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Forgiveness is a central theme of Jesus' principles of life. It is the pivotal point in what we call "The Lord's Prayer."
Actually, Jesus intended the prayer to be our prayer, not His, and it was given by Jesus himself as a model of how direct
and simple our prayers should be.

As you might imagine, the place was packed with â€¦ Continued by J. As you might imagine, the place was
packed with shoppers frantic to buy things and exit as quickly as possible. And there in the midst of the hustle
and bustle; stood Liz, the ever present Rite Aid check out clerk. As each frustrated and impatient customer
came under her gaze, something quite extraordinary occurred. Liz lovingly told each of us quite personally
that she was so very sorry that we had to wait. Several simple words and yet they possessed a power that was
jarring. Remarkably, each customer visibly changed when their crankiness met with her quiet plea for
forgiveness. To experience the force of forgiveness and observe its effect is quite something. It is the exact
opposite of what we are schooled to do and be in lifeâ€¦ strong, seldom vulnerable, not admitting mistakes,
and fearful that others might detect our humanity and uncertainty. It requires vulnerability and interior self
assuredness to ask forgiveness. The object of your request for forgiveness just might say no. Forgive me
Nancy Reagan! Newton, as you will recall, was an 18th century slave trader and rebel who started his
rebellion at the ripe age of 10, running away from a military school. And I determined that I would sin without
restraint, the righteous lamp of my life had gone outâ€¦but my spirit would not break, and I became
increasingly a rebel and common criminalâ€¦I was the epitome of the degenerate man. The rest is history with
his tombstone reading: Born , died A clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slavesâ€¦restored and
pardonedâ€¦to the faith he once long labored to destroy. Was blind, but now I see. Forgiveness is
transformational when given or received. As I am writing this musing, my cell phone rang. It was a former
colleague from Goldman Sachs. A huge talent with a large personality. I was surprised by his random call but
more surprised by the message he delivered today. But imagine my shock. So rare that someone would
humble themselves and make such a call. Remember, I am writing about forgiveness and out of the blue
comes this call asking for forgiveness. At the conclusion of this rather remarkable call, he wanted assurance
from me. So is this man on a short list of people who actually apply their personal faith to real life? I was
stunned and so grateful. He has inspired me to look within and ponder who I need to reach out to in such
humility. And the crazy thing is this, we all fear that if we show weakness, and admit the obvious, others will
recoil and reject us. Yet quite the opposite is true. My admiration for this man soared. I am convinced that we
cannot ask for forgiveness or forgive unless we know that we ourselves are forgiven. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. America is a nation of second chances. In some measure this can be attributed to the important
role that faith has played in the shaping of this unique nation. They needed a new gig. When the Philadelphia
Eagles quarterback Michael Vick was released from prison, the overwhelming majority of Americans truly
wanted him to succeed after his release. Even the president called the Eagles owner thanking him for giving
Vick another act. Like many other countries, this nation was extremely punitive when it came to business
failures. To make his point that American law gave second chances, he placed a Hershey chocolate kiss on the
desk of each member of parliament prior to his remarks to them. When it was time for Judge Bostetter to
speak, he mentioned the chocolate kisses and pointed out that without the ability to declare bankruptcy and
start over after a failed business venture, Milton Hershey could never have built his chocolate empire. This
new start for Hershey enabled him to fund an orphanage and many other worthy causes that changed countless
lives for the better. We all need forgiveness, a fresh start, a second chance. As we are approaching year end,
perhaps it is time to reach out to someone who has disappointed or hurt you. Douglas Holladay, Founder,
PathNorth , serving as a resource for business leaders to bring meaning and fresh perspective to both work and
life.
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Forgiveness and Fresh Starts Posted by David Banach under David Banach, Philosophy Department Blog, Weekly
Word [5] Comments "Forgiveness is the triumph of future over past.".

