
of 23, was Beth. The setting and the sisters may have been the alike, but the events and circumstances around
them were not: Middlemarch , George Eliot In January , George Eliot wrote a list of tasks in her journal that
she wanted to complete in the coming year, one of which was "a novel called Middlemarch. By all accounts
Eliot did not recommence writing until more than a year later, when, in November , she began an entirely new
work entitled Miss Brooke. The Acushnet was far from his only inspiration, however, as Melville was
doubtless also influenced by the true story of a whaling ship named the Essex that was attacked and sunk by a
sperm whale in the central Pacific in The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde , Robert Louis Stevenson
Robert Louis Stevenson had already written a play about Deacon Brodie -- an 18th century Edinburgh city
councillor who led a double life as a burglar -- when in he had a dream about a mild-mannered man
transforming into a monster. His wife Fanny later recalled how, "In the small hours of one morning I was
awakened by cries of horror from Louis. Thinking he had had a nightmare, I awakened him. I was dreaming a
fine bogey-tale. The Thirty-Nine Steps , John Buchan John Buchan was recovering from a stomach ulcer at a
nursing home in Broadstairs on the far southeast coast of England he began work on what he referred to as his
first "shocker" in Buchan reportedly took the title of the novel from a wooden staircase that once ran from the
clifftops at Broadstairs down to the beach, although there are several conflicting accounts: Jerome In the mid
s, Jerome K Jerome came up with the idea of writing a straightforward travel guide to the River Thames,
including descriptions of several historical sites along its course. To Kill A Mockingbird , Harper Lee Harper
Lee has long denied claims that To Kill A Mockingbird is an autobiographical work, but rather a reflection of
an author simply writing about what he or she knows and has experienced first hand. Moreover, Lee, like
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Scout, was a tomboy in her youth, and her eldest brother Edwin, like Jem, was four years her senior. She wrote
the book in the years following the death of her mother in , and in the story Scout too has lost her mother. And
even the character of Dill, who lives next door to the Finch family during the summer, is modelled on her
childhood friend Truman Capote, who would spend the summer with his aunt in Alabama while his mother
visited New York.
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Who knows, one of these books might become your new favorite. It included a few of the same books above,
plus two short stories by Stephen Crane. I have never started a novel It opens up the possibilities of a novel. It
makes it seem worth doing. Warlord of Mars series. Martin has said that J. Arabian Nights ," among others.
He also included B. After he fired a gun as a suicide threat, the inn insisted that he be supervised by a nurse.
Beckett wrote about many books in his correspondence: He described Around the World in 80 Days by Jules
Verne as "lively stuff," wrote that his fourth reading of Effi Briest by Theodor Fontane caused "the same old
tears in the same old places," and that he liked The Catcher in the Rye by J. Salinger "more than anything for a
long time. The unexpurgated edition is instructional. Rowling she wrote the latter under a pseudonym went
with a classic: Oswald is such a very real narrator, at a time when most people were writing morality plays for
children. I felt like I was almost there with them in their living room and their kitchen. She had already read it
enough times to almost memorize it in its entirety. Explaining in Wild the choice to bring along the extra
weight in her pack, she writes: California was now my bible, but The Dream of a Common Language was my
religion. When asked for her all-time favorite book, she said: I think young people today might not realize
how readable that novel is. On the favorites list for the author of bestsellers like Tenth of December and
Lincoln in the Bardo? I thought it was the only copy in the world. To this day I feel guilty. This article first ran
in
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A closer investigation of the greatest love stories in history reveals that many of the most famous lovers met a
tragic end. They did, however, show us that true love is stronger than anything else in the world. And it is the
love that they had we are all hopping to find someday. Of course, with a happier ending. The story begins with
the Trojan prince Paris being chosen to decide which of three goddesses â€” Hera, Athena and Aphrodite â€”
is the fairest. He chose Aphrodite because in return she promised him the most beautiful woman in the world.
