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The deplorable, miserable conditions which I recently observed when visiting the parishes have constrained
and pressed me to put this catechism of Christian doctrine into this brief, plain, and simple form. How pitiable,
so help me God, were the things I saw: What these people have mastered, however, is the fine art of tearing all
Christian liberty to shreds. How will you ever answer to Christ for letting the people carry on so disgracefully
and not attending to the duties of your office even for a moment? One can only hope judgment does not strike
you! Woe, woe to you forever! If you cannot do more, at least take the tables and charts for catechism
instruction and drill the people in them word for word, in the following way: Let him adopt one version, stay
with it, and from one year to the next keep using it unchanged. Young and inexperienced persons must be
taught a single fixed form or they will easily become confused, and the result will be that all previous effort
and labor will be lost. There should be no change, even though one may wish to improve the text. We should
do as they did by teaching these materials to the young and the common man without altering a single syllable
and by never varying their wording when presenting or quoting them year after year. So adopt whatever form
you wish, and then stick with it at all times. If, however, you happen to be preaching to some sophisticated,
learned audience, then you certainly may demonstrate your skill with words by turning phrases as colorfully
and masterfully as you can. But those who refuse to learn are to be told that they are denying Christ and do not
belong to Him. They are not to be admitted to the Sacrament, accepted as sponsors at Baptism, or allowed to
exercise Christian liberty in any way. They should instead be simply directed back to the pope and his
functionaries, yes, even to Satan himself. Moreover, their parents and superiors should refuse them food and
drink, telling them that the prince is of a mind to expel such rude persons from his realm, and so on. Of course
we cannot, and we should not try to, force the Christian faith on anyone. Yet we should steadily keep on
urging people toward it and help them know what is considered right and wrong in the society in which they
want to live and earn their living. A person who wants to live in a certain city and enjoy its privileges should
know and observe its laws, no matter whether he believes in them or is at heart a rogue or scoundrel. Second,
after they have well memorized the text of the catechism , then explain the meaning so that they understand
what they are saying. Do so again with the help of these charts or some other brief uniform method of your
choosing; adhere to it and do not change a single syllable, as said above concerning the text, taking your time
with it. For it is not necessary to teach everything at once, but one thing after the other. After they understand
well the meaning of the First Commandment, proceed to the Second, and so on, otherwise they will be too
overwhelmed to the point of remembering nothing. Third, after you have so taught them this short catechism,
take up the Large Catechism and use it to give them a broader and richer understanding. Here enlarge on every
individual commandment, petition, segment, explaining in each case the various words, uses, benefits,
dangers, and hurts involved, as you will find them amply described in many a book dealing with these topics.
Stress especially that commandment or any other specific part of the catechism doctrine which your people
neglect most. For example, among craftsmen and merchants, farmers and employees, you must powerfully
stress the Seventh Commandment, which forbids stealing, because among such people many kinds of
dishonesty and thievery occur. Also, for young persons and the common man you must stress the Fourth
Commandment, urging them to be orderly, faithful, obedient, and peaceable, always bringing in many Bible
examples of how God punished or blessed such people. You should particularly urge those in authority and
parents to govern the young well and to send them to school. Show them why it is their duty to do this and
explain what a damnable sin it is if they fail to do so. For by such neglect they ruin and destroy both the
kingdom of God and that of this world and prove themselves to be the worst enemies of both God and man.
Thoroughly underscore what terrible harm they do by not helping train children to become pastors, preachers,
writers, and the like, and how God will punish them for it. There is a great need to preach about these things.
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For parents and those in authority are guilty beyond words in this regard, and the devil has horrible things in
mind. Here again urging is necessary, however, with the understanding that we are not to force anyone into the
faith or to the Sacrament, nor set any law, time, or place for it. Our preaching should instead be such that of
their own accord and without our command, people feel constrained themselves and press us pastors to serve
the Sacrament. For Christ did not say, "Omit this" or "despise this," but "This do, as often as you drink it," etc.
He most certainly wants it done and does not want it left undone and despised. For a person not to prize highly
the Sacrament is tantamount to saying that he has no sin, no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no danger, no
hell. On the other hand, he needs no grace, life, paradise, kingdom of heaven, Christ, God, or any good thing.
Surely, if he recognized how much evil is in him and how much he needs all the good things he lacks, he
would not neglect the Sacrament, which gives help against such evil and bestows so much goodness.
Therefore do not set up any law concerning it, as the pope does. Only emphasize clearly the benefit, need,
usefulness, and blessing connected with the Sacrament, and also the harm and danger of neglecting it. The
people will then come of themselves without your using compulsion. But if you fail to urge these things or if
you make it into law and bitterness, then the fault will be yours if they despise the Sacrament. Why should
they not be lazy if you are asleep and silent? So look to it, you pastors and preachers. Our ministry today is
something else than it was under the pope. It has become a serious and saving responsibility. But Christ
Himself will be our reward if we labor faithfully. The Father of all grace help us to do just that. To Him be
praise and thanks forever through Christ our Lord.