These recurrences punctuate our lives, breaking them up into units that can appear separate and self-contained;
each a chance to start anew. But all of the things that matter in human life take time, extending over
boundaries, tying moments together into meaningful wholes: Our attention is focused on the melody of a piece
of music, carrying us over the interstices of moments and making a unit of them. A project or a relationship
gives unity to our days, giving each meaning by what it contributes to the next. A marriage or a career or a
family tie our years together, making them amount to something besides the passage of astronomical units that
come and pass like the leaves blowing across the forest floor. Which of these is forgiveness like? Is it a fresh
start that distances us from the past, leaving it behind, forgotten, or is it like learning to sing a new song, one
that weaves in the past, but in a new way. We like to think of wiping the slate clean, of making a fresh start for
the same reason that doing so is often so difficult. We long to be an isolated instant of time with a will
all-powerful to make ourselves anew at each moment. But the objects of our will, of our loves and cares, are
always outside of us, binding us to objects and their futures. The freedom we have within an instant is always
sterile and empty, perishing with the passing of that moment. The fact is, we are always in the middle of
things. We never really start over. We are always spinning through time on the momentum of our past loves
and hates, on the trajectories of triumphs and failures, careening into the future along the paths we have made
for ourselves and that define us. If we started from nothing, began from nowhere, there would be nothing to
get us started and nowhere to go. We are lucky that there are no fresh starts, no reset buttons for our lives.
Forgiveness is not forgetting. We sometimes hear that real forgiveness erases our sins, as if they had never
occurred, and we often find it difficult to bring ourselves to the purity of such a forgiveness, or to even
understand how we could make ourselves forget so completely. The love that makes us want to forgive and the
love that made us feel harm are one and the same. Can a mother forget the murder of a child without erasing
the child and erasing the very impulse to love that fuels forgiveness. Forgiveness is continuing to care about
those who have harmed the things we cared about. To forgive, one must keep before us the harm we wish to
overcome with love. When we ask for forgiveness, we do not wish amnesia on the person we have harmed.
We want them to see us, in all our faults, and still find a place for us not an edited version of us in their hearts.
The natural world has a lesson to teach us about forgiveness here. We do not want to erase the persistent
essences of things and start the world over anew. We want the sun to shine as it always has, the green of the
grass to glow in its light, and the evanescent clouds to shine in its constant light always and forever the same.
No matter how inexplicable it may be that the sun shines still for the likes of me, the world, at each instant,
welcomes me into its future just as it always has, for saint and sinner alike. In the same way, unconditional
love, does not ignore our faults and transgressions, but refuses to cut us off, dwelling forever in the past with
them. In its essence, love, too, exists in time, always seeing more in our futures than our pasts can contain.
Despite our transgressions, the infinite value of our individuality still functions independently, calling us to a
future that transcends our sins. To love someone even in their sins is not to love their sins, but to see that
person as not contained in the past, to see them always with a trajectory towards the future, living in hope that
the good in them will function always and everywhere the same and fulfill itself in their future. Forgiveness
sees clearly and feels clearly the harms of the past, but draws the transgressor back into our future in hopes
that they will be more than their past. It does not start over with a clean slate, but writes a new story and sings
a new song, in which our sins are not the end of the story. Forgiveness is the triumph of future over past.
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We all tend to use these 2 words concurrently but always fail to apply them correctly. Forgiveness is not an easy act. As
human beings we tend to say it more than we do it.