And the most beautiful woman was Helen of Sparta who, however, was married to King Menelaus. Paris was
mortally wounded during the fall of Troy, while Helen returned to her husband in Sparta. Orpheus and
Eurydice The ancient Greek mythological hero Orpheus is best known for his beautiful music which charmed
everyone, even the stones and wild beasts. But he is also known for his deep love for his wife Eurydice. When
she died from a snake bite, Orpheus decided to go to the Underworld and bring her back. With his music, he
charmed the gods of the Hades and they allowed him to take Eurydice back with him. But he was told he must
not look back until they escape the Underworld. When they reached the portals of Hades, Orpheus turned back
to see if Eurydice is following him and she immediately disappeared back in the world of the dead. Both
committed suicide after they were defeated by the Romans under Octavian the later Augustus although
Cleopatra hesitated. Cleopatra and Mark Antony are said to be buried together but the location of their tomb
remains a mystery. It is thought to be inspired by an older Celtic legend. There are several versions of the
story about the adulterous lovers but they all more or less follow the same outline. Iseult marries King Mark
but the love potion makes the lovers unable to resist each other. They manage to escape death but Iseult is
forced to return to Mark. Tristan leaves Cornwall and marries another woman named Iseult. But when he is
mortally wounded by a poison lance, he calls for his only true love. The story ends with Tristan dying of
despair, convinced that Iseult does not want to come to him, while Iseult dies of grief after finding her lover
dead. It is thought to have been inspired or influenced by that of Tristan and Iseult. Just like the latter,
Lancelot and Guinevere are adulterous lovers. Guinevere is married to King Arthur who, just like King Mark
does not suspect anything at first. He eventually finds out about his wife being unfaithful to him with one of
his most loyal knights. After several fierce battles between the two men, Guinevere returns to King Arthur but
the destruction of the Round Table enables Mordred to challenge Arthur. The legendary king kills his rival but
he is mortally wounded. Lancelot enters a hermitage and eventually becomes a priest. Both spend the rest of
their lives in repentance. Romeo and Juliet Probably the most famous love story of all was written by the
celebrated English poet and playwright William Shakespeare sometime in the s. The latter is believed to be an
English translation of a novella of Italian writer Matteo Bandello. But even his Romeo and Juliet are not
original. The story reveals a major influence of ancient tragic love stories, most notably of the Roman story of
Pyramus and Thisbe whose families despise each other and prevent the lovers to be together. Just like
Pyramus kills himself, falsely believing that Thisbe is dead, Romeo also commits suicide for mistakenly
believing that Juliet is dead. Thisbe follows her lover in death upon discovering his dead body which is
exactly what Juliet does when she finds Romeo dead. Both Thisbe and Juliet stab themselves but Romeo,
unlike Pyreus who stabs himself with his sword, drinks a poison. Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal Their names
may largely be unfamiliar to most people in the West but their love produced a monument that is famous all
over the world â€” Taj Mahal. Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal were Mughal Royal couple who shared a loving
marriage until Mumtaz died while giving birth to their 14th child. Shortly after completing Taj Mahal, Shah
got ill and was overthrown by his eldest son. He spent the rest of his life in house arrest and was buried next to
his wife. The legend has it that he planned to build an exact copy of Taj Mahal in black marble on the opposite
bank of the river Yamuna but the works never started. Napoleon and Josephine The relationship between
Napoleon and Josephine, a six years older widow with two children was turbulent from the very start. Only
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two days after their wedding day, Napoleon left on a military campaign in Italy. Josephine who stayed behind
in Paris soon started an affair with lieutenant Hippolyte Charles. And when it became clear that Josephine is
unable to have children, Napoleon decided to divorce her. He thereafter married Marie-Louise of Austria who
gave birth to the long-awaited heir. The relationship between the young King and 12 years older widow and
lady-in-waiting to his mother caused an outrage in the country. But nothing could stop Alexander from
marrying Draga and making her queen, not even his mother who was banished from the country for opposing
the marriage. Eventually, the opposition slightly subsided but the situation worsened rapidly for the royal
couple after the false pregnancy scandal. In , a group of military officers invaded the Royal Palace and
assassinated the couple. Bonnie and Clyde Bonnie and Clyde, lovers and criminals who traveled the Central
United States during the Great Depression were not considered as romantic back then as they are today. Their
gang was responsible for at least nine police officer and several civilian deaths. It is unsure how the couple
met but it is thought that it was love at a first sight. When Bonnie and Clyde met probably in , the latter
already had a criminal record but that obviously did not bother Bonnie. She decided to join him in his criminal
undertakings and stayed with him until the very end. They were ambushed by the police in Bienville Parish,
Louisiana in and killed.
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