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The Waking Dreamer The promise of Scripture, "I am making everything new" may seem too good to be true,
as so much "waking dreaming," to borrow from Aristotle. My weekly sermons posted here will reflect this
hope of the new creation where God is "all in all. We scheme with our families how to surprise other family
members with just the right presents. We gather with families around the table and the Christmas tree. We
worship with our families at the altars of our churches. It is a time for reunion and reconciliation, for
embracing and entertaining, for sharing and supporting one another. For many people, Christmas becomes a
time when you have to endure your relatives, whether you want to or not. It becomes a time of fighting and
re-opening old wounds, a time for throwing discretion to the wind and behaving in ways that are embarrassing
and offensiveâ€”toward the members of our own family! It is a time when we desperately need restoration and
healing in those most basic human relationships. I would venture to say that one of the main reasons for that is
that it is a time when we become painfully aware how broken this world isâ€”particularly our own families.
One of the themes in the lessons for this Fourth Sunday of Advent is that it is a time to celebrate the work of
restoration God is carrying out in the human familyâ€”the whole human family. Take the lesson from Micah.
At first glance, one might think that the prophet Micah was no different from many of his contemporaries. In
virtually the same breath that he speaks about the coming of the Prince of Peace who will restore and reunite
the people, it seems that he looks forward to the domination and oppression of their enemies! And yet, the
prophet Micah may very well be an exception to the pattern of looking for restoration for Israel in terms of
punishment for their enemies. And in our lesson for today, that restoration includes the reunion of the divided
Jewish family. Think of itâ€”Micah looked forward to the coming one who would heal the bitter enmity
between Judah and the tribes of Israel and bring them together in one family for the first time in years! That
barb is thisâ€”those among us who flourish on the backs of others, those who get rich by the poverty of the
many, those who wield power through violence of any kind will be impoverished, overthrown, and
overturned. The future Micah and Mary looked forward to is a vision of the restoration of the whole human
family. They saw in the birth of the coming one the establishment of the justice that makes it possible for all
people to thrive, to reach their God-given potential, to experience the joy and the vibrancy that God intends for
all creation. Advent is a time for waiting in anticipation. It is also a time to embrace the restoration and healing
God has promised to the whole human family in our families. Tread lightly this year, instead of taking up the
challenge to engage in bickering. Try to say the kind word, do the kind thing; extend your arms to the one who
aggravates you and embrace the restoration that God is bringing to us all! A sermon preached by Rev. Misuse
of a Word of Prophecy? He states plainly p.
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Jun 05, Paris Vachon-harris rated it it was amazing Just finished this anthology. If you love shifter tales this
one is definitely for you I love a good shifter romance, and a shifter romance anthology is even better. I also
love comedy with my romance One of my favorite authors is included in this anthology Jennifer Kacey and
this was her debut writing a shifter romance, great job and keeps you interested throughout. First time I have
read some of the others including Heat Just finished this anthology. First time I have read some of the others
including Heather Long Her attempts to recover it bring her into contact with Riley Morgan, a contact that
explodes with sexual chemistry. When she loses her heart to the sexy detective, she wonders how he will
handle knowing the truth about her. After the death of her grandmother, Lia has taken a leave of absence from
her job and traveled all the way to Calderwood hoping to meet and talk to new author Jamie Volka. Jamie has
written a paranormal book about werewolves and cited her research from an ancient book about the legends of
werewolves. Lia is hoping that the information in this book will help her to find out anything to eventually
lead her to members of her own lost pack. Unfortunately, Lia comes across as a stalker and Jamie calls in a
good friend, detective Riley Morgan to approach Lia. The sexual chemistry is instantaneous and the love
scenes between the two main characters are definitely off the charts. You will need a fan to keep cool while
reading this story! Not for the faint of heart. It has been a long time since I read anything by this author and
the first paranormal story. She did not disappoint. I do not know if this is going to be a continuing series, but
after reading it I researched and discovered that this is actually the second book set in this world. They play a
prominent role in this story. Enough so that now I want to go back and read their book. Victoria had no love
for her sire, but what she does have is love for her people. She quickly discovers Armand is not only a good
man, but a noble wolf. Victoria must choose between the life of the Alpha she loves or breaking the curse
tormenting her pack.