Do I have to make restitution or correct the wrong I did to be forgiven? Do I have to forgive someone who
does not repent and ask for forgiveness? How many times must I forgive someone? Will I go to hell if I
committed the unpardonable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit in a moment of weakness? Why do I
still feel guilty after asking for forgiveness? Is it apostasy if I stopped believing in God and Christ at one time,
and will God forgive me? Will God forgive me for backsliding, or is that apostasy? What is the unpardonable
or unforgivable sin? Do we have to confess our sins to other people? In the Bible, sin is a serious evil that
disrupts our relationship with God Matthew 5: Availability of Forgiveness The good news is that, no matter
how serious the sin, God is always seeking us out and is willing to forgive and forget our sins and give us a
fresh start. As long as we live, it is never too late to ask for forgiveness and make a new start! So Jesus used
this illustration: And then you would joyfully carry it home on your shoulders. When you arrived, you would
call together your friends and neighbors to rejoice with you because your lost sheep was found. Conditions of
Forgiveness Although God is always ready and willing to forgive us, He requires two things of us as
conditions of forgiveness: Depending on the circumstances, confession and restitution may also be needed.
Repentance Repentance means a sincere resolve to turn away from sin and toward God. From that time on
Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. We are all sinners in our own ways
Romans 3: God is always willing for us to start over and make another attempt. However, if we ask for
forgiveness with the intention of sinning again, we have not really repented. Forgiveness of Others Jesus said
we must be willing to forgive people who sin against us: If you forgive those who sin against you, your
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.
We are not able to completely forget what happened, but we must let go of the anger and resentment and seek
reconciliation with the other person. There should be no limit to our willingness to forgive others Matthew
We should have a forgiving spirit whenever someone has committed an offense against us Mark Some people
believe there is no obligation to forgive unless the offender repents, but that condition is mentioned in only
one of the many passages on this topic Luke Continued anger and holding a grudge are always wrong
Matthew 5: Holding a grudge turns a person bitter and blocks the love of God. Forgiving others does not mean
we are required to remain in an abusive or exploitive situation. Neither does it deny the right of governments
to punish offenders. Jesus and other New Testament leaders supported the authority of civil governments
Matthew There is an old saying that "confession is good for the soul," and humbling oneself with a public
confession or confession to another person can be an important step toward true repentance and healing a
relationship. However, some Christian counselors warn that we must use wisdom in deciding when and how to
confess secret sins. We must consider how the other person will react and whether good or evil will result. For
example, confessing a romantic infatuation to a jealous spouse could lead to the greater evils of divorce and
emotional damage to the children. Restitution The Old Testament had specific rules about restitution when one
person sinned against another Exodus The New Testament does not specifically state that making restitution,
making amends or otherwise correcting the wrong done are requirements for forgiveness. However, doing
what is possible to correct the wrong done could be an important part of sincere repentance Luke Excuses and
Rationalization It is tempting to try to explain away our sins or blame others or blame the devil. We may
rationalize that committing a sin is okay because some greater good or lesser evil will result. We may
rationalize our greed and lack of compassion for others. We may use our own weaknesses as an excuse for not
trying harder. We may convince ourselves that a sin does not matter as long as no one knows about it. We may
argue that revenge is justified to punish an offender. We may rationalize our sinful actions by inventing false
motives to justify them. We may rationalize that a half truth is not an actual lie. However, all excuses and
rationalizations are nothing more than self-deception. God knows our actions and our true motives, and He
will not be fooled. Even other people will usually see through our attempts at deception and perceive our true
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motives. We must take full responsibility for our motives and actions. True repentance is not possible when
we try to rationalize our sins or make excuses Genesis 3: The Unpardonable Sin Jesus said blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit is an unpardonable or unforgivable sin: I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men
will be forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of
an eternal sin. In context, Jesus was referring specifically to the sin of the scribes teachers of the law Mark 3:
The total spiritual blindness of those who mistook the work of Jesus for the work of Satan put them beyond
hope of repentance, faith and forgiveness. Some people worry about committing the unpardonable sin
accidentally or in a moment of weakness, but most Bible experts say there is no need for such worry. The sin
of the scribes was not forgiven because their own stubborn perversion of the truth and hardness of heart
prevented them from repenting. Those people who are concerned enough to worry about their sins are not in
danger of committing an unpardonable sin. Apostasy Apostasy is a deliberate abandonment of faith. Several
New Testament passages Hebrews 6: These passages have been interpreted many different ways, and it is fair
to say that no one is really sure of their original intent. In their original context, these were warnings, in the
strongest possible terms, to the first century Christians not to abandon their new faith because of persecution
or false teachings. Thus, the authors may have used some hyperbole exaggeration to emphasize the point.
These verses are probably not directed at people who have doubts or who lose their faith and come back later.
It is the person who deliberately, permanently and hard-heartedly rejects faith who will never repent, and thus
can never be forgiven. Process of Forgiveness Nearly all Christians agree that repentance and forgiveness of
others are key elements of forgiveness, and that forgiveness comes from God. However, there are some
doctrinal differences about the process of forgiveness. Catholic Doctrine Jesus had the power to forgive sins
Matthew 9: Jesus granted that authority also to His apostles Matthew In Catholic doctrine, that authority is
now vested in the Church through the bishops as successors of the apostles. The Church exercises that
authority to forgive sins, through its bishops and priests, in the sacrament of Reconciliation also known as
confession or the sacrament of Penance. A sinner confesses his or her sins to the priest who assigns a penance
often some prayers to recite and grants forgiveness and reconciliation with the Church "in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Protestant Doctrine Severe penances, such as fasts, pilgrimages and
floggings, were often imposed in early Church history. In the Middle Ages, the Roman Church fell into the
corrupt practice of selling "indulgences" to reduce the severity of such penances in exchange for monetary
contributions to the Church. This was a major factor leading to the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century.
Authority on doctrine was placed in "Scripture alone" rather than in the Church. For most Protestants, the
Church is instrumental in bringing people to repentance, but forgiveness of sins comes directly from God.
However, there is no need to feel that way; the Bible assures us that God does not hold our forgiven sins
against us Luke Of course, some sins against other people cannot be undone, and that is reason enough for
extra resolve not to repeat the sin. However, there is no need to keep hating oneself. Instead, we can view it as
a learning experience and an incentive to do good in the future instead of evil.
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Fresh Start Forgiveness - Got Yourself in Tax Debt? Free Consultation! [ Fresh Start Forgiveness ]!!!