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If you consent, you are giving us permission to track your online behavior with technologies such as cookies,
beacons, tags and scripts used by CPH and our partners such as advertising, marketing and analytics ,
affiliates, or service providers. In the event that you have or in the future create an account with us, we will
collect personally identifiable information about you, such as your full name, address, phone number, email
address, or similar, for the purpose of providing our services to you. Please see the privacy policy in full
below. You can provide your consent by clicking I Consent; if you prefer to not continue to our website, click
Decline or leave this page. We will not use or share your information with anyone except as described in this
Privacy Policy. This Privacy Policy also applies to information we collect by other means including offline or
from other sources. The use of information collected through our Sites shall be limited to the purposes under
this Privacy Policy and our terms of service to customers. If you choose to purchase a product from us, we or
our third-party payment processors will collect your payment information. We also may collect data through
our partners on their websites or mobile applications. When you visit such websites or mobile applications, we
may receive certain information about you as described below. We do send promotional emails and we may
send you service related emails related to your account. If you no longer wish to receive these emails, you may
opt out of them at privacy cph. We may receive reports based on the use of these technologies by such
companies on an individual as well as aggregated basis. Our partners may also use such technologies to
deliver advertisements to you as described below. Users can control the use of cookies at the individual
browser level. If you reject cookies, you may still use our Sites, but your ability to use some features or areas
of our Sites may be limited c We are headquartered in the United States of America. Personal information may
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example, a church may collect personal information about members and input it into a church management
software program licensed from CPH. In the event an individual desires to access or correct, amend or delete
such data, the individual should contact the church directly. CPH will retain this personal information as
necessary to comply with our legal obligations, resolve disputes and enforce our agreements. How We Use
Your Information. We use the information that we collect to operate and maintain our Sites, send you
marketing communications, and respond to your questions and concerns. How We Share Your Information.
CPH will not rent or sell your personally identifiable information to others. We may store personal
information in locations outside the direct control of CPH for instance, on servers or databases co-located with
hosting providers. Any personally identifiable information you elect to make publicly available on our Sites,
such as posting comments on our blog page, will be available to others. If you remove information that you
have made public on our Sites, copies may remain viewable in cached and archived pages of our Sites, or if
other users have copied or saved that information. Some of our services are managed by a third party
application that may require you to register to use or post a comment. We do not have access or control of the
information posted. You will need to contact or login into the third party application if you want the personal
information that was posted removed. To learn how the third party application uses your information, please
review their privacy policy. We partner with third parties to display advertising on our Sites and to manage
our advertising on other sites. Our third party partners may use technologies such as cookies to gather
information about your activities on other sites in order to provide you advertising based upon your browsing
activities and interests. If you access the CPH Service or Sites on your mobile device, you may not be able to
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control tracking technologies through the settings. We collect information globally and primarily store that
information in the United States. We transfer, process and store your information outside your country of
residence, wherever we or our third-party service providers operate for the purposes of providing you the
services. You agree that CPH may store and process personal date in the United States of America and any
other country where CPH or its third-party service providers maintain facilities. Whenever we transfer your
information, we take steps necessary to protect it. How We Protect Your Information. CPH is concerned with
protecting your privacy and data, but we cannot ensure or warrant the security of any information you transmit
to CPH or guarantee that your information may not be accessed, disclosed, altered or destroyed by breach of
any of our industry standard physical, technical or managerial safeguards. Therefore, we cannot guarantee its
absolute security. We use an outside a credit card processing company to process your payment if you
purchase goods or services from CPH. Compromise of Personal Information. In the event that personal
information is compromised as a breach of security, CPH will promptly notify our affected customers in
compliance with applicable law. Our Choices About Your Information. For current CPH customers, you can
review, correct, update or delete inaccuracies to the information about you that CPH keeps on file by logging
into your account to update your password and billing information. We will acknowledge your request and
handle it promptly. We will retain your information for as long as your account is active or as needed to
provide you services. We will retain and use your information as necessary to comply with our legal
obligations, resolve disputes and enforce our agreements. Protecting the privacy of young children is
especially important. For that reason, CPH does not knowingly collect or solicit personal information from
anyone under the age of In the event that we learn that we have collected personal information from a child
under age 13, we will delete that information as quickly as possible. It is our policy to provide notifications,
whether such notifications are required by law or are for marketing or other business related purposes, to you
via email, written or hard copy notice, or through conspicuous posting of such notice on the Sites, as
determined by CPH in its sole discretion. We reserve the right to determine the form and means of providing
notifications to you, provided that you may opt out of certain means of notification as described in this Privacy
Policy. Links to Other Web Sites. We are not responsible for the practices employed by websites or services