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Open in a separate window Abbreviations: B, binding experiments; F, functional experiments with agonists
and antagonists; I, immunoreactivity; KO, knockout mice; R, detection of subtype-specific mRNA. The
expression pattern of the nicotinic ion channel complex and of the metabotrophic mAChRs varies according to
phenotypic cell functions, as well as internal and external environmental conditions. Thus, cholinergic input
varies with cell type, state of cell differentiation and activity, as well as with cell environmental conditions.
Release mechanisms In contrast to the release of neuronal ACh via exocytosis, our knowledge about the
release mechanisms of non-neuronal ACh is scarce. Most details have been obtained from release studies
using the human placenta as a model of the non-neuronal cholinergic system Wessler et al. Inhibitors quinine,
corticosterone of organic cation transporters OCT markedly suppressed ACh release, as well as substrate
inhibitors amiloride, cimetidine, verapamil, noradrenaline and antisense oligonucleotides directed against
subtypes 1 and 3. This latter finding differed from the results in the human placenta where OCT3 contributes
to the release of ACh Wessler et al. Most likely, the subtypes involved differ between cells and organs. These
transporter proteins OCTs are very widely expressed on more or less every cell and therefore represent
appropriate candidates to mediate the release of non-neuronal ACh. In addition, packing of ACh into secretory
vesicles or endosomes may occur for intermediate intracellular storage and subsequent release of non-neuronal
ACh, when these organelles fuse with the cell membrane. With the technique of immunogold electron
microscopy the synthesizing enzyme ChAT has been found in endosomes of the human placenta Wessler et al.
Cellular functions of non-neuronal ACh Signal transduction Non-neuronal ACh is released from living cells,
for example, from the human skin Schlereth et al. In this way, cells may receive cholinergic input not only by
local but also by hormone-like pathways. Moreover, endogenous allosteric modulators of n- and mAChRs
play an essential role as an extremely sophisticated tool to fine-tune the cholinergic input to a cell. The most
detailed analysis of the signal-transduction machinery involved has been evaluated for keratinocytes of the
human skin Grando et al. Table 3 summarizes some examples of the biochemical signal-transduction
pathways that are triggered by auto- and paracrine actions or applied ACh on non-neuronal cells. It has to be
considered that ACh can modify more or less all known signalling pathways via n- and mAChRs. In the heart,
ACh causes hyperpolarization due to the activation of the inward-rectifier current. Proliferation and
differentiation of lymphocytes are strongly associated with the expression and activation of potassium
channels Lee et al. Thus, via auto-paracrine loops ACh may represent a co-stimulatory pathway for T-cell
activation.
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Forgiveness and Recidivism Doris Donnelly, Ph.D. Then Peter went up to him and said, 'Lord, how often must I forgive
my brother if he wrongs me?

The Pastoral Prayer for The Gospel for the day was Matthew 5: As we prepared to pray, I led the
congregation in singing, a capella: Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face, and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace. Lemmel] Here is the prayer: We give you
thanks, O Loving God, for the gift of Jesus, the Christ, for that face that is so dim in the eyes of the world, but
so clear in the eyes of the spirit, the one in whose countenance is life and light. We give you thanks, Almighty
God, for this day that you have made, and allow us to share. We thank you, merciful God, for those who are
the salt of the earth, who give life its flavor. We thank you for those who cast salt on icy streets and icy souls
so that we will not slip and fall. We thank you, sort of, O God, for designating us to be the salt of the world,
but salt is just so common. Salt is so mundane. Who notices salt, really? A saltiness app would be nice, to
remind us of who we are, or you could let us be something a little more palatable, like the cookies of the
world, so that people would like us better, the ice cream of the world, that would be nice, at least some
flavoring a little less common, more exotic, more cool and current, like the cardamom of the world, or the
turmeric of the world. But if we must be salt, may it be that when the hard rains come, we may be those who
still pour, pour out wisdom and love upon our community. We pray, O God, for those for whom life has no
flavor, those trapped in the boredom of sin, in the dull routine of addiction, in the drab pursuit of greed and
lust, in the tedious grasp for power. We pray for those in pain, whose lives are a constant struggle for just a bit
of peace, who fear each coming moment, who pray for surcease of agony. We pray for those who live in