Under the new Fresh Start provisions, part of a broader effort started at the IRS in , certain taxpayers who have
been unemployed for 30 days or longer will be able to avoid failure-to-pay penalties. In addition, the IRS is
doubling the dollar threshold for taxpayers eligible for Installment Agreements to help more people qualify for
the program. To assist those most in need, a six-month grace period on failure-to-pay penalties will be made
available to certain wage earners and self-employed individuals. The request for an extension of time to pay
will result in relief from the failure to pay penalty for tax year only if the tax, interest and any other penalties
are fully paid by Oct. The penalty relief will be available to two categories of taxpayers: Wage earners who
have been unemployed at least 30 consecutive days during or in up to the April 17 deadline for filing a federal
tax return this year. Self-employed individuals who experienced a 25 percent or greater reduction in business
income in due to the economy. This penalty relief is subject to income limits. Taxpayers meeting the
eligibility criteria will need to complete a new Form A to seek the penalty relief. The new form is available on
IRS. The failure-to-pay penalty is generally half of 1 percent per month with an upper limit of 25 percent.
Under this new relief, taxpayers can avoid that penalty until Oct. However, the IRS is still legally required to
charge interest on unpaid back taxes and does not have the authority to waive this charge, which is currently 3
percent on an annual basis. Even with the new penalty relief becoming available, the IRS strongly encourages
taxpayers to file their returns on time by April 17 or file for an extension. Failure-to-file penalties applied to
unpaid taxes remain in effect and are generally 5 percent per month, also with a 25 percent cap. Installment
Agreements The Fresh Start provisions also mean that more taxpayers will have the ability to use streamlined
installment agreements to catch up on back taxes. This is a significant reduction in taxpayer burden. The
maximum term for streamlined installment agreements has also been raised to 72 months from the current
month maximum. An installment agreement is an option for those who cannot pay their entire tax bills by the
due date. Penalties are reduced, although interest continues to accrue on the outstanding balance. In order to
qualify for the new expanded streamlined installment agreement, a taxpayer must agree to monthly direct debit
payments. The initiative includes a variety of changes to help individuals and businesses pay back taxes more
easily and with less burden, including the issuance of fewer tax liens. The IRS recognizes that many taxpayers
are still struggling to pay their bills so the agency has been working to put in place more common-sense
changes to the OIC program to more closely reflect real-world situations. For example, the IRS has more
flexibility with financial analysis for determining reasonable collection potential for distressed taxpayers.
Generally, an offer will not be accepted if the IRS believes that the liability can be paid in full as a lump sum
or through a payment agreement. The IRS website has a variety of other online resources available to help
taxpayers meet their payment obligations:
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We all need forgiveness, a fresh start, a second chance. As we are approaching year end, perhaps it is time to reach out
to someone who has disappointed or hurt you. a former friend, family member, a colleague, a child or spouse.