linked to or from the CPH Sites, including the information or content contained therein. Please remember that
when you use a link to go from the CPH Sites to another website or service, our Privacy Policy does not apply
to third-party websites or services. Our Site includes social media features, such as the Facebook Like button
and other widgets that run on our Site. These features may collect your IP address and which page you are
visiting on our Site, and may set a cookie to enable the feature to function properly. Social media features and
widgets are either hosted by a third party or hosted directly on our Site. Your interactions with these features
are governed by the privacy policy of the organization providing it. CPH occasionally offers contests. The full
rules for our contests are clearly posted during each contest. CPH may, from time to time, invite you to
participate in online surveys. The information requested in these surveys may include, but is not limited to,
your opinions, beliefs, insights, ideas, activities, experience, purchase history, and purchase intent regarding
products, events and services. The information collected by these surveys is used to research market trends,
church trends, ministry growth, congregation and community needs. Your input will help us to improve
customer experience, shape new product development, equip church ministry effectiveness and enhance
products for your spiritual growth and experience. CPH welcomes your comments and feedback regarding our
Sites. For this reason, we ask you not to send us any information or materials that you do not wish to assign to
us, including, without limitation, any confidential information or any original creative materials such as
product ideas, computer code, or original artwork. By submitting Feedback to CPH through our Sites or
elsewhere, you assign to us, free of charge, all worldwide rights, title and interest in all copyrights and other
intellectual property rights in the Feedback you submit. CPH will be entitled to use any Feedback you submit
to it, and any ideas, concepts, know-how or techniques contained in any such Feedback, for any purpose
whatsoever, including but not limited to developing, manufacturing and marketing products and services using
such Feedback without restriction and without compensating you in any way. You are responsible for the
information and other content contained in any Feedback you submit to us, including, without limitation, their
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and will abide by these changes. Concordia Publishing House, Attn: Privacy Policy, S. Louis, MO Error,
please try again. For questions contact us at privacy cph.
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What does such baptizing with water signify? It signifies that the old Adam in us should, by daily contrition
and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts, and, again, a new man daily come forth and
arise; who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever. Where is this written? Paul says Romans,
chapter 6: We are buried with Christ by Baptism into death, that, like as He was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. How Christians should be taught to
confess. What sins should we confess? But before the confessor we should confess those sins alone which we
know and feel in our hearts. Here consider your station according to the Ten Commandments, whether you are
a father, mother, son, daughter, master, mistress, a man-servant or maid-servant; whether you have been
disobedient, unfaithful, slothful; whether you have grieved any one by words or deeds; whether you have
stolen, neglected, or wasted aught, or done other injury. You should speak to the confessor thus: I, a poor
sinner, confess myself before God guilty of all sins; especially I confess before you that I am a man-servant, a
maidservant, etc. But, alas, I serve my master unfaithfully; for in this and in that I have not done what they
commanded me; I have provoked them, and caused them to curse, have been negligent [in many things] and
permitted damage to be done; have also been immodest in words and deeds, have quarreled with my equals,
have grumbled and sworn at my mistress, etc. For all this I am sorry, and pray for grace; I want to do better. A
master or mistress may say thus: I have cursed, set a bad example by rude words and deeds, have done my
neighbor harm and spoken evil of him, have overcharged and given false ware and short measure. But if any
one does not find himself burdened with such or greater sins, he should not trouble himself or search for or
invent other sins, and thereby make confession a torture, but mention one or two that he knows. In particular I
confess that I once cursed; again, I once used improper words, I have once neglected this or that, etc. But if
you know of none at all which, however is scarcely possible , then mention none in particular, but receive the
forgiveness upon your general confession which you make before God to the confessor. Then shall the
confessor say: God be merciful to thee and strengthen thy faith! Then let him say: As thou believest, so be it
done unto thee. But those who have great burdens upon their consciences, or are distressed and tempted, the
confessor will know how to comfort and to encourage to faith with more passages of Scripture. This is to be
merely a general form of confession for the unlearned. The Sacrament of the Altar As the head of the family
should teach it in a simple way to his household. What is the Sacrament of the Altar? It is the true body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by
Christ Himself. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread: This do in
remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, gave thanks, and gave
it to them, saying, Take, drink ye all of it. This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you
for the remission of sins. This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. What is the benefit of such
eating and drinking? That is shown us in these words: Given, and shed for you, for the remission of sins;
namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. How can bodily eating and drinking do such
great things? It is not the eating and drinking, indeed, that does them, but the words which stand here, namely:
Given, and shed for you, for the remission of sins. Which words are, beside the bodily eating and drinking, as
the chief thing in the Sacrament; and he that believes these words has what they say and express, namely, the
forgiveness of sins. Who, then, receives such Sacrament worthily? Fasting and bodily preparation is, indeed, a
fine outward training; but he is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: But he that does
not believe these words, or doubts, is unworthy and unfit; for the words For you require altogether believing
hearts.
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