worlds of delusion and lies and the false paradise of selfishness. We pray for children, whose lives so often are
laced with fears they cannot understand, and forces they cannot control. We pray for those who are always on
the outside, always left out, who have no community of hope and love. There seem to be so many these days,
O God, in high places and low, who want to rub salt into the wounds of your people instead of binding up
those wounds with the oil of healing, who scatter salt on the fields of our common life so that those fields
cannot produce the daily bread we need and pray for. Help us to repent of the misuse of our saltiness and to
commit ourselves anew to being salt and light, flavor and hope. We give you thanks for the communities you
have given usâ€”family and friends and church and nation and world. Help us to be good salty citizens of
these communities. We pray for Jimmy Moore and Mary Beth Morgan and Trina Mescher and Andy Cron, the
leaders of our church [1], for Michael McRobbie, the president of our university, for John Hamilton, the
mayor of our city, for Trey Hollingsworth and Joe Donnelly and Todd Young, the congresspersons of our
state, for Donald Trump, the President of our nation, and for all of the other servant-leaders of our various
communities. Endue them, each and every, with wisdom and kindness and all other virtues necessary to lead,
so that everything they do may be pleasing in your sight, and all our communities may be transformed into
fellowships of salt and light. Mescher and Cron are Lay Leaders.
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Chronic wounds are a major health problem that affect hundreds of thousands every year, and many end up having an
amputation as a result. But now a company in Wales thinks it has the answer.

Acid attacks on women in Isfahan According to Afshin Molavi , in the early years of the revolution and
following the mandating of the covering of hair by women in Iran, some women were threatened with acid
attacks by Islamic vigilantes for failing to wear hijab. The Sharia code of qisas, or equivalence justice,
required a caught perpetrator of acid violence to pay a fine and be blinded with acid in both eyes. However, as
of July 31, , she pardoned her attacker, thereby absolving Majid Movahedi of his crime and halting the
retributive justice of Qisas. The attacks were thought by many Iranians to be the work of conservative Islamist
vigilantes, but the Iranian government denies this. Circulars were distributed specifying proper modest dress
and behavior. Women who did not conform to these expectations, or to "morality expectations" of secular
factions, were vulnerable to attacks which included pouring acid on their bodies, rock pelting, threats, and
even rape. Hamas denies this claim. In December , a Palestinian hurled acid concentrated vinegar which
contains a high percentage of acetic acid and can cause burns into a car containing a Jewish family of six and a
hitchhiker at a checkpoint between Beitar Illit and Husan in the West Bank , causing serious face injuries to
the father and lightly injuring other occupants, including children. Hirsch had one glass eye due to an injury
sustained when someone threw acid in his face. He suffered third-degree burns to his face and neck. While it
was initially reported that he was in danger of losing his eyesight, his physicians stated on January 21, that he
would retain eyesight in one eye. Pictures exist of a woman pouring a clear substance on the crotch of men on
public transportation, though the contents of the liquid are unknown, it was allegedly a mixture of water and
bleach. She died of her injuries on November 3, She was 33 years old. According to the article, the first
identified survivor of acid violence in Bogota was attacked 15 years ago. Since then reported cases have been
increasing with time. The study also cited the Colombian Forensics Institute, which reported that 56 women
complained of aggression by acid in , 46 in , and 16 during the first trimester of The average age of survivors
was about 23 years old, but ranged from 13 to 41 years. Moreover, female victims usually came from low
socioeconomic classes and had low education. The authors state that the prevalence of acid attacks in other
areas of South America remains unknown due to significant underreporting. The new law, which is named
after her, defines acid attacks as a specific crime and increases maximum sentences to 50 years in jail for
convicted offenders. According to the Acid Survivors Foundation in Pakistan , there is a high survival rate
amongst victims of acid attacks. Consequently, the victim is faced with physical challenges, which require
long-term surgical treatment, as well as psychological challenges, which require in-depth intervention from
psychologists and counselors at each stage of physical recovery. As a majority of acid attacks are aimed at the
face, [14] several articles thoroughly reviewed the medical implications for these victims. The severity of the
damage depends on the concentration of the acid and the time before the acid is thoroughly washed off with