Do you want a clean slate? Making a fresh start often means practising forgiveness. You may also need to
forgive yourself for perceived or real short-comings. Forgiving Yourself Self forgiveness is the hardest part of
forgiveness. Most of us find it easier to forgive others than to forgive ones self. As I look back over I
remember when I have hurt others, made foolish comments or behaved badly. Sometimes my perfectionist self
set impossibly high standards and my real self fell short. Trying to let go of harsh self judgement is part of my
current life journey. I realize that I often cause my own misery, unhappiness and frustration with unrealistic
expectations. I often forget my accomplishment and the good things that I do for others. By practising
self-acceptance I am learning to be more compassionate and less judgemental with myself â€” and also with
others. Elders spoke of the apologies made by governments, child welfare authorities and churches. The elders
teach that there are many steps to forgiveness: To truly forgive, you have to remember and then be ready to
re-live the emotions of the situation. Healing takes time, empathy and understanding. Forgiveness offers a
fresh start â€” photo courtesy of Judy Jordan Scott Why does forgiveness offer a fresh start? Quite simply,
forgiveness helps everyone involved to move on. The cycle of suffering can stop with the gift of a sincere
apology. Forgiveness allows a new â€” but changed â€” relationship to form. It allows a fresh start. Setting
aside emotions of hurt, anger, disappointment and lost trust is difficult but acknowledging these painful
feelings allows forgiveness. Sometimes forgiveness means dealing with someone close to you who is no
longer a part of your life due separation or death. In such a situation experts suggest writing a forgiveness
letter as a way to forgive past wrongs. This is a technique that victims of abuse have used to deal with
perpetrators who have done horrible things to them. Rather than revenge, forgiveness allows a new start. It
clears the way for growth and for peace of mind. It heals relationships and enriches life. A Fresh Start for For
those who want a fresh start for a new year, beginning with forgiveness will make it easier to keep those
resolutions. Nelson Mandela offered his philosophy of forgiveness after 27 years in prison. His words hold
true for all: All readers can do the same to start the new year. I send best wishes to each of you.
Chapter 6 : Saint Anselm Philosophy Blog Â» Forgiveness and Fresh Starts
At the right time, the one-time-for-all-time Perfect Sacrifice made a fresh start possible for all by His death, burial, and
resurrection. In Christ, we have new life by His initial forgiveness and the fresh start of ongoing forgiveness as we
confess our sins to Him.

Chapter 7 : Forgiveness - Rob Carman
The fact is, the people who guide on the net tickets have suites at a great deal reduced premiums than the regular site
visitors!Dorm room value isn't a continuous any location.

Chapter 8 : Forgiveness Policy - Policies and Academic Standards
Fresh Start/Grade Forgiveness. (8) Students planning to transfer to another college or university are cautioned that the
receiving institution may use all grades earned to.

Chapter 9 : Back to the Bible
The IRS Fresh Start program makes it easier for taxpayers to pay back taxes and avoid tax liens. Even small business
taxpayers may benefit from Fresh Start. Here are three important features of the Fresh Start program: Tax Liens. The
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Fresh Start program increased the amount that taxpayers can owe.

Page 7