water or neutralized with a neutralizing agent. The acid can rapidly eat away skin, the layer of fat beneath the
skin, and in some cases even the underlying bone. Eyelids and lips may be completely destroyed and the nose
and ears severely damaged. Ear cartilage is usually partly or totally destroyed; deafness may occur. Eyelids
may be burned off or deformed, leaving the eyes extremely dry and prone to blindness. Acid directly in the
eye also damages sight , sometimes causing blindness in both eyes. The nose can become shrunken and
deformed; the nostrils may close off completely due to destroyed cartilage. The mouth becomes shrunken and
narrow, and it may lose its full range of motion. Sometimes, the lips may be partly or totally destroyed,
exposing the teeth. Eating and speaking can become difficult. Scars can run down from the chin to neck area,
shrinking the chin and extremely limiting range of motion in the neck. Inhalation of acid vapors usually
creates respiratory problems, exacerbated restricted airway pathways the esophagus and nostrils in acid
patients. In addition to these above-mentioned medical effects, acid attack victims face the possibility of
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septicemia , renal failure , skin depigmentation , and even death. Additionally, female victims reported
lowered self-esteem according to the Rosenberg scale and increased self-consciousness , both in general and in
the social sphere. These dependencies are increased by the fact that many acid survivors are not able to find
suitable work, due to impaired vision and physical handicap. As a result, divorce rates are high, with
abandonment by husbands found in 25 percent of acid assault cases in Uganda compared to only 3 percent of
wives abandoning their disfigured husbands. Medical underfunding has resulted in very few burn centers
available for victims in countries such as Uganda, [22] Bangladesh, [] and Cambodia. Such home remedies
only serve to increase the severity of damage, as they do not counteract the acidity. Many countries look to
Bangladesh, whose rates of attack have been decreasing, as a model, following their lead in many legislative
reforms. Bangladesh has its Acid Survivors Foundation , which offers acid victims legal , medical , counseling
, and monetary assistance in rebuilding their lives.
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Then, a latent phase may occur and last from a few days up to several weeks, when intense reddening,
blistering , and ulceration of the irradiated site are visible. In most cases, healing occurs by regenerative
means; however, very large skin doses can cause permanent hair loss, damaged sebaceous and sweat glands ,
atrophy , fibrosis mostly keloids , decreased or increased skin pigmentation, and ulceration or necrosis of the
exposed tissue. Under the assumption, survivors of acute radiation syndrome face an increased risk of
developing cancer later in life. The probability of developing cancer is a linear function with respect to the
effective radiation dose. In radiation-induced cancer, the speed at which the condition advances, the prognosis
, the degree of pain, and every other feature of the disease are not believed to be functions of the radiation
dosage. These studies indicate that some low levels of radiation do not increase cancer risk at all, and that
there may exist a threshold dosage of ionizing radiation below which exposure should be considered safe. The
effects of dose fractionation or rest periods before repeated exposure, also shifts the LD50 dose, upwards.
Acute radiation sickness due to ingestion of radioactive material is possible, but rare; examples include the
contamination of Leide das Neves Ferreira and the poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko. Gamma and neutron
radiation can travel much further distances and penetrate the body easily, so whole-body irradiation generally
causes ARS before skin effects are evident. Local gamma irradiation can cause skin effects without any
sickness. In the early twentieth century, radiographers would commonly calibrate their machines by irradiating
their own hands and measuring the time to onset of erythema. Evidence indicates past SPE radiation levels
which would have been lethal for unprotected astronauts. Several related quantities, such as the equivalent
dose , effective dose , and committed dose , are used to gauge long-term stochastic biological effects such as
cancer incidence, but they are not designed to evaluate acute radiation syndrome. There are exceptions, such
as the Therac accidents and the Cecil Kelley criticality accident , where the absorbed doses in Gy or rad are
the only useful quantities. The dose to the targeted tissue mass must be averaged over the entire body mass,
most of which receives negligible radiation, to arrive at a whole-body absorbed dose that can be compared to
the table above. If left unrepaired, this damage can create serious and even lethal chromosomal aberrations.
Ionizing radiation can produce reactive oxygen species , which are very damaging to DNA. Breakages can
happen to one or both of the backbone strands. Single-stranded breakages are easier to repair than
double-stranded breakages, because there is still an unbroken complementary strand to use as a template. The
DNA organization at the level of histones , nucleosomes, and chromatin also affects its susceptibility to
radiation damage. Radiation damage can also cause chromosome and chromatid aberrations, and their effect
depends on what stage of the mitotic cycle the cell is currently in when the irradiation occurs. If the cell is in
interphase, while it is still a single strand of chromatin, the damage will be replicated during the S1 phase of
cell cycle , and there will be a break on both chromosome arms. Then the damage will be apparent in both
daughter cells. If the irradiation occurs after replication, only one arm will bear the damage. This damage will
only be apparent in one daughter cell. A damaged chromosome may cyclize, binding to another chromosome,
or to itself.
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Wounds heal up to 60 percent quicker if they happen during the day rather than at night, researchers have found. Skin
cells carry out repairs to cuts and burns to our skin more effectively in the.

So questions of human rights are vital concerns of forgivness and reconciliation. Christian commitment to
justice is deeply rooted in the prophetic biblical tradition as we find in Isaiah 1: The ultimate goal of peace
making is to build a community of communities for the glory of God cf. This is possible only if the mission of
the Church is geared to social amity and wholeness rooted in justice, forgiveness and reconciliation. The issue
of peace in pluralistic societies particularly in Asia calls forth the evolution of just social structures for which
the spirituality of religion rather than its religiosity is required. Forgiveness and Reconciliation have much to
do in our social net-work. There are no sectors of life without its impact. What is before the church is justice
over order! One should remember that wound should never be justified and justice should never be wounded.
Struggle for justice should have priority over the work of reconciliation. Truth is the mediating term between
justice and reconciliation. In the acts of solidarity with the marginalized and the oppressed of Jesus, God acts.
In his suffering, God too suffers. In his resurrection, God gives us a new impetus for action. This is clearly
stated in the Song of Mary. Liberation and reconciliation are paradigms for mission. One may find five
connected issues. In the process of reconciliation, two things are imperative: Truth telling is an essential
ingredient for the reconstruction of the community. There is need for the cleaning of wells which have been
polluted by age old deposits of prejudice, discrimination, inequality and violence. In the case of the
Post-Apartheid South Africa, Truth, Reconciliation and Justice played a significant role in the process of
restoration. The pursuit of justice. It is pre-condition for reconciliation and a way of healing the past. There are
3 forms of justice. They are punitive, restorative, and structural. All these effort shall lead to the healing of
memories. Healing of memories simply means that memories are no longer toxic. Foriveness is not forgetting,
but remembering it in a different way. He also needs a healing touch. This is the call of the Spirit in Romans
Chapter 8: It is an event, not an idea. In forgiving, one owns and disowns what had blocked the flow of love in
relationship. God does not die the day when we cease to forgive others, but we become dust on the day when
we cease to be illumined by the radiance of divine forgiveness. Church as a reconciling community: The
biblical vision of Shalom is indeed a vision of wholeness, of harmony and social amity. It embraces the entire
order of creation. So we read in St. The whole life of Jesus could be summed up in the very act of forgiving as
we find in Luke The marga of forgiveness is being followed down through the centuries by noble men and
women. Benjamin, Viay Times 30 Jan. Gladys Staines preached the greatest sermon ever heard in the
missionary movements when the media sought her response after the sentence of Dara Singh and 12
accomplices: See The Week September 19,
Chapter 8 : Acute radiation syndrome - Wikipedia
-Doris Donnelly "Comedy is not an escape, not from truth but from despair: a narrow escape into faith." Klein, Allen. The
Healing Power of Humor. New York.

Chapter 9 : Light of Life - Articles
Advent is a time when we focus our attention on God's work in this broken world. It is a time of waiting in silence, a time
of looking for the salvation that God has promised, and a time of singing for joy over God's presence among us.

Page 8

